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MOMSS MAGAZINE 

This publication is hand delivered 
FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 

villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers‘ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Gill Wilkinson 
Compiler this month: Isobel Davis  
 

NEWS ARTICLES 

We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
 

We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or the 
publisher. 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 

Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December‘  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 

Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 

Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53 

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

This magazine is edition  

number 10 of volume 18 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
Dec 21/Jan 22 edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 November 
Articles 15 November 
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31 October ‗Fall Back‘, the clocks return to GMT; an hour longer in bed but night falls 

an hour earlier. 

November brings a time of Remembrance. Most churches will hold their own special 

services, see the back page for details. We will remember not only the fallen in wars, 

most recently in Afghanistan, but also those who died during the recent pandemic. 

There is an appropriate time to grieve and to do so in solidarity with others.  

Then, we can all enjoy bonfires and fireworks, always making sure that our pets are safe 

indoors, and being considerate of our neighbours. It is also an excellent month in which 

to plant trees. 

This edition is packed with future events as our villages return to normal. There is also 

an interesting article on page 8 about nuclear fusion. Could this be the fuel of the future? 

Do keep writing articles on themes which interest you. If they interest you your 

neighbours may well enjoy them.                          Gill Wilkinson (Editor November edition) 

momssgeditor@live.co.uk, momssgadverts@live.co.uk 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 

Open Daily 

The United Benefice churches at Middlezoy, Othery and Stawell are all open daily for 

private prayer and services. Moorlinch church is open for services. 

Sunday Services 

The detailed services chart is on the outside back cover. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Send any prayer request in at any time to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.Please ask 

for prayers when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your requests 

to our prayers. You can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence. 

This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond.  Prayers and 

reflections are regularly posted on the Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy Facebook page. 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Russell Maisey 

It is with great sadness we hear of Russell‘s sudden and untimely death.  

He was born and bred in Othery and always ready to help everyone.  

The bakery is closed for now, its future to be decided. 

Our thoughts, prayers and support are with Tonia and all the family.     Mervyn Winslade 

 

THERE IS MUCH TO DO 

Our church faces many challenges about funding, organisation, credibility and 

appropriate approaches to mission. Where might modern slavery fit in? 

Bath and Wells is a leading light within the Church of England in terms of a positive and 
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effective response to the growing evil of modern slavery. On behalf 

of the Clewer Initiative, which coordinates the Church of England‘s 

work in this area, I would like to say a huge thank you to David 

Maggs, Sian Owen and others. They have helped the diocese lead 

the way in raising awareness, offering training to establish 

community resilience, fight back against the phenomenon of county 

lines (the involvement of children and young people in drug 

trafficking), and pioneered the development of partnerships which 

enable the church to play a key role in both care and prevention. 

Bath Abbey has been doing some ground-breaking work about monuments and the 

transatlantic slave trade with an approach which will be very helpful to others. Yet, with 

modern slavery increasing, there is much to do. 

Jesus calls us to love God and our neighbour as ourselves. The gospel makes clear that 

the neighbour is not just the person next door, but is particularly the person everyone 

easily passes by, while they are suffering without hope. In Matthew 25 Jesus makes it 

clear that we meet Him in the poor and oppressed, or in Clewer‘s words, ―Hidden in 

plain sight‖.  

In the modern rush to grab cheap goods and services, we rarely notice those who may 

suffer and are criminally controlled in order to provide them. As we rightly reorder our 

priorities as churches, our ways of working, our mission and service, modern slavery is 

a key indicator of whether we aim to serve the church as our own safe place, or 

whether we aim to be out on that road between Jerusalem and Jericho, looking to 

encounter and rescue and raise up those who are trapped and suffering and generally 

ignored. 
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MIDDLEZOY AND OTHERY SCHOOL 

The children have continued to apply themselves to their learning with enthusiasm and 

determination to be the best they can be.  We have been fortunate to be able to  

welcome parents into our school for parents‘ evening and family learning experiences. 

There are further family learning opportunities coming up after half term.  This term 

we have focused our enrichment opportunities on art and design. The children have 

been fortunate to have the chance to work with local artist Darrell Wakelam.  

Additionally, Rhea Score kindly came in to work with the children and produce art 

linked to Remembrance Day and Allan Punton has been busily working with the  

children, designing mosaic pieces for their classrooms.  

Just last week, the children raised £47 for the charity Youngminds through donations 

for ‗HelloYellow Day‘. The charity works with parents and adults to support young 

people with their mental health and well-being. We had a lovely day in school with 

many children wearing yellow and all children enjoying some mindfulness activities 

throughout the day.  

In school, the children have been learning about the local area, harvest festivals and 

have also been celebrating Black History Month by learning about some influential key 

figures such as Mo Farah, Jean Michel Basquiat, Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King. 

