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MOMSS MAGAZINE 

This publication is hand delivered 
FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 

villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers‘ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Anita Winslade 
Compiler this month: Isobel Davis  
 

NEWS ARTICLES 

We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
 

We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or the 
publisher. 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 

Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December‘  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 

Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 

Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53 

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

This magazine is edition  

number 5 of volume 18 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
July edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 June 
Articles 15 June 
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Dear Folks, 

As we look ahead, we are beginning to experience some hope of 

coming out of the long period of pandemic lockdown and as we do, 

perhaps now is a good time to review what may have been lost and 

what may have been gained from the experiences of the past year.  

In an article entitled, ‗Portraits of the Pandemic‘ in the journal 

‗Christianity Today‘ the authors sum it up like this: ―No other year in 

recent memory has been more defined by the gap between 

expectation and reality. In the wreckage of 2020 are plans disrupted, dreams deferred, 

and countless lives irrevocably changed.‖ However, in the midst of all the stories or 

portraits of the pandemic experiences sent in to the authors – stories of loss and gain, 

suffering and joy, struggle and hope – they write that ―beneath it all was a sense of the 

presence of God and the work of Christ among us.‖  

Here are just a few of the ‗portraits of the pandemic‘ which may touch a cord with you. 

―One of the beautiful things about this difficult season is how it has made me appreciate 

the relationships in my life more. I‘ve actually grown closer to some of my extended 

family and friends. Often that interaction was merely over the phone but it clarified 

how important and precious the people in my life are. Each one is a gift, a little piece of 

God‘s image.‖ Nathan Harden, an editor and communications manager who spent most of 

the year trying to navigate the isolation of living alone. 

―I have witnessed my colleagues and their family members fall ill to this virus, require 

hospitalisation, and even die. I have feared for the safety of my family. I have held the 

hand of patients actively dying alone. I have battled insomnia and paranoia. I have found 

God‘s presence to be an anchor. I have found peace and confidence, not in the absence 

I don't know about you but I get a happy lift when I hear good news and lively music 

and see amazing and amusing sights. I also enjoy the quiet times that have been forced 

upon me and my family. 

With the continuing rollout across the UK of anti-covid vaccinations people everywhere 

are awaiting the lifting of lockdown with a degree of hope and happy expectation of 

seeing and doing and having proper pleasure again. 

Work and relaxation will be returned to but maybe in a different way: meeting people 

face-to-face, going out to entertainment and not stuck in front of the tv or radio, 

putting the old and new books away on shelves, perhaps going away on holiday! 

One thing I know for sure is that whatever the weather - come rain or storms, sunshine 

or moonlight - MOMSS Magazine will always try to give interest and pleasure to the 

people of the six villages of Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet and 

Greinton as well as to the many people who live further afield who like to receive 

copies. 

I hope you enjoy exploring all the pages in this edition and will get a lift from the variety 

of articles and adverts.                                     Anita Winslade (Editor, June edition) 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

  FROM THE VICAR 
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  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

of danger and threat, but in knowing I am not alone.‖ Celeste Kuriakose, a critical care 

nurse who has worked in a COVID-19 ICU since March 2020. 

―I hate being alone. I love being around people. The toughest part has been learning to 

deal with the isolation. This year has been a season of realising that I can‘t do it on my 

own and that I need to lean on God even more than I was before.‖ Tevan Lucas is 

founder of 'The Hope and Love', a non-profit organisation devoted to suicide prevention. 

I wonder what you would write if you were asked for your ‗portrait of the pandemic.‘ 

May God bless you and continue to keep you safe in His presence. 

With love and blessing,      Andrea               Rev. Andrea Harwood 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 

Private Prayer 

You are most welcome to visit either Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy, which is open 

daily 10am to 4pm (contact Ian Campbell 01823 698790) or St Francis Church, Stawell, 

which is open on Wednesdays from10am to 12 noon just for Private Prayer (contact 

Rachel Fortune 01278 723416). 

With the current Covid regulations in place if either of those churches is required for 

special services (baptisms, weddings, funerals) to comply with current Covid regulations 

it will be necessary to keep them closed on two days before and afterwards. Notices 

will be displayed, but if you are travelling it is advisable to check before you set out. 

The Levels Methodist Chapel in Middlezoy is closed on weekdays but open when 

organised services are held there. Local contacts are: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351, 
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Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 or the Minister Rev. Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 for 

further information. 

Sunday Services: The detailed services chart is on the outside back cover. 

To make sure the services are going ahead as planned please contact the chapel 

stewards, churchwardens or village contacts listed on the inside back cover. 

The Church of England and Methodist Council continue to give their permission and 

support for online participation via Zoom and similar portals such as YouTube. For the 

MOMSS&G villages contact details are: 

Methodists: 

9.30am Sunday Services on YouTube: connect via www.rowbartonmethodist.org.uk 

10.30am Sunday Services on Zoom: connect via email address: chris@revbrown.co.uk 

Anglicans: Online services connection details are available from each village's 

churchwardens or contacts listed on the inside back cover. 

