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MOMSS MAGAZINE 
This publication is hand delivered 

FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 
villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 
 

It can also be found at: 
www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk 

 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Gill Wilkinson 
Compiler this month: Jane Stryker  
 

NEWS ARTICLES 
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
 

We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or the 
publisher. 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 
Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December’  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 
Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 
Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53 

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

This magazine is edition  
number 6 of volume 18 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
August edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 July 
Articles 15 July 

 



1 

The easing of restrictions has been delayed but summer is here at last and we can all 

enjoy our outside spaces. There has been an excellent response to the articles in June’s 

edition on Tree Planting (Farm Diary) and Global Warming and Resource Protection. See 

pages 4-7 for these which have information on: local support for tree, shrub and 

hedgerow planting which includes Community Projects, how to make your house more 

eco-friendly and how to make your garden more wildlife friendly. PLEASE keep these 

articles coming, each small effort made contributes to an improvement in the 

environment of us all. There is also information on ‘StoryWalks’ for the curious and 

young at heart, which can enliven walking with the family. 

When you use adverts from the magazine to find a provider, if you can mention you saw 

them here first, it encourages suppliers to continue advertising with us and so we are able 

to produce MOMSS free to every household in our area. 

Gill Wilkinson (Editor July edition) 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

FROM THE REGISTERS 
Funerals and Interments 

A funeral service for Ethel Cockerell was held at Holy Cross Middlezoy on 2 June 21. 

Ethel, late of Nethermore Road was an active church member and died in a Langport 

care home aged 98 years. Her ashes were later interred with her husband in the 

churchyard. 
 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 
Private Prayer 

You are most welcome to visit either Holy 

Cross Church, Middlezoy or St Francis  

Church, Stawell, which are both open daily 

10am to 4pm. 

Sunday Services 

The detailed services chart is on the outside 

back cover. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Send any prayer request in at any time to 

middlezoyprayers@gmail.com   Please ask for 

prayers when they are needed. A group of us 

are ready to add your requests to our 

prayers. You can be sure everything is done 

in the strictest confidence.  

This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the 

benefice or beyond. Prayer and reflection are 

regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church, 

Middlezoy Facebook page. 

mailto:middlezoyprayers@gmail.com


2 

FROM THE BISHOP 
God’s Gift To Humankind. 

The leaves of the trees will be for the healing of the nations. 

Revelation chapter 22, verse 2. 

A few days spent recently in the Lakes gave us a much anticipated 

opportunity to visit the new RHS garden, Bridgewater, near 

Manchester. Created in the ruins of the overgrown walled garden of 

a long gone great house, the garden is the result of co-operation 

between the RHS and the City 

Council. 

While the Paradise Garden with its pools and flowing 

water reminded me of the river of life in the Revelation, 

it was the therapeutic garden which captured my 

imagination. A number of charities working in inner 

Manchester with people whose lives are deeply affected 

by issues of mental health and social deprivation had 

approached the RHS to explore the possibility of 

creating a working garden to be grown and maintained 

by the various communities involved. The result is 

stunning both visually and mentally. 

To aid the development the partners decided to allocate 

some of their limited financial resources towards the appointment of a full time 

occupational therapeutic gardener. Talking 

with her and reading the display boards 

around the garden we discovered that for 

many of those involved not only was this 

their first experience of gardening but 

more importantly the physical work and 

interaction is giving them a hope and 

purpose in life in ways that nothing else 

had been able to achieve. 

The Revelation speaks of a world 

transformed and made new by God; the 

very stuff of the earth, trees and water, 

bringing new life to what was tired and old. 

The Scriptures remind us that the earth is 

God’s gift to humankind to be tended and 

cherished; to be used for the good of all. 

But let the last word be that of the 

therapeutic gardener “we can care for 

others; we can care for the earth. All we 

need is a vision and the will.” 

With my blessing +Trevor  

The Rt Rev Trevor Willmott, Assistant Bishop 

Bath and Wells 
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As I write the article for this month, it is wonderful to finally have a crystal blue sky and 

signs of summer all around us. The children have returned from their May half term 

rested and full of energy as we enter the last 7 weeks of this academic year. Across the 

school there is a buzz of excitement as our sports day, production and leavers’ 

preparations are planned. The children are (of course) still busy with their learning and 

making the most of the great weather. Let’s hope it lasts! The outside classroom at 

Middlezoy is looking amazing and we have been so lucky to have received many 

wonderful plants from so many of you. Plants are still coming in with a range of lupins 

and buddleia arriving since half term. We have been overwhelmed by the generosity 

from our local community. On behalf of the children and staff, I would like to say a huge 

thank you for all your support. Pictures of the outdoor learning area can be found on the 

school website and our most recent newsletter which is also on the website https://

www.middlezoyandotheryschools.co.uk/. There was a lot of work carried out over the half 

term break at Othery too. The fence and gate at Othery have been painted and all the 

picnic benches received some much-needed TLC. We were kindly gifted some parasols 

for the picnic tables by one of our parents, which has been a great help at lunchtimes. In 

the final week of last term, Mr Roger Redman, a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths) ambassador and retired aerospace research engineer, visited our year 5 and 

6 pupils and worked with them, showing them how to use robots. The children are 

  SCHOOL NEWS  MIDDLEZOY AND OTHERY 
     TO BE THE BEST WE CAN BE 
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looking forward to the 

after-school club Mr 

Redman will be 

running over the 

coming month. The 

pupils at Middlezoy 

also had the 

opportunity to work 

with our local PSCO, 

Georgia Coles, just 

before half term. 

