
Minutes of an extraordinary planning meeting meeting of Stawell Parish Council held on 
Monday 11th January 2021 at 7.00 pm. 
 
(Conducted via telephone conference call). 
 
Present: - Cllrs. Penny Badcock, Hugh Gange-Harris, Brian Lishman (Chairman), Linda Osborne  
and Simon Thomas. 
 
In attendance: - The Clerk (Chris Fry).and one member of the public. 
 
Apologies: - Cllr. Rod Conaway. 
 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As amended). 
Application number: 46/20/00005/EC. 
Applicants:  Mr and Mrs Moss. 
Location:  Dairy House Farm, Sutton Mallet, Bridgwater TA7 9AT. 
Proposal:  Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed change of 
use of agricultural buildings to 3no dwelling houses (Class C3), and for associated 
building operations. 
 
Brian Lishman (Chairman) opened the meeting by wishing everyone best wishes for 2021. 
 
Having looked into the application he opened the discussion by saying that the application is 
unusual in that it is seeking approval for permitted rights, and therefore and in that context he is 
not sure that any comments are relevant at this stage. The applicants would seem to be asking 
only for a ruling at this time. He has made enquiries around Sutton Mallet and it appears the only 
common concern is that of the increased traffic flow represented by the application. 
 
The barn in question is a tall structure of double width. The proposed floor plan illustrates that the 
northern span of the barn would be removed and the dwellings contained within the southern 
span, presumably to ensure there is sufficient natural light for the houses. Also slightly unusual is 
the fact that the living accommodation is housed on the first floor, with entrance halls, garaging 
and room for (possibly) games rooms on the ground floor. 
 
There is a concern, recorded on the portal, that there would be a loss of privacy with the 
balconies of the new dwellings overlooking the property to the south. 
 
Brian went on to say that the Parish Council is unable to comment on the criterion covering 
permitted rights, having no information about such things as the holding size and the agricultural 
circumstances. He feels, however, that it is likely that a full planning application will be 
forthcoming, in due course, as he would not expect that permitted rights will be granted in this 
case.  
 
The following comments were submitted to the SDC planning department:- 
 
“The Parish Council of Stawell met on 11th January to consider the application number 
46/20/00005/EC as requested to submit observations to the planning department. 
 
We decided that the Parish Council is unable to make a decision on an agricultural application for 
permitted rights because we are not in possession of the criterion or details relevant on which 
such an application would be judged (such as size of the holding and its agricultural 
circumstances). 
 
We can comment that, in consultation with near residents and other parishioners, the only 
general comment expressed concerned the increased road traffic to and through the village, and 
noted the only comment at the time of the meeting relayed to the planning department by an 



interested party related to loss of privacy by way of the balconies overlooking their property to the 
south of the proposed development. 
 
As we understand it the planning department will have no influence on this matter if the 
application is judged to be valid on permitted rights grounds and complies with buildings 
regulations.” 
 
Wintery/icy road conditions on the hill at the top of Ford Lane. 
 
Simon Thomas raised the potentially serious problem of icy conditions in this area, especially 
during the recent freezing weather. He felt it was incumbent on the Parish Council to provide a 
grit bin. A discussion ensued during which it was noted that the locations of the two existing grit 
bins in Stawell did not include Ford Lane because there was no safe place to site such a bin on 
the portion of the lane which falls within the Stawell parish boundary. Penny Badcock reminded 
the meeting that the top portion, including the junction with the A39 was part of Bawdrip parish. 
 
Brian Lishman said that he considered that a grit bin in itself would not necessarily prevent 
accidents as drivers are unlikely to spread grit before attempting to drive down the hill. He also 
said he thought it wise to take one of the alternative routes in and out of the village in severe 
weather. He also said he would use some of the grit he is holding to top up the bin near Rydons 
grave and the Clerk said he would do the same to the other one in the Innsmead Lane/Tower Hill 
area.  
 
The Clerk was asked to find out the approximate cost of a new bin and the matter will be further 
discussed at the next regular meeting on 1st February. 
 
Date of the next meeting Monday 1st February 2021 at 7 pm. 
 
There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.34 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