Readings for Services: The detailed Readings chart is also on the outside back cover. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Send any prayer request in at any time to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.  We realise that 

the situation we are in at the moment is very changeable therefore please ask for 

prayers when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your requests to our 

prayers. You can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.  

This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond. Prayer and reflection 

are regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy Facebook page. 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Funerals and Interments 

The funeral of Malcolm Nelson of Othery, who died on Sunday 2 May, 

was held at Sedgemoor Crematorium, on Saturday 15 May. 
 

FROM THE BISHOP 

A TIME TO LEARN 

‗I am always ready to learn although I do not always like being taught,‘ 

wrote Winston Churchill. I think many of us would echo that thought! 

A huge ‗thank you‘ to our teachers and all who support our schools! 

There has been a tremendous effort across our diocese to ensure our 

children have been able to continue their education during lockdowns 

and the need to restrict normal practice. Not only have the children 

been learning but teaching staff have also been going ‗back to school‘ in order to find 

new means of communication. Governors, church communities and individual 

volunteers have gone the extra mile too, to encourage our teachers through gifts and 

cards and prayer. The whole school team deserves our gratitude. 

Learning online is a challenge. Those of us who are spending many hours in Zoom 

rooms online these days can vouch for that. It‘s tiring! And it is not just our children 

who have found it so. At the end of this month we shall be celebrating the ordinations 

of our new priests. Last year they were ordained as deacons in September following 

three months as lay curates as a result of the pandemic restrictions.  

What a year to be a deacon! They‘ve had a very different learning experience than 
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would normally be expected. Not so 

much opportunity of the ‗hands-on‘ 

experience yet perhaps an even more 

profound learning possibility. I‘m looking 

forward to hearing their stories!  

We shall be repeating the new pattern of 

ordinations with our incoming deacons 

being licensed as lay curates initially this 

June. For them, colleges and courses 

have taken place principally online and 

they‘ve had experience of digital worship 

on top of regular lectures and seminars. 

How might that prepare them for our 

‗new normal‘ of blended worship, with 

live-streaming of services in person? 

As the Church emerges into this ‗new 

normal‘ we have the opportunity 

together to learn and discover new 

things, new gifts, new ways of being the 

people of God. It is the same good God, 

the same story of His love to share with 

others, but there‘s a new landscape. 

How might you and your community 

respond to that? What have you learnt  

in this time? And how might that learning 

change you and the way you do things? Do share your stories with us! 

―One learns from books and example only that certain things can be done. Actual 

learning requires that you do those things.‖ (Frank Herbert) 

Every blessing,    Ruth          

The Rt Rev Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 

 

MARKING A 

YEAR OF 

CHAPLAINCY 

Just over a year ago, 

Ewen Huffman 

became Chaplain to 

Hinckley Point C, the 

first salaried Chaplain 

to the construction 

industry. Starting 

work at Europe‘s 

largest building site 

just as a global 

pandemic took hold 
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was never going to be easy, but Ewen has continued to work on site throughout the 

year and has quickly become a familiar and valued part of the team. He‘s established a 

Christian group, runs regular prayer meetings and works alongside other health and 

mental health workers to provide support to anyone who needs it.  

  CHARITY CLOSE UP 

SHOUT 85258 

Text 'SHOUT' to 85258 any time, day or night. Your messages are 

confidential and anonymous. It's free on all major mobile networks 

in the UK and won't appear on your bill.  Shout 85258 is a free 

24/7 confidential text support service for anyone in the UK who is 

struggling to cope. Anyone can access support by texting 'SHOUT' 

to 85258 at any time of day or night and they will be connected to 

a trained volunteer able to help with issues such as stress, anxiety, worry, family or 

relationship problems, self-harm, loneliness, depression or suicidal thoughts. 

Since its public launch in May 2019, after a year-long pilot phase based on the successful 

US model 'Crisis Text Line', Shout 85258 has been there to support 280,000 texters 

through more than 650,000 conversations and through the challenges of the Covid-19 

pandemic. It gives people a chance to talk about issues that are troubling them; 55% of 

people who contact Shout feel that they have nobody else to talk to and around 38% 

are reaching out for mental health support for the first time, having never spoken to 

anyone before. 

Shout 85258 is funded and supported by a number of charities and organisations. Lots 

more information can be found on their website: https://giveusashout.org 
 

TWIN YOUR BIN! 

Join St Andrew‘s Church, Backwell and twin your bins with the 

charity Tearfund at www.tearfund.org.  

Around 2 billion people worldwide don't have their rubbish 

collected. By twinning your bin for £45, you can help fund a 

community project that's preventing disease, protecting the 

environment and creating jobs.  

Jane Canning from St Andrew‘s said: ―We‘re delighted to be 

involved with an initiative of such global reach and importance. I 

worked in Tanzania for two years. I expected terrible roads and poverty, what shocked 

me was that nobody collected our rubbish. We had to burn it or bury it in the garden.‖ 

Find out more about Bin Twinning at www.bintwinning.org 

 

  SCHOOLS NEWS 

As I write, it seems hard to believe that we are rapidly heading towards 

week 5 of the Summer term. The children are continuing to work hard 

and their enthusiasm for learning is wonderful to see. 