PSCO Coles worked 

with the children to 

discuss online safety 

and how to access 

available help inside 

and outside school. The children engaged with the sessions really well. They have a clearer 

understanding about the dangers of chatting to strangers online and a reinforced 

understanding about where and how to access support and advice. We look forward to 

further opportunities for collaborative working with Georgia, across both schools, in the 

future.  

Miss Booth is busy planning a revamp of the top play area at Middlezoy with some 

wonderful plans for outdoor learning - I have requested that in the autumn, hot chocolate 

and smores will be involved! Watch this space! We are looking to set up a willow dome 

and would love to hear from anyone locally who may be able to support us with this or 

any other aspect of developing our outdoor learning area. Finally, Mrs Nicola Mannion, 

Chair of Governors, will be attending the Village Hall open evening when it is rescheduled. 

If you would like to learn more about the school, or have any questions, Nicola will be 

more than happy to answer them. 

Mrs Lindsay Hayward, Headteacher 

GLOBAL WARMING AND RESOURCE PROTECTION 
We are writing this as David Attenborough tells G7 leaders that their climate change 

decisions will be the most important in human history. He urges them to drive a global, 

green industrial revolution. Their decisions will have the greatest impact on climate change 

but, as Richard Graham wrote last month, we can all do our bit to limit our carbon 

footprint. Richard suggested we might share something about Willow Cottage, our eco-

home, built ten years ago. 

Yes, Willow Cottage has high-tech features that generate energy, reduce demand and cut 

down on wastage. We do have a ground source heat pump, solar panels, heat recovery 

ventilation etc but these are of limited value unless the basics are in place. These basics 

can be relatively easily added to an existing home or are lifestyle decisions anyone can 

make. 

  GENERAL  INTEREST ITEMS 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 
* Private Chapel of Rest * 

* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 
* Home Visiting Service * 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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• Have as much insulation in attics and walls as possible. 

• Reduce draughts as much as possible. We don’t have a letterbox or catflap (or cat!). 

• Fit LED lights. Cheap to run and last for years. 

• Tumble dryers are 75% of the carbon footprint of a typical wash. Do you really need 

one? 

• Consider energy rating labels when buying new appliances. 

• Buy Peat Free compost for the garden. Peat bogs are being depleted and huge amounts 

of locked away carbon as being lost to the atmosphere. 

• Solar panels can be retrofitted. They are getting cheaper and more efficient and you can 

be paid through the Smart Export Guarantee (SEG) scheme for power you feed into 

the grid.  

These are a few of the simpler ways we use to try to limit our carbon footprint. If anyone 

wants to know more about the more technical side to our home, we are happy to talk to 

you; maybe these could form the basis for a future article.   Janet and Brian Scowcroft 
 

LITTLE ENGLAND RETREATS 
Licensing application below for Little England Retreats.  

Website:  https://littleenglandretreats.co.uk/  or find them on Facebook. 

Emma Shepherd is applying for the Grant of a Premises Licence for  

Little England Retreats, Little England Farmhouse, Little England, Othery, 

Somerset, TA7 0QR. 

The Licence if granted is to enable the following activities to take place: sale of 

alcohol on the premises and provision of regulated entertainment. On the 

following days: Monday- Sunday 11:00 until 23:00 

Any person wishing to make a representation in relation to this application 

must do so in writing to by 21th July 2021 and send it to; Licensing, 

Environmental Services, Sedgemoor District Council, Bridgwater House, King 

Square, Bridgwater, TA6 3AR.  

Representations may be made for 28 consecutive days from the date of this 

notice. 

A copy of the application for the grant of the above licence is available on our 

website: https://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/article/750/Recent-licence-

Applications-under-the-Licensing-Act-2003-and-the-Gambling-Act-2005 

Alternatively, a copy is kept by; The Licensing Unit, Sedgemoor District 

Council, Bridgwater House, King Square, Bridgwater, TA6 3AR. The 

application can be viewed Monday to Thursday, 9am to 5pm and Friday 9am to 

4.30pm. Not including bank holidays. 

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in 

connection with an application. The maximum fine for which a person is liable 

on summary conviction for making a false statement is £5,000. 
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PLANT MORE TREES 
I always read with interest the monthly articles that Richard Graham writes for us non-

farming folk, and I was particularly interested in June’s short piece about tree planting and 

the issue facing landowners with small tracts of land who are wishing to plant more trees.  

In essence, the argument is that without a financial incentive it is unlikely many will bother.  

Farming is of course a business but the Climate Emergency and unfolding environmental 

crisis will see farmers facing risks to their livelihoods from both rising temperatures and sea 

levels. Planting trees and shrubs, replacing lost hedgerows and allowing scrub to develop 

will mitigate this to some degree.   

