
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STAWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2021 
IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00 PM. 

Present: - Cllrs. Penny Badcock, Hugh Gange-Harris, Brian Lishman (Chairman) and Linda Osborne. 

Also present: - Cllrs. David Huxtable (SCC) and Stuart Kingham (SDC). 

In attendance: - The Clerk (Chris Fry) and two members of the public. 

1491. Apologies: - Cllrs. Rod Conaway and Simon Thomas. 

The Chairman asked the Clerk to convey the best wishes of the Parish Council to Rod Conaway, who 
recently suffered a severe stroke. 

1492. Declarations of Interest: - none. 

1493. Minutes of the previous meeting of 4th October were taken as read, agreed and signed. 

1494. Matters arising from the minutes: - 

a. Ownership of the road at Spring Hill in Sutton Mallet. 

The Chairman has yet to explain the position to the Spring Hill Farm landowner i.e. that any remedial 
work on the road must be approved by SCC Highways before being carried out. David Huxtable said 
he would remind Lawrence Hackling to send letters to the landowner and the Parish Council 
confirming the position. 

1495. County/District Councillor’s reports: - 

County Councillor: -David Huxtable reported as follows: - 

a. Coronavirus. 

David reported that Coronavirus infections in Somerset continue to be very high, but also that the 
county has one of the highest vaccination rates in the country with 95.6% of the adult population 
having had one dose of the vaccine and 91.9% having had both doses. 

b. Infrastructure investment. 

David reported on major improvements to the A38 corridor leading into Bridgwater which are a step 
closer after Central Government approval of a £10 million funding bid. Money from the Treasury’s 
levelling up fund will help pay for more than £3.4 million worth of cycling and walking infrastructure 
along the entire corridor as well as a remodelled Dunball junction and significant improvements to 
the Cross Rifles junction. 

c. Young Carers support Survey. 

The County Council are inviting young carers, their parents/guardians, schools and other 
professionals working with young people in Somerset to complete short anonymous surveys by 
Sunday 21st November 2021 in order to gain a better understanding of the services and support 
provided across the county and how they could be improved. 

The electronic survey can be accessed via: - 

www.somerset.gov.uk/youngcarers  

 

d. Reaching Carbon Zero. 

SCC has approved major investment to help save hundreds of tonnes of carbon every year. Earlier 

http://www.somerset.gov.uk/youngcarers


this year, SCC successfully bid for £4.1 million from the Public Sector Decarbonising Scheme, to make 
public buildings more energy efficient. This, together with other combined scheme is expected to 
reduce the carbon output of the property estate significantly and move the authority closer to its 
Carbon Zero target by 2030. 

e. Domestic abuse and modern slavery. 

New free online resources are available for both professionals and the public to help spot the signs 
and reduce the risk of becoming a victim of abuse and modern slavery. Guidance to members of the 
public in recognising the signs and what they can do to help are given on: - 

www.somersetsurvivors.org.uk/somerset-survivors/support-for-a-friend-or-family-member/  

District Councillor’s report: - Stuart Kingham reported as follows: - 

a. SDC staff are still working from home. Many of them are being out-sourced to work on the 
unitary authority preparations. Bridgwater House offices have been enhanced to allow 
Covid-friendly working to be possible. 

 

b. Former “Splash” site. 

The redevelopment here is progressing, and a tenant has come forward and been accepted 
for the new bowling alley. Several hospitality outlets are planned. 

 

c. Gravity site at Puriton. 

The access road from the new Puriton Hill roundabout is now in place. Many 
environmentally friendly businesses are planned for the site. 

  1496. Financial matters. 

             One cheque to issue: - 

             No 504 £173.27 payee CN Fry (November new salary). 

1497. Planning: - no new applications. 

       a. Application number 46/21/00008 – Moate and Partners, Ballwood View Farm, Sutton 
Mallet. 

The Planning Officer reached a decision on 26th October 2021 to refuse planning permission on the 
following grounds: - 

i. No reasonable justification has been provided on the need for the building in 
a countryside location. The proposal as it stands constitutes an unwarranted 
and visually harmful development in the countryside contrary to several 
policies of the Sedgemoor Local Plan 2011/2032, and Section 12 of the 
National Planning Policy Framework. 

 

ii. No ecological survey has been carried out and as such the proposal is 
contrary to both the Sedgemoor Local Plan 2011/2032 and the National 
Planning Policy Framework. 