Our Hatchlings have been making the most of their lovely outside 

MIDDLEZOY AND OTHERY  

TO BE THE BEST WE CAN BE 
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learning area. Their learning theme this term is 

Under the Sea and they certainly seem to be 

enjoying this. I have seen lots of water play and 

bubbles! It is such a joy to be able to share in 

their awe and wonder. 

On top of all the English, Maths and Science 

learning across the school, the children have 

been absorbed in their history lessons. At 

Othery, Owlets have been busy learning all 

about the Great Fire of London and have 

shown their baking skills by making bread to 

help with their understanding of the cause of 

the fire. They have also been busy constructing 

houses as part of their Design Technology too 

with some amazing results. 

At Middlezoy, Herons have continued to learn 

all about the Tudors and have created some 

wonderful Tudor Roses using clay. They have 

drawn portraits and learnt about some of the 

antics of King Henry VIII. Cranes Class have 

taken a trip back in time to Ancient Greece 

and have been learning all about the different 

gods, using their knowledge to create some wonderful non-chronological texts. 

The run up to the Summer holidays is now upon us and with this comes the excitement  

of sports day, KS2 production and of course, ensuring our wonderful year 6 cohort is 

ready for secondary school. 

In addition to all of this, the local bio-diversity group have kindly offered to work with  

our children to develop ideal bio-diverse environments at both schools. We are looking 

forward to gaining knowledge in this area through their expertise. 

With the support of our wonderful PTA, we are working hard to develop the school 

outdoor learning area  

at Middlezoy. If anyone 

has any buddleia plants 

looking for a new home, 

we would be happy to 

make use of them in 

school. We are also 

looking for any plants 

suitable for pots such  

as lavender and summer 

bedding plants. Please 

contact the school office 

on 01823 698465 if you 

have any donations. 

Mrs Lindsay Hayward, 

Headteacher 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 
* Private Chapel of Rest * 

* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 
* Home Visiting Service * 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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LOCAL ELECTION RESULT 

POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER (AVON & SOMERSET) 

Avon and Somerset‘s new police and crime commissioner (PCC) has promised to  

―shout and scream‖ for more funding for the force and has already spoken to the  

Home Secretary. The election took place on Thursday 6 May when Mark Shelford 

received 34.4% of first preference votes and was elected after second preference votes 

were counted, beating Kerry Barker. He is only the area‘s second PCC, filling the shoes 

of independent Sue Mountstevens, who stepped down after nine years in the role. 

 

SKY AT NIGHT   June 2021 

Sunrise Sunset:   Beginning of June 5.01am-9.17pm   End of June 5.00am-9.29pm 

Moon Phases:      Last Quarter 2nd New Moon 10th       First Quarter 18th 

           Full 24th  

Planets:  Venus is visible in the west after sunset, not setting until 11pm. Mars is in the 

evening twilight also but faint and almost star like in appearance now, while Saturn and 

Jupiter are clear of the south-east horizon before 1.00am, so visible in the early 

morning sky. 

Stars:  The constellation of Scorpius, the scorpion, is low on the southern horizon 

around 11am during June. This large, magnificent formation of stars really does look like 

a scorpion with its tail rising into the sky. 

What you will notice is the red star Antares which is very similar in appearance to the 

planet Mars and to the Greeks marked the spot of the scorpion‘s heart. In Greek 

Antares actually means rival of Mars. 

Phenomena:  On Thursday 10 June there is an annular eclipse of the Sun where a ring 

of sunlight is visible around the Moon's silhouette. Unfortunately this will not be seen 

from the UK but what we will be treated to is a partial solar eclipse. 

Warning - never look at the Sun with the unaided eye - it will blind you. Only observe 

using certified 

eclipse glasses 

or proper 

equipment. 

The Summer 

Solstice is on 

Monday 21 

June. On this, 

Midsummer‘s 

day, we have 

the longest 

daylight and 

shortest night. 

   Paul Adamson 

01823 698156 

 

  GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS 
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SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 

Our meetings continue on Zoom for now when on Wednesday 30 June astronomical 

photographer Bud Budzynskiy will give a fun talk entitled Taint Rocket! We will also 

have the Night Sky Guide for July, Astronomy News and Historical Astronomy feature. 

All our online meetings are free to join. For details please contact us on 

somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com or www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk also follow us 

on Facebook.            Paul Adamson 01823 698156 
 

CHALICE MORRIS (front cover) 

The Chalice Morris group are based in Brent Knoll and regularly 

perform outside pubs in our area. 

Due to the pandemic they were unable to dance last year, but plan to 

rehearse as restrictions ease and to have a full programme for 2022.  

The Magic of the Morris 

This has been part of English life for at least six hundred years and may be much older. 