We all depend on healthy ecosystems to provide for every breath of air and every mouthful 

of food we consume.   Yet the species that support us, the fungi, insects, amphibians and 

birds etc. are declining at a rapid and alarming rate.  Trees provide shade and shelter for 

crops and livestock, they soak up rain, allowing the water to percolate into the aquifers, 

rather than surface run off.  Trees are effective at carbon capture, purify the air, provide 

important habitat, enrich and stabilise the soil, provide timber, food, and importantly 

increase our mental well-being.  In order to survive, this planet needs more trees.  Yet 

woodland cover in the UK is the lowest in Europe and Somerset has the fewest trees of 

any county. 

The Government have just announced that they will offer support to landowners to plant 

trees. No doubt the legal obligation to reduce greenhouse gas emissions has focused their 

minds but this is a welcome move. A £16m fund followed by £500m of future funding will 

be paid to landowners for planting trees that protect wildlife, reduces flood risk and 

increases public access.  It will cover all the costs of planting plus pay significant bonuses for 

woodland that helps wildlife recover or reduces flood risk.  Hopefully this will prove 

sufficient incentive for increased planting.    

For smaller landowners and Parish Councils in Somerset wishing to plant trees Somerset 

Rivers Authority in partnership with Reimagining the Levels (RtL) have pledged monies to 

support tree, shrub and hedgerow 

planting that will aid water 

management.  Somerset has 

experienced sudden and prolonged 

flooding and areas that are adjacent 

to watercourses or which will 

intercept surface water runoff are 

eligible for generous grants.  RtL will 

offer expert advice on appropriate 

planting for the landscape, supply 

trees, supports and protections along 

with a payment for every tree 

planted.  RtL is also interested in 

supporting community planting 

schemes in schools, recreation 

grounds or village halls, not linked to water management.  For more information email 

katetowers.rtl@gmail.com or visit the website at reimaginingthelevels.org.uk 

Carrie Skinner  
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MAKE YOUR GARDEN A BETTER PLACE 
FOR WILDLIFE 
We are living in the midst of a climate and ecological 

emergency. We’ve lost almost all of our wildflower 

meadows, 76% of our butterfly species are in decline and 

once common birds such as the house sparrow and 

starling are suffering widespread declines. The natural 

world is in trouble and it needs our help.  

This is where you come in. You can help turn the 

fortunes of our declining wildlife around. The biggest 

area of green space in our villages is people’s gardens. 

Our gardens act as vital refuges for wildlife, providing 

homes for hundreds of species.  

There are many ways to give a home to wildlife and welcome wildlife into your garden. 

My top 5 recommendations are: 

• Leave part of your grass lawn to grow longer. You could cut it once a year in 

July. This will allow plants to flower and insects to make their homes in the long grass.  

• Create a pond. A simple way is to bury a washing up bowl in the soil, even a small 

pond will be used by wildlife.  

• Plant some nectar rich flowers. 

Native species are best as our wildlife is 

more adapted to feed on them, but 

some of the non-natives sold by garden 

centres are also great. Look out for 

those labelled as bee/pollinator friendly.  

• Feed the birds. This helps them 

survive and they’re also fun to watch! 

• Plant a tree. Pick one to suit the 

space you have, an oak if you have a big 

garden or a hazel if you have a small 

one.  

You can find out more about how to 

improve your garden on the ‘Wild 

Middlezoy’ website  

https://wildmiddlezoy.wordpress.com or the 

Somerset Wildlife Trust website: https://

www.somersetwildlife.org/get-involved/at-home/

garden-projects 

Our villages are wonderful places, let’s 

make them even better. Get out into your 

garden and welcome the wildlife in!  

Simon Phelps 

 

 

Saturday 31st July 
2pm - 5.30pm 

 

TABLETOP SALES 
in North Lane Farm barns, 

Othery, TA7 0QG 
 

Crafts, Bric-a-brac, Cakes,  
Afternoon Teas, 
Refreshments, 

Raffle, Games, etc, Bar and 
 Musical entertainment 

 
Tabletops available to rent at  
£10  each for the afternoon 

Booking forms from  
Mrs Elinor Busby 

01823 690453 

Raising funds for St Michael’s 
Othery 
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COAST PATHS STORYWALKS 
As many of you know, I am a Rights of Way volunteer for Somerset County Council 

and, as part of the England Coast Path National Trail, the Council have launched some 

self-led trails covering a variety of history, wildlife and linguistic facts along the England 

Coast Path letting walkers find out more about the area they are walking in as well as 

some of Somerset's amazing history. 
Commissioned as part of the England Coast Path project and created by local author 

Chris Jelley, they are written to embellish the experience of the local area by linking 

facts, myth, history and tales to locations. The walks are between one and five 

kilometres long and are set in urban and rural areas between Brean Down in the north 

and Minehead in the west.  

The author says “Storywalks are little journeys into the curious history, folklore and 

abundant nature along a trail”. 

