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                                                 Minutes of the meeting of Stawell Parish Council 

                                             Held in the village hall on Monday 4th November 2019 at 7 pm 
                                                                                  
 

Present:  Cllrs Penny Badcock, Brian Lishman (Chairman), Linda Osborne and Simon Thomas.  
 
 

In attendance:  Chris Fry (Clerk) and 3 members of the public,  
 
 

1273 Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Rod Conaway, Hugh Gange-Harris and Stuart Kingham (SDC). 
 

1274 Declarations of Interest: Simon Thomas in respect of item 1280 (a) Village Hall Kitchen. 
 

1275 Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 7th October 2019 were taken as read, agreed and signed as 
a true record.              
 
1276 Matters Arising: -  
 

a. Communal car parking area in Ford Lane. 
 
Stuart Kingham (SDC) was instrumental in arranging the enforcement order here. The car parking area 
appears to have been tidied up but the trailers are still there. 
The Clerk was asked to follow up on the matter, with Homes in Sedgemoor. 
 

b. State of the highway outside the “derelict” house in Stawell Road. 
 
Brian Lishman reported that he had seen the householder clearing the ditch outside the property, although 
he believes there is some underlying problem there. Now the heavy rainfall has eased the accumulated 
water has drained away. 
 

1277       County/District Councillor’s’ reports.  
 
               County. The Clerk has received a briefing sheet from David Huxtable detailing the many and various   
County Council activities as at November. He said he would forward this to the Parish Councillors. 
 
               District. None 

 
 

1278 Financial Matters: 
 
                  Three cheques was signed as follows: 
                    
                  No 441 £  120.00 payee CN Fry (November net salary). 
                  No 442 £    77.40      “            “     (expenses). 
                  No 443 £2500.00      “     Stawell Village Hall (see item 1280 (a). 
 
1279       Planning – No new applications. 
 
              (Reference 46/19/00004/CAN Location Flitchetts Farm Stawell Road Stawell has been granted permission). 
 
               

Reference: 46/16/00011 
Location: Flitchetts Farm Stawell Road Stawell. 
 
Brian Lishman said he attended the Planning Committee meeting when the application was granted 
permission, and he spoke against it. 
 
He highlighted an apparent inconsistency between the 2016 and 2019 approvals and, for clarification 
purposes, he requested that the Parish Council approve his proposal that a letter be sent to the Chairman of 
the planning committee requesting an explanation. Linda Osborne seconded the proposal. All in favour. 
 
A copy of the letter to be retained with the minutes of this meeting in due course. 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting up for public discussion at 7.20 pm. There were no matters 
raised and so the meeting was closed to public discussion at 7.21 pm. 
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1280       Correspondence. 
 

a. Stawell Village Hall Kitchen Appliances 
 
The Clerk read an email from Simon Thomas (interest declared) outlining the reasons for the decline 
by Viridor of the major grant to refurbish the kitchen. Following the full assessment by the Viridor 
Grants Officer, Project Liaison Officer and consideration by the local Steering Group (following a visit 
to the hall), and despite the excellence of the application, due to limited funding available, the 
application was turned aside. It should be noted that considerable grant aid has been received from 
Viridor in the past to cover roof repairs and to upgrade the hall furniture. 
 
The Village Hall Committee is now requesting the Parish Council grant the same level of aid (£1500 of 
new funding) to enable them to acquire a new phase 3 catering size electric cooker and a new 
dishwasher. The existing cooker is only phase 1 (and a domestic appliance) and the dishwasher is 
only suitable for glass rinsing and does not clean plates or dirty cups. 
 
A full discussion took place and it was agreed these updates to the kitchen equipment are a vital and 
urgent requirement if the hall is to attract the full range of bookings involving full catering. Health and 
safety standards are also a consideration here. Penny Badcock said the hall is a community asset and 
well worthy of support. Brian Lishman advised that the hall committee should redouble its efforts to in 
the future build up funds to cover unexpected financial costs. 
 
Brian Lishman proposed and Penny Badcock seconded the proposal to grant the funds as outlined. All 
agreed. 
 
(£1500 new funding together with the amenity grants for 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 in advance, 
totalling £2500.00). The cheque was issued at the meeting and passed to the Village Hall Committee 
Chairman. 
 

b. Avon and Somerset PCC autumn newsletter.  
 
This has been received and is available on line. 
 

c. SCC Winter Service. 
 
The Clerk gave details of this, saying that precautionary gritting (carried out when snow and/or ice was 
forecast) will take place on 900 miles of the county road network (21% of it). A further £200,000 has 
been allocated this year. This takes it back to the 2017/2018 levels. Grit bins and roadside salt will be 
replenished when required and one tonne dumpy bags of salt will continue to be provided at certain 
potentially hazardous locations. 
 
The Parish Council salt bag collection day will not be promoted. Take up of this service has become 
generally low in recent years. 
 
Once the winter season starts you will be able to follow @TravelSomerset on Twitter for winter  
weather updates and gritting decisions. 
 

d. Annual Town/Parish Council Planning Seminars. 
 
These annual events cover a range of planning matters. This year they are being held on Tuesday 19th 
November 2019 and Thursday 28th November 2019, from 5.45 – 9 pm in the Sedgemoor Room. 
 
Brian Lishman and the Clerk to attend the first of these. 
 

e. Somerset Rivers Authority Community Engagement Team. 
 
The Clerk read an email from Dawn James, Engagement Support Officer at SRA 
Asking if she could attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss our community’s experience with 
flooding, and consider how we might work together to reduce the potential impact of future flood 
events. 
 
Following a discussion it was decided to issue an invitation. 
 
  

 
1281 Matters for report & items for next meeting: 
 

None. 
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1282 Any Other Business and Date of Next Meeting 
        
              Any Other Business. 
 

a. Sedgemoor SE Parishes Cluster Group. 
 
Date of next meeting Tuesday 26th November 2019 at the lounge, Woolavington Village Hall @ 7 pm. 
 

b. Sedgemoor Development Committee. 
 
Next meeting on Tuesday 12th November 2019 in the Sedgemoor Room @ 9.30 am. 
 

c. Individual Sporting Travel Grant Aid Request. 
 
A request for assistance with the cost of a Sutton Mallet teenager to take part in the forthcoming Somerset 
CCC U15’s tour of India has been received. Following a discussion it was felt that the Parish Council does 
not have sufficient funding to consider this type of request and therefore the Clerk is to send a suitable reply. 

 
 
               Date of next meeting, Monday 2nd December 2019 at 7.00pm in Stawell Village Hall. 
 
               There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.50 pm. 
 
 

 