Whilst the style is peculiar to the English mainland, there are similarities to European 

dances and Court masques. 

The majority of Morris clubs today are revivals encouraged by the folk resurgence of 

the 1960s and 1970s. Up until this time there were about 80 clubs, at the Millennium 

there were 800 Morris sides in the UK and over 1000 worldwide! Morris dancing now 

attracts wide interest ... and comment! 

Morris Dancing has developed into a vibrant and lively community of dancers, with new 

young clubs forming; these can be either single or mixed sex.  

The Chalice Men are looking for new recruits either as dancers or musicians. Should 

you be interested contact Dick on 01458 841400.                        Gill Wilkinson 

http://www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk
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FARM DIARY 

This is written for non-farmers who live 

surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. In May we had lots of rain 

after a dry April. Any bare fields will 

probably be fields sown to maize. This is 

forage maize and there is no point taking 

a cob and cooking it for yourself as the 

varieties for forage maize don‘t lend 

themselves to that. I speak with the 

experience of a non-farming neighbour 

although I did warn them! Forage maize 

is harvested and ensiled and is a source 

of energy for animals. In rations for 

animals, after the vitamins and minerals 

are added, energy and protein are the 

main considerations. Grass silage can be 

sufficient for energy but only if it is cut at 

the appropriate time which is before too 

many seed heads appear. The wet May 

weather is impacting on the correct 

cutting dates for grass silage. The lack of 

sun may also mean that the grass does 

not have the usual energy content. 

Tree planting. Lots of talk about this in the press. We receive no help planting trees 

on small patches - 1¼ acres or less. The economics of planting are interesting. We 

recently planted a half acre patch with 320 trees as part of our Forestry Commission 

approved woodland management plan. It used to be an area of firs and failed firs. We 

planted a mixture of English oak, rowan, small leaved lime, hornbeam, hazel, crab apple, 

elder, wild cherry and field maple. Between calf and knee height, they were planted 

with a protective tube and stake by contractors. The trees cost 80p each but the tube 

and stake were £1.94 and the planting cost was about £1.56. Therefore a free tree is 

not much help. No expected income from this area of land. In the dry April, we spent 

half a day watering them. The wet May means June will probably be the next time they 

need watering BUT this is an added expense as is weed control. The reason we can 

incur this expenditure is because at the moment we are supported by the government 

with what is called the Basic Payment Scheme or B.P.S. This is being phased out over 

the next five or six years.                                      Richard Graham 
 

GLOBAL WARMING AND RESOURCE PROTECTION 

We have some naysayers and some who say it is not anthropogenic (man-made). We 

are still in the midst of a global pandemic that has claimed many lives. However, the 

need to rein in our use of energy and materials is paramount as the world population 

has gone up so much recently. Sir David Attenborough drew attention to this. It is 

hoped that we can share stories of what works and what it costs in order to encourage 

all of us to support perhaps the greatest threat to mankind.  Please send your 
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observations to the editor. 

Farming is committed to net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2040. 

False starts have occurred with the government's promotion of diesel cars which has 

now been rescinded. 

Government has subsidised renewable electricity production and committed to the 

banning of new petrol and diesel cars by 2030. Although the CEO of Stellantis the 

owner of Vauxhall, Carlos Tavares, said recently that this may mean that car driving 

could become the preserve of the wealthy. This would particularly impact those of us 

who live in rural areas. 

In the words of our Prime Minister, we need to follow the science. That is debatable in 

a lot of matters. 

Simple things householders can do: 

Recycle everything the council is collecting: e.g. our food waste goes to the local  

bio-digester to make electricity and mains gas. 

LED (light emitting diode) light bulbs in place of incandescent bulbs and fluorescent 

tubes are also a simple start. The LEDs are longer lasting and use less electricity 

(typically a seventh) for the same light output. They are only slightly more expensive. 

We have moved on from compact fluorescent bulbs. LEDs also produce more light and 

less heat so that light fittings have a longer life. 

Loft insulation is also a cheap start. 12 inches or 300 mm is now the accepted norm. 

Richard Graham 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS   

MOORLINCH PLANT SALE 

After much deliberation as to whether we should 

or we shouldn‘t have a plant sale, due to Covid-19, 

it was decided to have it on Saturday 15 May. As 

gathering inside was still not possible the same 

formula as last year was used with great success. As 

you will see from our picture it was very popular: 

all stalls had queues which were, of course, 

properly spaced out. The stalls had been placed 

around the village to avoid crowding and as the day 

started warm and sunny it was a pleasure to chat to 

neighbours as well as being able to buy so many 

lovingly reared and cared for plants donated to the 

hall for this vital piece of fundraising.  

There were three plant stalls, one cake stall and one stall selling up-cycled wooden 

items (SomersetWoodUp). The sale started at 11am and finished at 3pm and all cakes 

had been bought and only a smattering of plants were left over. 

On behalf of the Moorlinch Church Hall Committee I would like to thank Jenny for 

organising it, Gilly, Margaret, Jenny B, Carrie, Ben, Nicky, Penny, Sara and Mel all for 

manning the stalls and of course everybody who either donated or bought all those 

lovely plants and delicious cakes.  