As we head towards Autumn term 2, we are beginning to think about Christmas. Our 

PTA Christmas fayre will be held on Sunday 5 December. Details will be on the PTA 

and village Facebook pages. Please come and join us if you can.  

Our Hatchlings nursery and pre-school provision currently has places available. It is 

open each weekday 

from 8.45am - 3.15pm 

during term time. We 

welcome visits and 

would be happy to 

share our wonderful 

learning environments 

with you. Please  

arrange a viewing 

through the school 

office.  

Looking ahead to 

next year, do you 

have or know of a 

child looking to start 

Let us not rest on our laurels, but build upon our work so far, so that others may be 

brought good news, embraced into our communities, and given confidence to know the 

love of God through the love of their neighbours. 

Every blessing, Alistair           Rt Rev Alistair Redfern,     

           Assistant Bishop and Chair of the Clewer Initiative 

 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH PRESENTS 

FESTIVE SONG 

 

led by the Joyful Spirit Gospel Choir 

 

A fun evening to start the Christmas  

Celebrations at Middlezoy Church 

 

Saturday 11
th 

December 7.30pm 

 

Bar Available  Tickets £10 
 

 from Middlezoy Post Office 
(Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9-12 and 2-5.) 

OR contact Gill: wilkiberri@outlook.com 01823 698429 

  SCHOOLS NEWS 
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  GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS 

CALLING ALL PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN 

We need your help!  

Please will you draw for us a Christmas Nativity picture of some part 

of the Christmas story when Jesus when was born, eg a crib scene, 

shepherds and angels, wise men coming to find the baby Jesus ….  

We will choose the ones we like best for this year‘s Christmas Card 

that goes to all the homes in the MOMSS&G area.   

Your drawing should be on A5 paper (the same size page as this magazine) and 

preferably be in upright (portrait) form like the magazine pages.  

So that it will show up well if it‘s printed, please colour it in with felt tips.   

Write your name and age on the back in pencil and give it to one of the MOMSS 

magazine team or post it to Isobel Davis, West View, Fore St, Othery, TA7 0QQ (right 

across from Maisey‘s Bakery), to be received by Friday 5 November.  We will also be 

asking Middlezoy and Othery Schools to take part. 

Thank you.           

 Anita Winslade (Othery), Richard Graham (Stawell),  

Jane Stryker (Moorlinch), Gill Wilkinson (Middlezoy) and Isobel Davis (Othery) 

school in September 2022?  Since September 2020, many things have changed at our 

schools and the improvement has been rapid with our schools continuing to grow  

and flourish. Please do call the school office at Othery on 01823 698464 to arrange  

a viewing to come and see all that we can offer. There is further help and guidance on 

the application process on our website. Head to the Parent Tab and then School 

Starter Applications. 

Mrs Lindsay Hayward, Headteacher 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 

2021 marks the centenary of the foundation of the RBL Poppy appeal. This 

year's appeal runs from 30 October to 13 November. Some of the Polden 

villages will be having house to house collections. However, because of 

Covid, the choice has been left up to each village. The Poppy appeal is the 

major source of revenue for the RBL's benevolent fund. Each year more people come 

to the Legion for help. Any service men, women or their dependants are eligible for 

support.           

  Lianne Graham,  

Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser 
 

REMEMBERED 

BFBS Broadcaster Ernie Rowe penned her own poetry in the build up to Remembrance 

Sunday and Remembrance Day services in 2019: 

MUSIC ON THE LEVELS 

Sunday 28 November 3.00pm in St Mary‘s Church Westonzoyland TA7 0EP, a free 

concert featuring Ali and the Swing Cats. 

Ali and the Swing Cats play their own versions of those amazing tunes collectively 

known as the great American songbook. 

With its haunting melodies and interesting lyrics, this wonderful music was written 
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between the 1920s and early 1950s by composers such as George and Ira Gershwin, 

Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, Duke Ellington and Jerome Kern. They were written for 

stars such as Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers and the songs were then picked up by 

many of the top bands and artists across America and Europe. Ella Fitzgerald and Louis 

Armstrong became international favourites by performing this music - the pop of their 

generation. 

The committee are very pleased to be putting on concerts again, however it‘s not quite 

back to normal, for this concert at least. In order to keep everyone as safe as possible 

there will be neither an interval nor refreshments. Bring your own tea and cakes if you 

want! As a courtesy to each other and to help us provide a comfortable and enjoyable 

experience for everyone, we are encouraging the wearing of a face covering at least 

until seated, unless exempt for medical reasons. There will be a QR code for checking 

in and numbers are restricted so that social distancing can be observed. 