 

http://www.somersetsurvivors.org.uk/somerset-survivors/support-for-a-friend-or-family-member/


      b. Land off Crenge Lane Stawell. 

Moves are under way to change the use of agricultural land on the east side of Crenge Lane in 
Stawell, with the installation of an equestrian facility without the necessary planning permission. 

The Chairman has been in telephone conversation with the developer, who resides in Woolavington, 
and she claims to be unaware of the need for planning approval for the change of use. To date 
approximately 75 tonnes of scalping’s have been deposited on the site. The Chairman has attempted 
on two occasions to speak to the SDC enforcement team, but they have not returned his calls. 

Stuart Kingham said there has been a change of personnel in that department, and that he would 
follow up on the matter. 

1498. Correspondence. 

a. Unitary Authority Conference 7th October 2021 at Junction 24. 

The Clerk gave a short report on this event which he attended with the Chairman. A dedicated joint 
County and District Council team is working on the preparations for the new single Unitary Authority 
for Somerset which is due to come into being in March 2023. Parish Councils have been assured that 
there will be no obligation for them to take on responsibilities for any services, unless they indicate 
agreement to do so. 

Local Community Networks (LCNs) will be created and would work as committees of the new 
authority’s cabinet, thereby becoming formal structures with real constitutional power. 

The non-binding poll conducted by the four District Councils, which showed that 65% of respondents 
preferred the “Stronger Somerset” option, was felt to be “mal-administered” by the “One Somerset” 
programme director. Many laudable aims are planned and it is hoped they will result in a more 
efficient and accessible authority. 

b. Free Spring bulbs. 

The allocation of a sack of spring bulbs for each Parish Council has been collected by the Clerk and 
this was handed over to the Chairman for appropriate distribution. 

1499.  Matters for report and items for next meeting. 

a. 2022/2023 Precept setting exercise. 

This will take place at the December meeting. 

At 7.28 pm the Chairman closed the meeting and invited public discussion: - 

a. Flooding in Ford Lane. 

Following the recent wet weather, localised flooding in Ford Lane has led to drivers being 
reluctant to drive through the flooded area because they can’t tell how deep the water is. 
The possibility of a depth marker post being installed, was discussed. It was felt such a post 
would not be visible from both ends of what can be a fairly long stretch. A longstanding 
parishioner said the depth reached a maximum of about nine inches and so most cars would 
be able to safely drive through. 

David Huxtable kindly said he would take the matter up with SCC Highways. 

 

 

 



 

b. Planned roadworks leading to the cancellation of regular bus services. 

 

The problem of road closures being enforced for long periods, when the road may not be 
closed for much of the time, and the effect this can have on bus services, which are vital to 
those without alternative means of getting about, was discussed. 

 

The Clerk was asked to email the Street works dept. of SCC Highways, outlining the problem 
and asking if it might be possible for Highways to liaise with the bus operators so that buses 
could use the “closed” roads at times when they are nor actually blocked by the road works. 

 

The Chairman re-convened the meeting at 7.42 pm. 

 

1500. Any other business and date of next meeting. 

 

Any other business: - 

 

a. Wood Lane potholes. 

 

Penny Badcock reported that she has received an enquiry from a resident of Wood Lane 
about the severe potholes in the lane, and if any responsibility to fill them in could be 
established. A discussion took place and the Chairman said that the ownership of Wood 
Lane was unclear and as such it would seem that the residents themselves should look 
to a combined effort to improve things. 

 

b. A new mobile library service. 

 

A new free service is being introduced by SCC, which is available to anyone who loves 
reading but is unable to access the library due to long term illness, mobility issues or 
caring responsibilities. 

 

When an individual makes contact, a DBS checked volunteer is dispatched to visit, 
establish reading preferences and collect books from the library service and take deliver 
them, calling perhaps on a two-weekly or monthly basis. 

 

For more information go to: - 

 



www.somersetlibraries.co.uk  

 

or phone: - 07814 079 831. 

 

c. SCC Volunteer Opportunities – New Facebook Page. 

 

With volunteering having been significantly impacted by the Pandemic, many services 
were unable to operate due to lockdown. 

 

A new Facebook page has been designed to encourage the restoration of volunteering 
as we come out of lockdown. 

For more information, go to: - 

@volunteeringatsomersetcountycouncil or visiting: - 

www.facebook.com/volunteeringatsomersetcountycouncil  

Date of next meeting Monday 6th December 2021 

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.48 pm. 
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