Another Moorlinch success.                                     Mary Mason pp the Moorlinch CHC 
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OLIVE RADFORD MEMORIAL BENCH 

It is with great pleasure I can announce 

Moorlinch Church Hall has received a beautiful 

wooden bench donated to the grounds of the 

Hall by the Radford Family in memory of Olive 

who was, during her life, such a stalwart in 

providing cakes and teas at most the village 

social events since I came to the village 20+ 

years ago and before. Please come and enjoy a 

rest and look at the view.      

Mary Mason pp Moorlinch CHC 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 

More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 
 

VILLAGE PARTY  

Saturday 24 July. There will be a pig roast at the village hall in celebration of our 

vaccination progress. St Francis Chapelry is hosting, organising and giving this to village 

residents, 6pm start. Bring your own drinks and glasses. Admission by ticket only 

available from Richard 01278 722284 or Brian and Ann 01278 722999. Residents from 

the other villages of the Benefice or friends of Stawell residents will also be very 

welcome and will need tickets and they will cost £10. Offers of help for organising this 

please to Rachel 01278 723614. There will be a raffle.                           Richard Graham 
 

COFFIN WALK – STAWELL 

‘Now it is that time of night, That the graves all gaping wide, Every one lets forth his sprite, In 

the church-way paths to glide.’ Puck, Midsummer’s Night’s Dream. 
 

In the UK, ‗Corpse Roads‘ have similar names: Corpse Way, Bier Road, Burial Road, 

Coffin Road, Coffin Lane or Walk, Lych Way or Funeral Road. 

These funeral procession routes date from late medieval times. As new churches were 

built, the ‗mother churches‘ wanted to guard their 

revenues so the dead from outlying settlements were 

still brought to them for burial, so new consecrated 

burial grounds were few. 

Unfortunately, this made the conveyance of a coffin in 

harsh winter or wet conditions extremely difficult. 

With coffin bearers mired in mud and mourners 

wading through bogs, maybe clergy encouraged or paid 

for path stones to be laid to make things easier during 

this sad time (and retain their fees). 

Stawell's own Coffin Walk is from the old Roman 

Road (A39) down the hill via the existing footpath, it 

touches Ford Lane, then branches off, crossing the 

stream, then through what is now ‗The Grange‘ garden 
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GREINTON VILLAGE HALL 

If you have been through Greinton over the past few weeks, you will have noticed that 

there is work in progress on the Village Hall! We have been fortunate enough to have 

received some very generous grants over the past year - it would have taken us several 

years to raise a similar amount ourselves - and decided that replacing the roof was the 

best way of putting the money to good 

use. 

As far as we are aware, the village hall 

roof (at the front) was the original, 

dating back to when the hall was built in 

about 1853. The rear roof was more 

recent but all of it was quite dilapidated 

and the leaks have become more 

concerning. Hopefully the new roof will 

last another 150+ years. The original tiles 

are being reused at the front after re-

battening, laid over a modern insulating 

membrane. At the back, new interlocking 

clay tiles are being used as the old ones 

were breaking up and not suitable for 

reuse. 

While the scaffolding has been up, a small 

but dedicated band of volunteers has 

taken the opportunity to repaint the 

woodwork, re-point the stonework and 

generally tidy up the exterior. The 

cracked windows are all being repaired 

too. Alan Woodbridge, the Village Hall 

treasurer, has also done an enormous 

amount of work brightening up the 

interior with a lick of fresh paint. 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 

 

to join the existing Coffin Walk. 

On steeper parts of this footpath there are large flat stones on certain parts, were 

these originally part of the walk? Or special raised ‗coffin stones‘ on which the coffin 

was placed while the parishioners rested? 

There were special rituals to prevent the dead‘s spirits returning to haunt the living. 

The corpse was carried over a river or stream due to a belief that the dead‘s spirits 

could not cross water. Similarly, the feet of the corpse was kept pointing away from the 

family home on its journey to the cemetery. 

One of the oldest beliefs is any land over which a corpse is carried becomes a public 

right of way! 

Sleep well Stawell . . .        Gary Blinco 
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Finally, our insurance is covering most 

of the cost of some structural work 

required as a result of subsidence at 

the back of the hall. As part of this 

work, the ladies‘ lavatory will be 

renovated. All in all, the hall will be a 

much brighter and better maintained 

community facility when we are able 

to reopen. 

Thanks to everyone who has worked 

so hard to make this happen. 

Everyone on the Village Hall 

Committee is very much looking 

forward to being able to use the 

building once it is safe to do so and 

resuming some village social life. We 

are planning to hold monthly 'pub 

nights' but one particular date for 

your diaries is Saturday 25 September, 

when we are planning a party for the 

whole village. Details are still being 

discussed but it will probably be a hog 

roast and barn dance, possibly tied in 

with some form of Harvest 

Celebration. Watch this space for 

further details.                Toby Crispin 
 

Further Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in 

Somerset Facebook group 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 

MIDDLEZOY PARISH COUNCIL 

We are having a Village Assembly Evening on Wednesday 30 June at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall.  