The Storywalks use the internet and the location finder in your phone to unlock 

chapters in a story about the area you are walking in. There’s no need to download 

anything, simply go to the England Coast Path Storywalks page: https//

englandcoastpathstorywalksinfo/ and choose the walk to follow!  

Why not try a Storywalk next time you are on the Coast Path? Locations in Somerset 

include: Brean Down Fort, Burnham Lighthouse, Bridgwater Docks, Lilstock, Kilve, 

Minehead, Steart Marshes, Watchet. 

Gary Blinco 
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SKY AT NIGHT 
July 2021 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of July 5.01am-9.29pm - End of July 5.36am-8.59pm 

Moon Phases 

Last Quarter 1st  New Moon 10th  First Quarter 17th Full Moon 24th   Last Quarter 31st 

Planets 

After sunset, low in the west you 

can see Venus which is very bright 

and also Mars which is much fainter; 

both planets set around 10.30pm.  

Over in the east the gas giant Saturn 

rises at 10pm followed by the other 

gas giant Jupiter at 10.30pm. 

Stars 

The very bright white star almost 

directly overhead at around 11pm is 

Vega in the constellation of Lyra the 

Harp.  This star is the 5th brightest in 

the sky and it takes the light from 

Vega over 25 years to reach us. Due 

to the Earth’s wobble over time the 

North Pole changes direction and 

because of this in 12000 BC Vega 

was the Pole Star and will be again in 

13600 AD. 

Phenomena 

During July ‘noctilucent’ or night shining clouds may be visible on the north west 

horizon 90 minutes to 2 hours after sunset and the same time before sunrise in north 

east. These shimmering glowing clouds are formed from dust 50 miles up in the 

atmosphere and are seen this time of year when the sun doesn’t set far below the 

horizon. may be visible on the north west horizon  

Paul Adamson 01823698156 

 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 
Our meetings continue on Zoom when on Wednesday 28 July John Martin M.B.E. 

presents a talk on the Apollo 15 moon mission of 50 years ago. We will also present a 

night sky guide for August. 

All our online meetings are free to join. For details please contact 

us on somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com or 

www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk also follow us on Facebook. 

Paul Adamson 01823698156 

http://www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk
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FARM DIARY  
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

In the field. With the wet weather in May and then the temperature rising in June, the 

crops are looking very good. Owing to the world situation, prices of all commodities are 

high. When the oil price rises for example the wheat price rises. We might even receive 

high prices at the same time as high yields. This would be an unusual situation. At the 

moment we are still struggling from last year’s poor yields. However, my cooperative 

marketing through Openfield has produced a very good price for last year’s crops. The 

market analyst for Openfield said recently that “the market continues to play a great 

game of snakes and ladders with volatility being a feature of every trading day.” 

Trees. In the dry weather in the middle of June our recently planted trees had more 

time spent on them. The undergrowth around them was cut to both reduce competition 

and also allow us to water them. Another day gone with more expense - perhaps 

another 50 pence per tree. 

Goats. If you want to keep up with these and 

are a Facebook user then Oaklands Goats will 

inform you and has some amazing pictures of 

them as well. With everybody using hand gel 

frequently to ward off a possible covid infection, 

it is worth noting that grazing animals need to 

build an immunity to worms that are picked up 

from the pasture they are on.  

Sheep and cattle will build this immunity if they 

are challenged appropriately at a young age. 

Goats are different and never do so. Hence our 

current grazing system is based on putting them 

on clean pasture at all times. Grazing and cutting 

alternate, and that is easier said than done. 

Richard Graham 

 

Part of the NFU’s guide on backing British 

Farming: 

https://www.countrysideonline.co.uk/back-british-

farming/cook-and-eat/shopping-guides/ 

Richard Graham 

 

 
INTRODUCING YOUR NEW POLICE TEAM 
There has been a recent change of police personnel covering the MOMSS&G villages 

area. 

Covering our beat (Sedgemoor South East, AW056) we now have PC 3274 Claire Allan 

as the Neighbourhood Beat Manager supported by PCSO 6761 Georgia Coles and PCSO 

8127 Benjamin Simpkin. Also linked to our area is PC 1384 Ross Rugman. 

PCSO Georgia Coles is also the Schools Link Officer for Middlezoy, Othery, 

Westonzoyland, Kings Moor (Bridgwater), Woolavington and Cossington. 
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For non-emergency matters if you need to contact either PC Allan or PC Rugman you 

can get in touch by phoning 101. Also for non-emergency matters if you need to 

contact PCSO Coles or PCSO Simpkin their phone numbers are listed on the inside 

back page. 

For emergencies dial 999. 

Anita Winslade  
 
TRUE STORY 
Over eighty years ago, in Greece, 60,000 Jews lived peacefully in Thessaloniki. It was a 

valued and vibrant community. Most of these Jews worked in the port, which even 

closed on Saturday, Shabbat. 

On September 2, 1939, on the eve of the outbreak of World War II, it was on this 

community that the Nazi terror suddenly 

arose. 