More concerts are being booked from January to June for the last Sunday of the month, 

with the exception of March when it will be the 3rd Sunday to avoid Mothering Sunday. 

Those wishing to come to Ali and the Swing Cats are asked to contact Frank 

Challenger on 01278 699071 or email f.challenger@icloud.com so that Music on the 

Levels can control numbers.  
 

CITIZEN SCIENCE WATER QUALITY PROJECT 

Are you interested in the quality of water in our neighbourhood? We're running a 

Citizen Science project looking at the water quality of ditches and streams in the broad 

Martock, Langport, Othery, Middlezoy 

area and are calling for volunteers. 

It would involve testing a ditch or ditches 

with a portable chemical kit every week  

or month - so you could do the test on 

your regular dog walk or fitness run!  

We aim to hold a meeting with new 

volunteers to explain the project and 

discuss how to select water courses that 

would suit the project best. 

To find out more, please contact 

Andrew at ac@asclegg.co.uk or 01935 

823439. 

 

NUCLEAR FUSION THE 

ENERGY OF THE FUTURE? 

The article which follows is a 

contribution to the series looking at 

global warming and related 

environmental issues. The author Jenny 

Scowcroft lived in Stawell until going to 

university and her parents still live in the 

village. She works as an Electronic 
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Engineer on MAST Upgrade, one of two experimental fusion reactors at Culham 

Oxford.  

The aspiration is to build reactors which use easily obtainable fuel, derived from water, 

with little radiation and zero risk of a catastrophic meltdown. Clearly, such reactors 

offer the potential for huge amounts of clean energy. 
 

RESEARCH 

Nuclear power is seen by many as a potentially 

dangerous and harmful way to generate electricity. 

However, cutting edge research means that nuclear 

fusion could be a major contributor to halting 

global warming.  

I began my studies at Catcott School, and finished 

them at Warwick University with a Master‘s 

degree in Electronic Engineering. I now work at the 

United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority research 

centre near Oxford. There we use our two experimental fusion reactors for research, 

in the hopes we can build the first full scale nuclear fusion power plant. 

When you think about nuclear power, you may think of terrible disasters and 

radioactive waste. These are outcomes of nuclear fission, currently used in all nuclear 

power plants. Fission uses uranium and plutonium, which are highly radioactive, difficult 

to obtain, and create large amounts of harmful waste. 

Nuclear fusion is very different. Fusion is the reaction that powers the Sun, fuelled by 

isotopes of hydrogen obtained from 

seawater. To produce the fuel needed 

for the lifetime electricity needs of an 

average person, it would take just half a 

bathtub of water! Even better, the waste 

is nowhere near as radioactive or long-

lived as that produced by fission. The 

combination of virtually unlimited energy, 

no CO2 production and low waste 

makes fusion an amazing candidate for 

solving the energy crisis we find 

ourselves in. A fusion reactor is also far 

safer than a fission reactor as it simply 

cannot go into a meltdown. 

As you can imagine, trying to recreate a 

star here on Earth is very difficult! This is 

why, all around the world, organisations 

like the one I work with are running 

experiments and designing new reactors 

so that we can soon harness the power 

of fusion and take huge steps towards 

combating global warming. 

Jenny Scowcroft 
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THE CHOSEN 

This amazing series, available free through an App or Youtube, is a must-see, even if 

you're not into Christian or historical programming or particularly religious. The first 

biblical series that is more modern storytelling, The Chosen presents a unique 

perspective of what it would be like to have been an average person called to one of 

the greatest, most revolutionary moments in history. A middle-eastern Jesus and his 

followers are depicted like normal people with normal problems (family, tax, work...). 

This series brings them to life, staying as historically accurate as possible while also 

holding true to the characters in the writing of the fictional conversation and 

storytelling.  

I‘ve found the series so far to be incredibly entertaining and thought-provoking. I love 

the great story-telling, believable characters, amazing costumes, witty dialogue, perfect 

music scores and the development of the characters. 

I‘m very happy to have found this series. They have made 2 seasons so far, hopefully 

they will make all 7 seasons as they intend. I can‘t wait for season 3 and plan to journey 

along the series to the end.  

Watch for free on your smartphone or laptop via https://watch.angelstudios/thechosen  

There are so far eight episodes for season 1 and another eight for season 2.  

Give this series a try, I hope you enjoy it as much as I have.  