This is to bring all the clubs and societies together to discuss what they are all about!  

It would be lovely to see as many residents as possible, old and new, and have a chat 

about what goes on in our village. 

There will be nibbles and the bar will be open!                                        Ann Lipscombe 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHAPEL    Services 

13 June 10.30am  United Service at Holy Cross 

27  "    6.30pm  HC Circuit Service with Rev Deborah Kirk  

11 July  10.30am  United Service at Chapel with David Clitheroe 

25  "    6.30pm  HC Circuit Service with Rev Deborah Kirk 

Glad to be able offer Services again! 
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VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING 

We are thinking about opening up again early September but would like to 

hold a meeting of existing members, those on the existing rota and anyone 

perhaps new to the village who would be interested in helping to keep this venture 

going! 

The meeting is on Monday 28 June at the Chapel at 10.30am. 

I would mention that I am resigning as Coordinator but will continue as part of the 

rota. There will of course be a need for someone to take on this role or perhaps 

several share it.             Pauline Stewart 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

Rogation Sunday 

On 25 April a Rogation Sunday service was  

led by Sarah Blake and Pauline Davies.  

20 adults and 5 children (and a dog) made 

wands then beat the boundary of the 

churchyard and with bible readings and 

prayers reflected on the village‘s farms, 

industries and businesses, the wilding of the 

churchyard, the lime trees and for those who 

are buried in the churchyards. 
 

Churchyard 

After many years of neglect the six lime 

trees, on the avenue up from the 

entrance from Kick‘s Hill, have finally 

been maintained. They were becoming a 

health and safety hazard as dead branches 

were falling off. They may look a little bit 

bare at present but hopefully we have 

extended their life by many more years 

and made the churchyard safer. 

Plans are in place to have a regular 

churchyard maintenance (nothing too 

heavy!) morning or afternoon to clear 

the ivy and vegetation on the building and 

the gutter running around the church. 

Once details are finalised, they will be 

distributed and posted on the Village 

Facebook page. 

With many taking holidays in the UK this 

year it is anticipated many more people 

will be visiting churches. First impressions 

are important, so by explaining the 

wilding of sections of the churchyard and 

undertaking routine maintenance, we 
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As a qualified  

counsellor, I  

provide a safe, 

confidential, and 

non-judgemental  

environment 

where I can help 

you gain insight 

into the less  

conscious aspects 

of your thinking,  

behaviour and  

feelings.  

I can offer brief  

focused counselling 

where we can  

address a current 

situation, as well as longer term psychotherapy where we can work together to explore 

deeper rooted difficulties which may have built up over time as a result of your earliest  

experiences.   

I offer face-to-face sessions all day on a Thursday and a Friday afternoon at 2 East Quay, 

Bridgwater. TA6 5AY, as well as via zoom or telephone for the rest of the week.     Karen 

 

hope, the enjoyment of their visit to Holy Cross will be increased. 

Services 

The church remains open for daily private prayer. Full details of the planned Sunday 

services in June and early July are on the back cover.            Ian Campbell, Churchwarden 

 

GARDEN ART COMPETITION 

The Garden Art competition in Middlezoy will be on Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 June. 

We want everyone to come and judge the entries so book the date in your diaries 

now. Voting papers and ballot boxes will be in the bus shelter and church porch during 

the event.                Pam Jamieson 
 

LANGPORT FOODBANK 

There is a box in the church porch for contributions to Langport Foodbank. This is the 

food bank which deals with our villages of Othery and Middlezoy. Contributions will be 

taken up to Langport on the first Wednesday of each month. 

Please feel free to get in touch by emailing shrubrose@yahoo.co.uk.             Jean Campbell 
 

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL 

MIDDLEZOY COMMUNITY PROJECT 

The Village Hall is now open for business and we are getting a number of enquiries for 

its use. We have had some minor maintenance undertaken and we are ready to go. 

From 21 May the village hall will be opening the bar on a Friday 5pm - 7.30pm during 

the cricket sessions and all villagers are welcome. This is a trial at the moment, each 
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THANK YOU OTHERY 

Thank you to Mervyn Winslade and Margaret Harris for the Tribute for Barry Peacock 

placed in the MOMSS Magazine. 

The Service at St Michael‘s was a fitting send off for one so loved, it was with regret 

that we could not open the doors up for all the village family and friends. A special 

mention to Rev. Kelvin Williams and family friend Eric Scammell for their efforts and of 

course Grandfields for their organisation. 

I know where mum and dad are that they will still be thinking of Othery and the friends 

they made. 

Even though there are no Peacocks left in the village I am sure some of their legacy will 

live on. 

On a final note, even though we live two hours away we shall be back from time to 

time; we can‘t let our Somerset 'Aunty' think that we have forgotten her. 