On April 6, 1941, Hitler invaded Greece in 

order to secure its southern front before 

launching the famous Operation 

Barbarossa and its great offensive against 

Russia. Of the 60,000 Jews in Thessaloniki, 

around 50,000 were exterminated at the 

Birkenau concentration camp, in record 

time! 

Among the few survivors was a family 

known as Bourla. 

After the war, in 1961, a son was born into 

this miraculous family in the camps. His 

parents called him Israel–Abraham. He 

grew up and studied veterinary medicine in 

Greece. A brilliant student, Abraham got 

his doctorate in reproductive 

biotechnology at the veterinary school of 

Aristotle University in Salonika. 

At the age of 34, he decided to move to 

the United States.  He changed his first 

name Abraham, to Albert. 

Claire Allan 
Tel: 101 

 

Georgia Coles 
Tel: 07889 659466 

 

Benjamin Simpkin 
Tel: 07889 659932 

 

Ross Rugman 
Tel: 101 
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Albert was integrated into the medical industry. He progressed 

quickly and joined a pharmaceutical company where he became 

Head Manager.  Abraham (Albert) rose through the ranks and 

got his appointment as CEO of this company in 2019. 

Throughout the year Albert decided to direct the efforts of the 

company to try to find a vaccine against a new virus which had 

just struck the world. He expended great financial and 

technological efforts to achieve his goal. 

A year later the WHO (World Health Organization) validated his company to produce 

the long-awaited vaccine ... His vaccine was distributed in several countries including 

Germany, which counted thousands of dead from the pandemic. 

Ironically, this vaccine which will save the lives of millions of people around the world 

including many Germans, was led and pushed by a little Jew from Thessaloniki, son of 

Holocaust survivors. 

And that is why Israel became the first country to receive the vaccine. In memory of his 

grandparents and his parents, who gave birth to Israel-Abraham Bourla, known today as 

Albert Bourla: CEO of Pfizer… 

 

“THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS A FREE LUNCH” 
…but there is plenty of free online learning available! 

I have recently attended a six week Zoom 

course entitled Talking Jesus. No, it wasn’t 

a new language course, but it was very 

interesting, thought provoking, great fun 

and free! How did I hear about it? Well, 

our much-loved Reader Pauline was 

attending one of these courses via Zoom 

and she was so enthusiastic about it that I 

told her I would enrol on the next one – 

and I did.  

I was apprehensive to begin with but it did 

cross my mind that if I didn’t like it I could 

always just not turn up the for the next 

session! I didn’t know any of the other 

20+ participants but soon realised that 

perhaps this was a positive thing as it was 

good to meet new people with a whole 

different range of life experiences, 

opinions and questions. The people taking 

the course were very encouraging and 

excellent facilitators. So I did the six 

weeks and would quite happily have done 

another six if it was on offer! 

If you want to find out more about what 

courses Bath and Wells Diocese offer visit 
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their website at https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/events-and-training/lay-courses/ 

 But if that course doesn’t rock your boat how about trying a free course with the 

Open University? They offer nearly a thousand free online courses through 

OpenLearn ranging from What Chemical Compounds Might be in Drinking Water? or 

Spanish Protest Songs through to Exploring the Psychological Aspects of Sport Injury. 

Some of the courses are 4-6 hours with others well over 80 

hours. You work at your own pace and can join at any time of 

the day or night. You can even earn a Certificate of 

Participation to stick on the fridge door or have framed and 

display on the sideboard! To check out what’s available visit 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses 

No home internet? Try your local library public computer 

service. 
Other universities offer a similar service so just Google it and 
you could be an Oxford graduate in the very near future. 

Jane Stryker 

More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 

PIG ROAST 24 JULY 
Tickets are required and are free for residents of the village. Friends can purchase 

them for £10. At the time of writing it is impossible to know if this can go ahead with 

our Covid restrictions. We are planning anyway as it will take place at some time. 

Tickets can be obtained from Richard Graham 01278 722284 or the Griffins on  

01278 722999. 

Richard Graham 

Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in 

Somerset Facebook group 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Annual Church Meetings 

The Annual Vestry and Parochial Church Meetings were held on Sunday 23 May. The 

following appointments were approved;  Churchwarden - Ian Campbell; PCC 

Members - Sarah Blake (Safeguarding), Ian Campbell, Jean Campbell, Pauline Davies, 

Rev Andrea Harwood, Christine Pring and Gill Wilkinson (Secretary and Treasurer): 

Electoral Roll Officer - Pam Hayman. Holy Cross will be represented at the Deanery 

Synod by Brian Griffin (Stawell) and Charles Hunt (Othery). 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS  
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Churchyard 

The Churchyard Tidy Up Day and the 

Churchyard Gift Day has been arranged for 

Saturday 3 July from 9.30 am to 12.30pm. 

The tidy up will include clearing the drainage 

channels at the base of the church walls, 

removing ivy and vegetation from the walls 

of the church, the boundary walls and the 

graves. All are welcome. Refreshments 

including bacon rolls will be provided for 

sustenance. Ian Campbell, Churchwarden 
 

MIDDLEZOY HERITAGE GROUP 
The Heritage Group are hosting an open 

afternoon on Sunday 25 July in the Chapel 

from 2.30pm. There will be displays relating 

to recent investigations undertaken by the 

Heritage Group and photographs from their 

archives of the local history of Middlezoy. 