If you would like to borrow the dvd of season 1 contact Jeanette Scott, or myself on 

01823 698119.                          Isobel Davis 

 

SKY AT NIGHT    November 2021 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of November 7.05am-4.44pm  End of November: 7.52am-4.08pm 
 

Moon Phases 

New Moon 4th   First Quarter 11th      Full Moon 19th       Last Quarter 27th 
 

Planets 

All the bright planets 

set before midnight this 

month. Firstly Venus 

hanging low in the west 

sets at 6.30pm, 

followed by Saturn at 

9.30pm and brilliant 

Jupiter at 11pm. Mars 

is gradually making an 

appearance rising in the 

east at 6am. 
 

Stars 

The M45 star cluster, 

also known as the 

Pleiades or Seven 

Sisters, the number of 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 

* Private Chapel of Rest * 
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 
 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
 

Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 

https://watch.angelstudios/thechosen
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which comes from the number of stars usually seen with the 

naked eye, can be found to the right of the full moon on  

19 November. This open star cluster which is part of the 

Constellation of Taurus contains over 800 stars, the light from 

which takes over 400 years to reach us. How many can you see? 

Also, try observing with a pair of binoculars for a splendid sight. 
 

Phenomena 

There is a total eclipse of the Moon on 19 November. As seen from the UK however, 

the eclipse begins as the Moon is setting so will not be very noticeable. A better lunar 

eclipse for us occurs on 16 May 2022.        Paul Adamson 01823 698156 

 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 

Our monthly meeting takes place in Othery Village Hall on Wednesday 30 November 

at 7.30pm. The meeting will also be available on Zoom for those who are unable or 

wish not to attend in person. Social distancing will be in place and the wearing of masks 

is encouraged. No drinks will be available but you may bring your own. The meeting is 

FREE to all. This month club committee member Brian Fraser will give a talk entitled 

‗Ignition, the fundamentals of Rocket Propulsion‘. There will also be a night sky guide 

for December and January, plus all the latest news from the world of astronomy and 

spaceflight. 

This is our last meeting for 2021; details of our January 2022 meeting will be in next 

month‘s MOMMS. 

For details on the meeting including the Zoom link please contact us on 

somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com 

www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk and 

you can follow us on Facebook. 

Paul Adamson 01823698156 

 

FARM DIARY  

This is written for non-farmers who live 

surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. In the middle of October, 

we were drilling our winter wheat. This 

is our highest gross margin crop, 

although in the east of the country it is 

used by some as low margin break crop 

for potatoes or sugar beet or other 

higher value crop. Using our strip till 

drill only half the field is cultivated and 

then only shallowly. As a result of this 

procedure, we were told we would 

notice the uplift in worm numbers in 

one year. That has proved to be the 

case. Every fork full contains one or 

more worms. This correspondent is 

  

GREINTON 
SERVICE STATION 

WESLEY LEWIS 
  

 

 

 

 MOT testing on petrol 

and diesel vehicles 
 

 Car sales and servicing 
 

 All repairs undertaken 
 

 Air conditioning service 

and repair 

 

 Taunton Road. 

Greinton, Bridgwater, TA7 9BP 

Telephone 01458 210094 
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waiting to see if this translates to the bottom line! Without that we lose our livelihood. 

We have had a good harvest and the prices are high and creeping higher. Openfield is 

used to market our grain and they market 10% of the nations‘ grain. They have a senior 

market analyst who emails us with her deliberations most weeks. This time she pointed 

out that for the last ten years consumption of the main grains - wheat, barley, maize 

and rice - has gone up in all of those years. Production has also gone up in all but one of 

the last ten years. However, for the last five of those years production and 

consumption have been fairly finely matched. This means any supply problems and the 

price will swing wildly.  
 

The billy goats have gone in with the does and the gestation period is five months. Next 

March should be busy. 

Clarkson v Countryfile 

The former could be found on Amazon Prime and has been hugely popular. The latter 

is not favoured by farmers except for the week‘s weather forecast. The Daily Telegraph 

had three or four articles comparing these two programmes. Clarkson shared his 

financial details for the 2020 harvest which was poor. Over 1,000 acres with generous 

government support (about to disappear) and he made £144 profit. This does not allow 

for re-investment or new projects or the slow removal of farm support.   

Richard Graham 

 

WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION (WFA) 

Somerset branch 

Our next meeting is in Othery Village Hall on 10 November at 7.45pm. Our 

speaker is Dr Paul Harris with his talk: ‗The Men Who Planned the War‘,  a 

study of the staff on the Western Front.  Paul Harris examines the role of the British 

army staff, recognises and evaluates their responsibilities, refines the agonising work 

load, learning the essential and inevitable growth of competence of the British army 

staff.  Dr Paul Harris works as a lecturer and writer. He completed a PhD on the staff 

of the British army at the Department of War Studies, King's College London in 2013. 