Phillip and Shirley Peacock 
 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH 

Services 

Until the end of June or the lifting of the 

lockdown we are continuing to have 

Sunday services only, online via Zoom. 

The full list of planned services in June 

and early July is on the back cover. 
 

Barn Tabletop Sales - 

Saturday 31 July 

This is being held in the 

big barns of North Lane 

Farm courtesy of the 

Betty family. There will be sales of crafts, 

bric-a-brac, cakes, afternoon teas, 

refreshments, raffle, games, etc. There 

will also be a bar and musical 

entertainment. The events will be from 

2pm to 5.30pm. Tables will be available 

to 'rent' at £10 each. Full details and 

booking forms from Mrs. Elinor Busby, 

Church Farmhouse, North Lane, Othery, 

TA7 0QG, tel: 01823 690453. 

Friday, and if successful will run through to the end of the cricket season. You can find 

an update on all activities planned, including Shakespeare‘s ‗As you Like it‘  on Friday 2 

July, the Summer Fete on Sunday 11 July and Queen Tribute band on Saturday 24 July 

and much, much, more on our website: https://www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk   

             Mike Birks, Chair 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), 
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, 
Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other 
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, 
Nutrition, Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 

 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS 
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Vehicles Road Run – Saturday 18 September 

This will again start and end, by kind permission, at Maisey's Field 

opposite the speed camera. 

Entry forms for the 2nd Annual Classic and Vintage Vehicles Road 

Run are available from Mervyn Winslade tel. 01823 698368 and email: 

mervwinslade@gmail.com. The Vehicles Road Run entry fee paid before the day is £10 

otherwise it will be £12 on the day. Free entry for the public to view and admire the 

participating vehicles. Hot and cold drinks and nibbles will be for sale. Portable toilet 

also on site. 

The assembly of vehicles will be from 1.30pm to 3pm, judging will commence from 

3pm. BBC Radio Somerset personality Sarah Kana-ah will officially start the circular 

route road run at 3.30pm. As the vehicles return there will be a Pig Roast on sale to 

everyone! 

Harvest Supper – Monday 27 September 

This will be held in Othery Village Hall. Make sure to book this date in your diaries. 

All these events are to raise funds for the maintenance and upkeep of St Michael's, 

Othery's parish church and the Church Room. 

Mervyn Winslade & Margaret Harris, Churchwardens 
 

CHURCH ROOM COFFEE MORNINGS 

With the lifting of the lockdown - providing any restrictions will allow - 

we shall start running again our weekly Tuesday Coffee Mornings from 

22 June, open from 10am to noon. Coffees, 

teas, hot chocolate, biscuits and cakes will 

be available to enjoy. We are looking 

forward to seeing previous and new 

patrons, young and old.  

                 Othery Church Room Committee 
 

OTHERY 

READING GROUP 

Our theme for this 

month was Science 

Fiction and the book chosen was Kindred, 

by Octavia E. Butler (1979).  

When African-American writer, Dana 

finds herself transported from 1979 Los 

Angeles to the pre-Civil War Antebellum 

south to repeatedly save her white slave-

owning ancestor, she must confront the 

horrendous reality of surviving slavery 

while not losing her modern day identity. 

The novel explores major themes of 

power, race and inequality. Butler‘s 

contextualising of this era is challenging; 

the way in which she contrasts modern  
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day 1979 with the pre-Civil War age offers a different 

perspective on the complicated and degrading reality 

of slavery.  

This novel I feel suffers from its own success and 

readers came to it with reviews such as: 

Kindred: The ground-breaking masterpiece … the marker 

you should judge all other time-travelling narratives by …’. 

Inevitably some were disappointed with a Sci-Fi novel 

published 40 years ago, dated in its contemporary 

narrative but without the charm of much older works 

by authors such as HG Wells and Jules Verne. 

However, many enjoyed it, treating it as an historical 

novel that exposed the savage horrors of slavery – 

―An extremely clever piece of work‖. 

Our book(s) for June - A Whole Life, by Robert 

Seethaler, (and if you have time The Murder of Roger 

Ackroyd, by Agatha Christie). 

Martin Wall, Othery Reading Group 

 

 

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 
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ROG'S RECIPES, TRIED AND TESTED 

There are those who love to cook and those who don‘t! The joy of this recipe is there 

is no cooking! 
 

TABBOULEH 

A little of this goes a long way as a starter to a meal. This is a super way of using fresh 

herbs from the garden. 
 

Ingredients 

12oz or 375g Bulgar wheat 

1 onion, finely chopped 

¼ pint or 150ml cold pressed olive oil 

4 tbsp lemon juice 

1 large bunch of parsley, finely chopped 

2 oz or 60g chopped mint 

Salt & pepper to taste 

Bed of lettuce leaves for serving or cooked sliced runner beans, cooled 

Black olives, lemon wedges and tomato wedges to garnish 
 

Method 

Spread the Bulgar wheat out over a clean muslin cloth in a large roasting pan (a clean 

tea-towel will be all right). 

Sprinkle the Bulgar wheat with water and leave to rest for 30 minutes. 

