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MOMSS MAGAZINE 
This publication is hand delivered 

FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 
villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at: 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk  

and www.stawellvillage.info  and 

www.achurchnearyou.com/ Othery page 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Gill Wilkinson 
Compiler this month: Isobel Davis  
 

NEWS ARTICLES 
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or  

 

This magazine is edition  

number 5 of volume 19 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
July edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 June 
Articles 15 June 

 

the publisher. 
 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 
Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December’  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 
Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 
Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53   

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

http://www.stawellvillage.info
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Something to celebrate! At 9.45pm on Thursday 2 June 

beacons will be lit all over the country: Windmill Hill 

Middlezoy, the playing field Othery, Knoll Hill Moorlinch 

and Farmer Charlie Graham’s land for Stawell. Those who 

are unable to be present at the fire will still see the light. 

There are different events to enjoy within our own villages 

over the 4 days of the holiday. Be sure to read your local 

village news carefully as some events, most especially those 

indoors, require tickets. Even if the event is free, numbers 

still need to be catered for.  

We will see our houses gay with spring flowers, garden art and bunting. Then all we 

have to do is pray that the weather is kind to us. 

This is an international as well as a national event, beacons will be lit throughout the 

Commonwealth and overseas territories. On far flung tiny islands and throughout the 

continents there will be celebrations for the life of our monarch. We trust that our 

mutual rejoicing may prove stronger than our differences. 

Gill Wilkinson (Editor), momssgeditor@live.co.uk 
 

MOMSS MAGAZINE APPEAL 
We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded £1,900 by the National 

Lottery to enable the printed magazine to continue. Thank you for all your generous 

donations, most especially £50 from the Middlezoy Coffee Morning. It is heartening to 

see how much the Community appreciates receiving a hard copy. It also gives a boost 

to our many distributors who deliver door to door in all weathers. 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 
Open Daily 

The United Benefice churches in Middlezoy, Othery and Stawell are open daily for 

anyone to pop in to enjoy their heritage and for private prayer or contemplation. 
 

BENEFICE/MIDDLEZOY PRAYER GROUP 
Please do not think you have to be a member of the local churches as we are 

very willing to pray for anyone who asks. The prayer group feel it is needed so 

please do not hesitate to get in touch by emailing middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. 

The Prayer Group 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
Weddings:  

On Friday 6 May Matthew Keirle to Kirstie Witton at Holy Cross Middlezoy 

We wish them every happiness in their marriage . 
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Deaths/Funerals: 

Gwendoline Phyllis ('Phyllis') Newton of Othery died on Saturday  

16 April, age 89. Her funeral was held on Tuesday 10 May in St Michael's 

Church, Othery followed by burial in Othery Cemetery. 

Andrew Millhouse of Middlezoy died on Sunday 24 April, age 83.  

His funeral was held on Wednesday 11 May at Sedgemoor Crematorium. 

Charlie John ('John') Betty of Othery died in May. His funeral was held on 

Wednesday 18 May in St Michael's Church, Othery followed by burial in Othery 

Cemetery. 
 

BIBLE STUDY 2022 

A United Benefice study on John chapters 14-17 started on Wednesday 18 May via 

Zoom at 7.30pm. Contact your churchwarden to receive the details of how to join 

these meetings and to obtain a course booklet.                             Rev. Andrea Harwood 
 

GUIDED BY FAITH 
Visits undertaken, trees planted, ambassadors welcomed, honours 

awarded, miles travelled! Just a fraction of what our Queen has done. 

When, on her 21st birthday, Elizabeth II pledged herself to our service 

her whole life long, she could scarce have imagined the commitment 

she was making. 

What has enabled all the achievement that we celebrate in this year of the Platinum 

Jubilee? Her reign has seen joy and sorrow, triumphs and setbacks. The Queen gave an 

insight into what has seen her though in 2002 when she said:  

“I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times and the 

bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do 

what is right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to 

put my trust in God  …  I draw strength from the message of hope in the Christian 

gospel.” 

I’m inspired to be coming to Bath and Wells during this Platinum year that sees us 

celebrate the Queen’s steadfast service that flows from her Christian faith. Just as the 

young Elizabeth II couldn’t know what lay ahead as she looked to the future, neither 

can we. As we emerge from Covid, see war in Ukraine and confront a cost of living 

crisis we live in challenging times. To face our days we’ll need all the faith and 

experience, creativity and skills of everyone in Bath and Wells. Above all we have the 

hope of the Christian Gospel that has stood our Queen in such good stead throughout 

her long life. It’s the faith I’m looking forward to serving and celebrating with you as 

together we live and tell the story of Jesus. 