Prior to that he gained 

an MA in First World 

War studies at the 

University of 

Birmingham. His 

research interests 

include the work of the 

staff, military planning 

and strategy, and the 

career of Lieutenant-

General Sir Herbert 

Lawrence. He is a 

member of the British 

Commission for Military 

History and serves on 

the committee of the 
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Douglas Haig Fellowship. 

WFA and non-member's alike are more than welcome to attend this fascinating subject. 

We ask for a modest £4 donation on the door to defray costs. This will also entitle you 

to a free raffle entry. Please feel free to bring your own drinks. Tea and coffee will also 

be on sale at 50p a mug if required.                        

Pat Adamson, Secretary Somerset WFA,  

01823 698156, Somersetwfa@hotmail.com 

 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS   

HARVEST IN MOORLINCH 

A huge, huge thank you to everyone who helped to 

make our Harvest weekend so special. 

Thank you to those who decorated the church, 

donated produce and bought produce (including a 

haunch of venison, apple pies, and delicious chocolate 

cake), joined in the service, donated to the foodbank 

box, made luscious coleslaw, took photos, and to 

those who set up and cleared up, to our impromptu 

auctioneer, Simon, and special thanks for the Phoenix Farm ham and pork! 

It was fun!                                                 Moorlinch CC 
 

APPLE JUICING IN MOORLINCH 

On a gloriously sunny Saturday, Moorlinch held a community Apple Juicing Event where 

villagers could bring their apples and turn it into delicious juice. A wide variety of apples 

were brought, Bramleys, Russets, Pippins and others, producing bottles of different 

colour and taste.  All left delighted with their produce. 

Thanks to everyone who came, helped and made it a joyful day. The pressing kit hired 

from Transition Athelney always attracts admiration with its efficient water-powered 

system. The apples were shredded, packed into the press and the resulting juice bottled 

and pasteurised – a messy but delightful process that will see us through the long dark 

days of winter. 

£80 was donated to the Church Hall upkeep funds.                                  Carrie Skinner 

 



14 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), 
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, 
Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other 
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, 
Nutrition, Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 

More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 
 

STAWELL PET SERVICE 

Richard Graham took the service and Jeanette 

wrote the talk. 

We had three dogs and a donkey attend with 

their owners. Alex bought a picture of her cat 

as apparently, he can misbehave. The donkey 

stayed outside and nibbled at the grass. All the 

animals and the congregation were blessed by 

Richard with holy water, even Lianne got a 

soaking.                                    Rachel Fortune 

 

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

Sunday 14 November at 3pm in St Francis Church Stawell 

Our service with a smaller Burtle silver band to include a trumpeter or bugler for the 

last post and reveille. During this service we remember those people who gave their 

lives in the First World War, the Second World War and the Cyprus conflict from 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet. For the Cyprus conflict we usually have an attendee who was 

http://www.stawellvillage.info
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a class mate of the deceased. All this is the least we can do for those who helped 

secure the freedom that we enjoy now. 
 

CHURCH COFFEE MORNING 

Saturday 27 November, The Old Manor Farmhouse, 10am to 12 noon. 

All welcome.                                                                      Richard Graham 
 

WALKING TREASURE HUNT 

After postponing for a week due to a dreadful weather forecast, we were all glad to see 

the day dawn bright and clear for our second attempt. About 36 brave souls embarked 

on a walking treasure hunt around the village in the warm sunshine, using their powers 

of observation to find both new and familiar sights.  On their return they were 

rewarded with a delicious ploughman‘s lunch, prepared by the church committee and 

served in the yard of The Manor, courtesy of Richard and Lianne Graham.  Everyone 

enjoyed this relaxed social event which also involved lots of chatting and catching up 

and seven lucky people won prizes for full marks in the treasure hunt. 

Thanks go to everyone who contributed their efforts to this lovely event, which raised 

£210 for St Francis‘ Church.                                                                 Janet Scowcroft 

 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 

Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in 

Somerset Facebook group 
 

GREINTON VILLAGE HALL 

On the last weekend of September, we 

held what is becoming our traditional 

Harvest Barn Dance and Hog Roast. It 

was our first social event since the 

coronavirus pandemic began and was a 

tremendous success. About 50 people 

came along and enjoyed a great evening 

of dancing, eating, drinking and generally 

enjoying each other‘s company. We even 

managed to make a bit of money for 

village hall funds. Our next event, the 

mouse racing, will have taken place by 

the time this magazine is distributed but 

you can still look forward to our 

Christmas Bingo Night at the village hall 

on Saturday 11 December. 

We had our inaugural village hall Pub 

Night on Friday 1 October. This is going 

to be a regular monthly event taking 

place on the first Friday of each month, 

so the next one will be on 5 November, 
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starting at about 7pm (possibly a little 

earlier if the regulars are thirsty!) The 

new darts board is up and all are 

welcome to come along. Please bring 

your own drinks (plus one for a friend?) 

as there is no bar for the time being. The 

stove will be lit and the new curtains will 

be up (with a little luck!) to provide a 

cosy atmosphere. 