Squeeze out the excess water. 

Mix in the onion, oil, lemon juice, herbs, salt and pepper. If you prefer it a little spicy, 

add a pinch of either cayenne pepper or ground cumin. 

Arrange the lettuce leaves or runner beans on a large serving dish. 

Pile the Bulgar wheat on top and garnish with the olives, lemon and tomato wedges. 
 

Half of this recipe served four persons as an accompaniment to cold fish or meat. 

Hope you enjoy. 

Rog Harding 
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 

From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to 

obtain the code to open the cabinet give the following information 

about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm   TA7 9BU  

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 
 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 

  USEFUL INFORMATION  

POLICE        Emergencies only tel: 999 ;  Non emergencies tel: 101 

CRIMESTOPPERS    8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111 

 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 

The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows: 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Friday 4 June, Thursdays 10, 17, 24 June, 1 July 

Black Wheeled Bins, alternate weeks: 

Thursdays 10 and 24 June, 8 July 

Garden Waste Bins, alternate weeks: 

Middlezoy: changed to Mondays 7, 21 June, 5 July 

Othery: changed to Friday 4, Thursdays 17 June, 1 July 

Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet, Greinton: changed to Thursdays 10, 24 June, 8 July 

Recycling Centres: 

Summer opening hours are 9am-6pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks. 

Next visit: 16 June 

Stawell Village Hall     9.50am - 10.30am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Rd Junction 10.45am - 11.15am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop 12.30pm -  1.10pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on  

0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 



23 

 

 

MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416  
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 

Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Kim Wrixon 07889 658309; Lora Bray 07720 642007 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet and Greinton: 

Claire Baker, email: claireb@somersetrcc.org.uk or 07494 883654 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm                                            

Shop 01823 587222 - Mornings - Open: Monday to Saturday 8.45am-11am 

                                 Afternoons - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3pm-5pm 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464; The London Inn 01823 698416 

Maisey‘s Bakery 01823 698244;  Open Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat: 8.30am-2pm, 

Hot Takeaway: 8.30am-12 noon 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O‘Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;  
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 690598;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com
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You are very welcome at the services here in our United Benefice 

 

   CHURCH SERVICES AND READINGS CHARTS FOR JUNE 2021 
 

 
 

   The Common Worship readings and lessons for the following days: 

 
 

DATE SEASON METHODISTS ANGLICAN 

JUNE 
6 Sun 

First after 

Trinity 
    

10.30am United Benefice Service online 

13 Sun Second 

after Trinity 
  10.30am Joint service with Methodists at 

             Middlezoy church 
10.30am service online – Othery 
10.30am service online – Moorlinch 
10.30am service at Stawell church 

20 Sun Third after 

Trinity 
    

10.30am United Benefice Service online 

27 Sun Fourth after 

Trinity 
6.30pm Holy  

Communion service 

at Middlezoy 

Chapel 

10.30am service at Middlezoy church 
10.30am service online – Othery 
10.30am service at Moorlinch church 
10.30am service at Stawell church 

JULY 
4 Sun 

Fifth after 

Trinity 
  10.30am United Benefice Service at 

             Moorlinch church 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

JUNE 
3 Thu 

Corpus Christi 
(Thanksgiving for 

Holy Communion) 

OT:       Genesis, chapter 14, verses 18 to 20 
Psalm:   116, verses 10 to 17 
Epistle:  1 Corinthians, chapter 11, verses 23 to 26 
Gospel:  John, chapter 6, verses 51 to 58 

6 Sun First Sunday 

after Trinity 

(Proper 5) 

OT:       1 Samuel, chapter 8, verses 4 to 20 
Psalm:   138, verses 25 to the end 
Epistle:  2 Corinthians, chapter 4, verses 13 to 
             chapter 5, verse 1 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 3, verses 20 to the end 

13 Sun Second Sunday 

after Trinity 

(Proper 6) 

OT:       1 Samuel, chapter 15, verses 43 to 
             chapter 16 verse 13 
Psalm:    20 
Epistle:   2 Corinthians, chapter 5, verses 6 to 17 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 4, verses 26 to 34 

20 Sun Third Sunday 

after Trinity 

(Proper 7) 

OT:       1 Samuel, chapter 17, verses 32 to 49 
Psalm:    9, verses 9 to the end 
Epistle:   2 Corinthians, chapter 6, verses 1 to 13 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 4, verses 35 to the end 

27 Sun Fourth Sunday 

after Trinity 

(Proper 8) 

OT:       2 Samuel, chapter 1, verses 1 and 17 to the end 
Psalm:   130 
Epistle:   2 Corinthians, chapter 8, verses 7 to the end 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 5, verses 21 to the end 

JULY 
4 Sun 

Fifth Sunday 

after Trinity 

(Proper 9) 

OT:       2 Samuel, chapter 5, verses 1 to 5 and 9 and 10 
Psalm:   48 
Epistle:   2 Corinthians, chapter 12, verses 2 to 10 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 6, verses 1 to 13 
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