The Group meet on the 1st Thursday of 

every month. If you are interested in finding 

out more about the Group and their aims 

please come along on 25 July. 

Ian Campbell  
 

MIDDLEZOY WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB 
11 July Village Fete Tombola 

The Middlezoy Women’s Social Club will be running a Tombola Stall at the MCP 

Summer Fete on Sunday 11 July and are looking for items for the stall. If you have any 

contributions they can be given to Sue Davis, The Rowans 52a Main Road or Margaret 

Mobley by 8 July. If collection is required please ring Sue on 698511. Thank you. 

3 August Cream Teas 

Due to Covid regulations we are unfortunately unable to 

offer you our Summer Outing this year!  Instead we would 

like to invite all Senior Citizens in Middlezoy aged 60 plus 

to an Afternoon Tea to be held in the Village Hall on 

Tuesday 3 August at 2.30pm. Replies to Jill Darby Coach 

Cottage Church Road Middlezoy by Friday 23 July.  

We hope to see you all at these events.  Pauline Steward 
 

MIDDLEZOY COMMUNITY PROJECT - MCP 
With a small hiccup in the Covid easing announced on 14 June, MCP is able to carry on 

with plans to support the Ember Theatre with Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It’ on 2 July 

at 5.30pm and the Summer Fete on 11 July from 12 noon till 6pm. We will of course 

continue to take all necessary precautions and we ask that in addition to social 

distancing, face masks are worn where appropriate.  Both events will be held 

completely out of doors, therefore if you want to sit down at either event, please bring 

your own chair.   
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We are told that by 19 July all restrictions will be lifted and therefore the Queen 

Tribute band will go ahead as planned on 24 July. We have taken the precaution also of 

holding this as an outside event in a large marquee, so again if you have tickets and think 

that you may like to sit down at times, please bring your own chair.  Mike Birks 
 

MIDDLEZOY PARISH COUNCIL 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 20 July at 7.30pm at Middlezoy 

Village Hall. There are currently a number of vacancies on the parish council and we 

would like to encourage people with an interest in their community to get in touch by 

emailing clerk@middlezoyparishcouncil.co.uk or telephone 01278 325618.  All meetings 

are open to the public so come along and see what happens before committing. 

Unfortunately, the decision to postpone Village Assembly Evening, which was to be held 

at the end of June, was taken at the last meeting and a new date will be announced in 

accordance with government guidelines.  

Jacqui Strong, Clerk to the Council 
 

GARDEN ART COMPETITION 
We were blessed with wonderful weather, 

together with the fact we have a talented bunch 

of people living in the village. Using the theme of a 

Song Title their imagination knew no bounds. 

Who knew what you could do with bottle tops, 

empty tonic cans, old tights and plastic bottles? 

The people decided and the following were 

worthy winners 

1st  Bottom of the Sea - Ann Thomas 

2nd  Fat Bottom Girls - Di Radford 

3rd  Incey Wincey Spider - Jean Campbell 

4th  The Hokey Cokey - Joyce Henshaw 

Many thanks to the MCP for sponsoring the prizes; to the village for coming out and 

voting but especially our artists for providing fun, imagination and great talking points. 

Check out the Middlezoy Village Hall website  (www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk) for more 

photos.  Pam Jamieson 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHAPEL 
Services 

 
 
 

 
OTHERY VILLAGE HALL  
We are offering each child in the village or any pupil attending Othery Village School the 

free use of the Village Hall for a birthday party. If you would like to use the hall to 

celebrate your child’s birthday any time up to June 2022, please check for availability. 

Terms and conditions apply. 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS 

11 July 10.30am United Service at Chapel with David Clitheroe 

25 July 6.30pm HC Circuit Service with Rev Deborah Kirk 



16 

If you would like to run a class or social group, but are hesitant to commit to renting a 

space, we are giving free rental for a 2-hour slot for 3 months from 21 June to 21 

September (or 12 bookings, whichever is the lesser number). The offer does not 

extend to enterprises, organisations or people using the hall for their own purposes 

where there is no associated invitation to all.  

Training events, civic use, private parties and private use would all be charged in the 

usual way. Terms and conditions apply. 

Please contact Ella on otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk or 07814 754 127 if you are 

interested in either of these two offers. 

Bridget Gander Secretary, OVH 

 
OTHERY READING GROUP 
A Whole Life by Robert Seethaler. This slim book with its self-explanatory title was our 

choice the month of June. Translated from German by Charlotte Collins it centres on 

the life of Andreas Egger who arrives in a remote mountain village in the Austrian Alps 

after the death of his mother. He is adopted by a distant relative who is lured by the 

small bag of money that accompanies the boy. His harsh and brutal upbringing and 

experiences are described sensitively but bluntly by the author who manages to tell the 

story in beautiful prose without being sentimental. Andreas is a man of few words but 

he experiences a great love, suffers hardship without any self-pity and his character 

draws us in. When he returns to his 

mountain home after some time as a 

Russian Prisoner of War, he finds many 

changes but some unexpected 

opportunities emerge for him. 