Remembrance Sunday 

There will be a short Act of 

Remembrance at the church on 

Sunday 14 November, starting 

at 10.45am. All are welcome to join in. 

Carol Singing 

On Sunday 19 December a small band of 

intrepid singers will be going around the 

village singing Christmas carols. Again, all 

are very welcome to join in. Meet 

outside the church at 4pm and we will 

finish off with mulled wine/cider and 

mince pies around the firepit at West 

Town Farm at about 6pm. 

Book Exchange 

The new book exchange in the old telephone box has proved to be very successful. It 

now contains as many books as it can comfortable hold – we have to remember that 

the telephone box‘s primary purpose is to house our defibrillator and we have to be 

careful not to obstruct easy access. Please could we adopt a ‗one in, one out‘ policy for 

the book exchange from now on? If you bring a book down, please take one or more 

away with you.                                                                                         Toby Crispin 

 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

Remembrance Sunday 14 November 

The village Remembrance Service on Sunday 14 November will be held in 

Holy Cross. The service will be led by Rev Deborah Kirk and commence at 

10.45am. All organisations in the village are invited to lay wreaths during the 

service at the memorial plaque in the church. 
 

Langport Foodbank 

There is a collection box in the church porch for Langport 

Foodbank. Rev Jess Pitman, who organises the foodbank, is always 

grateful for our donations. She has identified a need for toilet rolls, 

jams, honey, marmite, peanut butter and chocolate spread. 

Donations are taken to Langport on the first Wednesday of each month. 
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Organ Recital 

Matthew Redman demonstrated the versatility of our newly refurbished organ. His 

recital which included compositions ancient and modern, continental and English was 

much enjoyed by all. It is wonderful to see folk returning to those activities which we 

previously took for granted. 

An Evening of Festive Songs 11 December 7.30pm 

The Joyful Spirit Gospel Choir will be joining us for an evening of song both sacred and 

secular, a happy start to the Christmas season. Tickets will be available from the Post 

Office and Gill Wilkinson wilkiberri@outlook.com, 01823 698429. 

Middlezoy PCC 
 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE  

The PJ (Platinum Jubilee) steering group under the auspices of the Parish Council are 

continuing to bring together people and ideas for Middlezoy residents to mark the 

occasion. 

Some events planned include Bingo, Quizzes, Village Garage Sale and A Grand Raffle, so 

watch this space.  

On the weekend itself Garden Art will return with the theme of  'Something that has 

influenced life in the UK over the last 70 years'. Get those creative juices working now 

- we know what talent there is out there. 

Pam Jamieson (PJ), Sheepshome1@outlook.com 
 

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE HALL 

Middlezoy Community Project 

(MCP) 

There was much to discuss at our 

monthly meeting in October; most 

importantly how we all felt about 

organising and hosting events while still 

being Covid aware and responsible. 

All being well, as we, like the whole 

country, have no idea about what may 

befall us in the coming weeks; we will 

be hosting a village bonfire at the 

playing field on Bonfire Night Friday 5 

November. The Village Hall bar will 

open at 5.00pm as usual and the bonfire 

will be lit at 6.00pm. We would like to 

encourage anyone, particularly children, 

to give their Halloween outfits another 

airing, so that they can show off their 

creations and spooky make-up, a small 

prize for each child and a bigger one for 

winners. Likewise, if you have managed 

to keep your carved pumpkins dry and 

in good condition, bring those along 
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too.  As well as drinks from the bar we will be selling hot dogs and burgers, tea, coffee 

and hot chocolate from the kitchen windows. No fireworks to frighten children and 

pets; just some family fun time in a safe outdoor space. 

We would welcome any spare wood or garden waste in order to create a good 

‗bonny‘. 

It was decided to host another Christmas Bingo night, a firm favourite in the Middlezoy 

calendar, on Friday 26 November.  Eyes down at 7.00pm.  We need lots of Christmas 

friendly prizes in order to make for a fun evening, so if you can spare us a couple of 

suitable items, we would be most grateful. Any potential prizes can be dropped off at 

Ann Lipscomb‘s or Sally Evans homes on the run up to the event. 

Following on from our very successful rock tribute and Phogues evening in September, 

plans are underway for another Tribute evening over the Queen's Jubilee Weekend.  

Watch this space next month. 

Thank you, villagers for your continued support. 

Sally Evans, Vice Chair 01823 690234 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS 

ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH  

Remembrance Sunday 

Othery‘s annual Remembrance Service on Sunday 14 November will take place in  

St Michael‘s church 

starting at 10.50am. All 

organisations in the village 

are invited to lay wreaths 

at the memorial plaque in 

the church during the service. 

Mervyn Winslade and Margaret Harris, 

Churchwardens 
 

Crib Service 24 December 3pm 

St Michael‘s Church, Othery, would like 

to invite you all to our Annual Crib and 

Carol Service at 3pm on Christmas Eve, 

when we tell the story of 

Jesus‘s birth through 

readings and carols as we 

build our Nativity Scene. 

If you would like your 

children, all ages welcome, 

to take an active part in the 

service please let us know 

as soon as possible. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Mo Wright mo.wright2@btinternet.com   

or  Isobel Davis isobeldav@gmail.com 
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READING GROUP 

It was quite clear that the majority of the group thought that 

Brigid Keenan‘s book ‗Packing Up‘ should be packed up; to the 

point where two or three had felt unequal to the challenge of 

reading it in its entirety. However, several commented that it 

had made them laugh and provided a light entertaining read.  

The author is certainly no shrinking violet, her forthright opinions and views are 

sprinkled across the pages with gay abandon. This book chronicles the last few years of 

her experiences as the wife of an EU Ambassador and the wind down to their 

retirement, (in London and Somerset). Her previous book ‗Diplomatic Baggage‘ 

described how she had abandoned her journalistic career to follow her husband to his 

various postings, picturing herself in Europe‘s cultural hotspots, instead of which the 

first destinations were Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan. However, she had fallen in love with 

the wonderful old buildings and the group felt it was a pity that little was written on the 

architecture this time. A bonus of the evening was the recounting of instances of similar 

lives led by two or three of the members present, fascinating stuff to listen to and 

share. 

The book for November is ‗Do Not Say We Have Nothing‘ by Madeleine Thien. Should 

you be interested in joining the group contact Martin Wall at martinwall1@mac.com. 

Jackie Sullivan 

  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTES NEAR US 

Ashcott and Pedwell  3rd Thursday 7.30pm Ashcott Village Hall TA7 9PZ 

Burrowbridge  3rd Monday 7.30pm Coronation Hall West Yeo Road  

TA7 0RH 

Shapwick Starlets  2ndTuesday 7.30pm Village Hall Station Road TA7 9NJ 

Westonzoyland  2nd Wednesday 7.15pm Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 0EZ 

Local times can vary so it is best to contact to Somerset Federation before attending 

for the first time 01278 287034. 
 

Burrowbridge 

At last, we are back to meeting in the hall, how lovely it was to see members and catch 

up.  The main event at our first evening in September was a craft workshop with an 

autumn theme, and the items made included leaf mobiles and pumpkin decorations. 

In October there was a supper and quiz evening. Potential new members are always 

welcome to come along to meetings on the third Monday of the month at 7.30pm.                                                                                       

Sue Heyes, Secretary, Tel. 01278 691326  

or email: BurrowbridgeWI@outlook.com 

 

   BREAKING NEWS:  

   Scientists have today announced they have invented a car that is fuelled by parsley.  

   They are now working on a train that runs on thyme.... 
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THE HISTORY OF COMMON ENGLISH SAYINGS  

They used to use urine to tan animal skins, so families used to all pee in a  

pot and then once a day it was taken and sold to the tannery. If you had to 

do this to survive you were piss poor. 

But worse than that were the really poor folk who couldn't even afford to 

buy a pot, they didn't have a pot to piss in and were the lowest of the 

low.   
 

Here are some facts about the 1500s: 

Most people got married in June because they took their yearly bath in May, and they 

still smelled pretty good by June. However, since they were starting to smell, brides 

carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body odour. Hence the custom today of 

carrying a bouquet when getting married. 

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the 

house had the privilege of the nice clean water, then all the other 

boys and men, then the women and children, last of all the babies.  

By then the water was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it. 

Hence the saying don't throw the baby out with the bath water! 

Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high, with no wood underneath. It was the 

only place for animals to get warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) 

lived in the roof. When it rained it became slippery and sometimes animals would slip 

and fall off the roof. Hence the saying it's raining cats and dogs. 

There was nothing to stop things from 

falling into the house. This posed a real 

problem in the bedroom where bugs and 

other droppings could mess up your nice 

clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts 

and a sheet hung over the top afforded 

some protection. That's why beds have 

canopies. 

Most floors were dirt, hence the saying 

dirt poor. The wealthy had slate floors 

that would get slippery in the winter 

when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) 

on the floor to help keep their footing. 

As the winter wore on, they added more 

thresh until, when the door was opened, 

it would all start slipping outside. A piece 

of wood was placed in the entrance-way. 