The majority of our readers were 

moved by its descriptions of the links 

to nature, the practical character of 

Andreas who was a man of few words. 

Deceivingly simple and gentle but so 

wise, this book was described as a gem, 

competently translated, terribly sad 

whilst leaving the reader at the end 

with hope against adversity. Well 

worth reading and available through 

the library service. 

Our next book is Sister by Rosamund 

Lupton. 

Sandra Peters 

 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH 
Services 

With the improved easing of the tight 

restrictions for people attending 

church we will have our Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, Chainsaw 
Safety and Awareness (SAD), Climbing and Aerial 
Rescue, Brushcutters, Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other courses 
offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, Nutrition, 
Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 

mailto:otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
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services starting at 10.30am. The full list of planned services in July and early August are 

on the back cover. 

 

ST MICHAEL'S PCC 
Barn Tabletop Sales Saturday 31 July 

Come along and enjoy free admission to an 

afternoon of something different. Whatever the 

weather from 2pm to 5.30pm in North Lane Farm 

barns with plenty of wide open spaces and free 

flowing air we will be having sales of crafts, bric-a-

brac, cakes, afternoon teas, refreshments, raffle, 

games, etc. There will also be a Bar and some musical 

entertainment. 

Tabletops will be available to 'rent' at £10 each for 

the afternoon. Full details and booking forms from Mrs. Elinor Busby, Church 

Farmhouse, North Lane, Othery, TA7 0QG, tel: 01823 690453. 

Vehicles Road Run Saturday 18 September 

This will again start and end by kind permission at Maisey's Field opposite the speed 

camera. 

Entry forms for the 2nd annual Classic and Vintage Vehicles Road Run are available 

from Mervyn Winslade tel. 01823 698368 email: mervwinslade@gmail.com. The vehicles 

Road Run entry fee paid before the day 

is £10 otherwise it will be £12 on the 

day. Free entry for the public to view 

and admire the participating vehicles. 

Hot and cold drinks and nibbles will be 

for sale. Portable toilet also on site. 

The assembly of vehicles will be from 

1.30pm to 3pm, judging will commence 

from 3pm, by BBC Radio Somerset 

personality Sarah Kana-ah, the circular 

route road run will start at 3.30pm. As 

the vehicles return there will be a Pig 

Roast on sale to everyone! 

Harvest Supper Monday 27 

September 

This will be held in Othery Village Hall. 

Make sure to book this date in your 

diaries. 

All these events are to raise funds for 

the maintenance and upkeep of St 

Michael's, Othery's parish church and 

the Church Room. 

Mervyn Winslade & Margaret Harris, 

Churchwardens 
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THANK YOU OTHERY FROM THE NELSON FAMILY 
First of all we would like to thank everyone, following the death of my son Malcolm and 

brother to Trefor, Trina and Diana, for all your kind messages, cards and flowers of 

condolence, they were very much appreciated by all of us. Secondly, we would like you 

all to know that Malcolm had a beautiful and moving service at Sedgemoor 

Crematorium with a Royal Navy Ensign being draped over his coffin given to us by RNS 

Yeovilton. Also at the service were representatives from the Bridgwater branch of The 

Royal British Legion who 'piped' the cortege into the Chapel, together with two 

Standard Bearers and, as the service came to a close, they played The Last Post and 

Reveille. We had one hymn with the remaining service consisting of a selection of music 

from his era being Queen and Fleetwood Mac, finally exiting the chapel to the Chelsea 

FC anthem as he had supported them from the age of six! 

We would also like to extend our thanks to Nigel Gillard of Bridgwater Funerals for 

their excellent personal service in looking after Malcolm; Nigel being a friend of the 

family going back to the days when Othery and Burrowbridge had discos! Finally a big 

thank you to Ann Hembrow for putting the Chelsea flags out for him - we know he 

would have liked that very much. 

Malcolm's ashes were interred in the village cemetery, alongside his father's ashes, in his 

sister Zara's grave. 

So thank you once again for all your messages of support. 

Anne Nelson and Family 
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CHURCH ROOM 
COFFEE 
MORNINGS 
Without the lifting of 

the lockdown on 21 

June we were unable 

to restart our weekly 

Tuesday Coffee 

Mornings. However, 

when we can restart 

them, hopefully from 

the end of July, the 

sessions will be on 

Tuesday mornings 

from 10am to noon in 

the Church Room in North Lane. Coffees, teas, hot chocolate, biscuits and cakes will 

be available to enjoy. We are looking forward to seeing previous and new patrons, 

young and old.  

Othery Church Room Committee 

 

BROAD BEANS 
Broad beans, also known as fava beans are grown and eaten around the world. One of 

the oldest known cultivated plants, broad beans date back to about 6000 BC and were 

eaten by the ancient Greeks, Romans, and settlers of the eastern Mediterranean. 

They’re a great source of protein and carbohydrates, as well as vitamins A, B1 and B2. 

The outer seed pod can only be eaten in very young beans. Otherwise it’s the seeds 

within the pods that you want to eat. 