Hence a thresh hold (threshold). 
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INTERESTING THOUGHTS FOUND ON THE INTERNET 

 

VILLAGE AGENTS 
 

To contact a Village Agent ring  

01823 331222 and they will find the 

most suitable person to deal with  

your query. 

Referrals can also be made via local 

doctors‘ surgeries. 
 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Jane Wood   

Tel 07985 680266 

email: janew@somersetrcc.org.uk 
 

MOORLINCH 

To be allocated 
 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

Daniel Bell  

Tel 07946 461548 

email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk  
 

GREINTON 

To be allocated 

 

Pre-internet chat room using 

an old version of windows ... 

A moment of tension in the Vatican. 

If the bishop moves forward the queen   

can take him. 
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 

From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to 

obtain the code to open the cabinet give the following information 

about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm   TA7 9BU  

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 
 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

POLICE        Emergencies only tel: 999 ;  Non emergencies tel: 101 

CRIMESTOPPERS    8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111 

  USEFUL INFORMATION  

 

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 

The recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows: 

Recycling Boxes, every week:                  Thursdays 4, 11, 18, 25 November 

Black Wheeled Bins, alternate weeks:     Thursdays 11, 25 November 

Garden Waste Bins, alternate weeks:  

Middlezoy: Mondays 8, 22 November  Othery: Thursdays 4, 18 November 

Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet, Greinton: Thursdays 11, 25 November 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES 

Winter opening hours are 9am-5pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks. 

Next visit: 5 November 

Stawell Village Hall      9.50am - 10.30am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction 10.45am - 11.15am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop  12.30pm - 1.10pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on       

0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 
Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy and Roger Harding (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: Rachel Fortune 01278 723416  
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 

Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Georgia  Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

See information on page 21 for contact details 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm                                            

Shop 01823 587222 - Mornings - Open: Monday to Saturday 8.45am-11am 

                                 Afternoons - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3pm-5pm 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464; The London Inn 01823 698416 

Maisey‘s Bakery Closed until further notice 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O‘Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298;  
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 690598;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com
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SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES NOVEMBER 2021 
 

 
 

The Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the services: 

 
 

DATE TIME EVENT VENUE 

Nov  7 Sun 
(Third Sunday 

before Advent) 

  
10.00 am 

  
United Benefice Communion Service 

  
Holy Cross Middlezoy 

14 Sun 

(SecondSunday 

before Advent) 

10.45 am 
10.45 am 
10.45 am 
10.50 am 
3.00 pm 

Village Remembrance Service 
Village Remembrance Service 
Village Remembrance Service 
Village Remembrance Service 
Village Remembrance Service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Mary‘s, Moorlinch 
St Michael's, Greinton 
St Michael‘s, Othery 
St Francis, Stawell 

21 Sun 
(Sunday before 

Advent) 
(Christ the King) 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
6.30 pm 

Family Service 
Family Service 
Holy Communion Service 
Holy Communion Service 
Circuit Communion service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Michael‘s, Othery 
St Mary‘s, Moorlinch 
St Francis, Stawell 
Methodist Chapel, Middlezoy 

28 Sunday 
(Advent Sunday) 

  
10.00 am 

  
United Benefice Advent Service 

  
St Michael‘s, Othery 

Dec  5 Sun 
(Second of  

Advent) 

  
10.00 am 

  
United Benefice Communion Service 

  
St Mary's, Moorlinch 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

November 
7 Sun 

Third Sunday before 

Advent 
OT:       Jonah, chapter 3, verses 1 to 5 and 10 
Psalm:    62, verses 5 to the end 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 9, verses 24 to the end 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 1, verses 14 to 20 

14 Sun Second Sunday before 

Advent 
OT:       Daniel, chapter 12, verses 1 to 3 
Psalm:    16 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 11 to 25 
Gospel:  Mark, chapter 13, verses 1 to 8 

21 Sun Sunday next before  

Advent 
(Christ the King) 

OT:       Daniel, chapter 7, verses 9 and 10,13 and 14 
Psalm:    93 
Epistle:   Revelation chapter 1, verses 4b to 8 
Gospel:  John, chapter 18, verses 33 to 37 

28 Sun First Sunday of Advent 
(Common Worship  

Year C) 

OT:       Jeremiah, chapter 33, verses 14 to 16 
Psalm:    25, verses 1 to 9 
Epistle:   1 Thessalonians, chapter 3, verses 9 to the end 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 21, verses 25 to 36 

December 
5 Sun 

Second Sunday of Advent OT:       Malachi, chapter 3, verses 1 to 5 
Psalm:    28 
Epistle:   Philippians, chapter 1, verses 1 to 11 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 3, verses 1 to 6 