The skin of broad beans is edible, however double podding, or double shelling, broad 

beans is the process by which you remove the tough outer skins, exposing the 

beautifully tender sweet green beans. 

How to double-pod broad beans 

• Remove the beans from their outer pods by running your thumb along the furry inside 

to push the beans out. 

• Bring a small saucepan of water to the boil and add the beans. Cook for 

approximately 2 minutes.  

• Drain and immediately place in very cold, or iced, 

water to stop the cooking process. 

• When cool, using your nail to slit the leathery skin, 

pop out the bright green beans by squeezing gently. 

Discard the outer skins. 

• Purée with feta or hummus to make a dip for crudités 

or add to a salad, reheat, or stir into a risotto, soup 

or pasta dish. 

Isobel Davis 
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  USEFUL INFORMATION 

DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required give the following 

information about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm  TA7 9BU 

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU  

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD  

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows: 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Thursdays 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 July 

Black Wheeled Bins, alternate weeks: 

Thursdays 8, 22 July 

Garden Waste Bins, alternate weeks: 

Middlezoy:  Mondays 5,19 July 

Othery: Thursdays 1, 15, 29 July 

Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet, 

Greinton: Thursdays 8, 22 July 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES 
Summer opening hours are 9am-6pm 

weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening 

times, materials they will accept etc. can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/

centres 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
This service continues on a Friday every 4 

weeks. Next visit: 14 July 

Stawell Village Hall: 9.50am - 10.30am 

MoorlinchTapmoor Road Junction: 

10.45am - 11.15am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop:   

12.30pm - 1.10pm 

For further information about reading books 

online contact Libraries Direct on 0300 123 

2224 or visit 

www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 

VILLAGE AGENTS 
 

To contact a Village Agent ring   

01823 331222 and they will quickly 

find the most suitable person to deal 

with your query.  Referrals can also be 

made via local doctors’ surgeries. 

 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Jane Wood  

Email:  janew@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Phone: 07985 680266 

 

MOORLINCH 

To be allocated.  

 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

Daniel Bell  

Email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Phone:  07946461548 

 

GREINTON 

To be allocated 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416  
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHURCH MINISTER 

Middlezoy: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220  
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284  

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

See Useful Information on page 20 for contact details 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm                                           

Shop 01823 587222 - Mornings - Open: Monday to Saturday 8.45am-11am 

                                 Afternoons - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3pm-5pm 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464; The London Inn 01823 698416 

Maisey’s Bakery 01823 698244;  Open Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat: 8.30am-2pm, 

Hot Takeaway: 8.30am-12 noon 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;  
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 690598;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com


22 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR JULY 2021 

DATE SEASON METHODISTS ANGLICAN 

JULY 
4 Sun 

Fifth after 

Trinity 
  10.30am Online United Benefice Service  

             Moorlinch 

11 Sun Sixth after 

Trinity 
10.30am Joint service 

at Middlezoy Chapel 

with Middlezoy 

Church 

10.30am service at Othery church with 
             a Baptism 
10.30am service at Moorlinch church 
10.30am service at Stawell church 

18 Sun Seventh after 

Trinity 
  10.30am Online United Benefice Service  

             Stawell  

25 Sun Eighth after 

Trinity 
6.30pm HC service at 

Middlezoy Chapel 
10.30am service at Middlezoy church 
10.30am service at Othery church 
10.30am service at Moorlinch church 
10.30am service at Stawell church 

August 
1 Sun 

Ninth after 

Trinity 
  10.30am United Benefice Service at 

             Middlezoy church 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

July 
4 Sun 

Fifth  after 

Trinity 

(Proper 9) 

OT:       2 Samuel, chapter 5, verses 1 to 5 and 9 and 10 
Psalm:   48 
Epistle:   2 Corinthians, chapter 12, verses 2 to 10 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 6, verses 1 to 13 

11 Sun Sixth after 

Trinity 

(Proper 10) 

OT:       2 Samuel, chapter 6, verses 1 to 5 and 12b to 19 
Psalm:    24 
Epistle:   Ephesians, chapter 1, verses 3 to 14 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 6 verses 14 to 29 

18 Sun Seventh  

after Trinity 

(Proper 11) 

OT:       2 Samuel, chapter 7, verses 1 to 14a 
Psalm:    89, verses 20 to 37 
Epistle:   Ephesians, chapter 2, verses 11 to the end 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 6, verses 30 to 34 and 53 to the end 

25 Sun Eighth after 

Trinity 

(Proper 12) 

OT:       2 Samuel, chapter 11, verses 1 to 15 
Psalm:    14 
Epistle:   Ephesians, chapter 3, verses 14 to the end 
Gospel:  John, chapter 6, verses 1 to 21 

August 

1 Sun 

Ninth after 

Trinity 

(Proper 13) 

OT:       2 Samuel, chapter 11, verses 26 to chapter 12, 
             verse 13a 
Psalm:    51, verses 1 to 13 
Epistle:   Ephesians, chapter 4, verses 1 to 16 
Gospel:  John, chapter 6, verses 24 to 35 

The Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the services  