Every blessing, 

                     Bishop Michael                                          Right Reverend Michael Beasley 

Bishop Elect Bath and Wells 
 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE 
Churches across Bath and Wells have been praying for Ukraine and for peace. Many 

are open for those who wish to have a quiet moment of prayer or to light a candle, 

others have been holding prayer vigils. Locally church communities are working closely 
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with aid agencies to raise money and support those in need in Ukraine and refugees 

from the conflict. 
 

‘Refugees bring more to their new country than a suitcase.’ Albert Einstein 

MIDDLEZOY AND OTHERY SCHOOLS 
The summer term has certainly got off to a busy start and it is hard to believe that we 

are only ten weeks away from our year 6 cohort transitioning to their secondary 

schools. The staff and I are incredibly proud of all the year 6 children who all conducted 

themselves brilliantly during their recent SATs week. They tackled each paper with 

determination and have tried their absolute best. We simply could not have asked any 

more of them. Thank you to our PTA who provided breakfast for the children each 

morning during the week.  

Dragons class have been learning about the British Empire. Phoenix class have started 

their learning about Ancient Egypt with a visit from a specialist storyteller. They learned 

about mummification and the many beliefs of the Ancient Egyptians. I am assured no 

teachers were harmed during the event!  

At Othery school the children have started their topic work with earnest. Our team of 

budding palaeontologists have already uncovered some fossils. They have also been 

making their own fossils and learning about the life and work of Mary Anning. 

As part of their science learning, Unicorns class are eagerly awaiting the arrival of their 

class chicks, they have been incubating eggs and looking after them for the past 21 days. 

With 3 days to go until hatching, the excitement is building. 

Mrs Grant joined the Hatchlings team at the start of April. This term, they have been 

focussing on nursery rhymes. They have been busy making bread and currant buns. 

Their role play area is set as a cosy home corner and they have been continuing to 

make the most of their outdoors area.  

Over the next couple of weeks, we will be celebrating the life and work of Queen 

Elizabeth II ahead of the Platinum Jubilee. We are holding drop-in sessions for parents 

to celebrate with 

us and the 

children have 

been busy 

learning some 

songs to share at 

the event. An 

invitation has 

been sent home 

about this. 

Please contact 

the school office 

team on 01823 

698464/5 if you 

are looking for 

  SCHOOLS NEWS 
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school places and would like to see our schools at work. 

Lindsay Hayward, Headteacher 

Middlezoy and Othery Primary School  01823 698465/4 

  GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS 

COME AND PLAY IN A FRIENDLY BRASS BAND 
Ever thought you’d like to play an instrument or regretted not 

playing now, when you did years ago? Burtle Silver Band could be just 

the thing for you. Over the years we have retained our original image 

as a friendly, non-contesting village band. 
 

Players of any age, background and ability are always welcome 

to join. If you can play a brass instrument (or have done in the past,) 

or even another instrument and can read music, you would be more 

than welcome to join us. We have instruments you can borrow.  

Since its formation in 1905 the aim of the band has always been to serve the 

community, playing for local events such as village fetes or playing in the park on a 

summer afternoon. One priority has always been fundraising for charities, our current 

choice being Parkinson’s Disease and Alzheimer’s, and recently The Somerset & Dorset 

Air Ambulance. 

Band practice takes place every Thursday evening in Burtle Village Hall from 7.30-9.30 

with, once a month, a chance to socialise afterwards over a cup of coffee and biscuits. 

Feel free to pop in one Thursday evening and see what we do. 

Kathleen Cowles 01823 698172 
 

MUSIC ON THE LEVELS 
26 June Free Sunday Concert at 3pm in St Mary’s Church Westonzoyland, Folk 

Group Rough Round the Edges. 

Rough Round the Edges is a group of friends who share a love of music, ranging from 

folk songs to classics 

like My Old Man’s a 

Dustman. The group 

performs with banjo, 

mandola, whistles, 

guitar, recorder, flute 

and percussion. 

Currently, there are no 

statutory requirements 

with regard to Covid. 

However, In accordance 

with the government 

guidance that the 

pandemic is not yet 

over, we are retaining 

the informal booking 

 

 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 

* Private Chapel of Rest * 
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 
 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
 

Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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system and request that audiences 

observe sensible precautions as a 

courtesy to each other and to 

help us provide a comfortable and 

enjoyable experience for 

everyone. It also enables us to 

estimate the number of cakes to 

bake!  

Refreshments (tea, coffee, choice 

of cakes) are available at a modest 

charge from 2.15pm until the start 

of the concert. 

In order to help with the artists’ 

and other costs a raffle is held. 

Additionally, donations are 

encouraged. It costs an average of 

£300 to put on a concert. 

So, if you want to come to the 

concert, contact: 

Frank Challenger 01278 699071 

email: f.challenger@icloud.com 
 

LANGPORT SURGERY  

OPEN DAY 
Sunday 3 July from 11am to 

3pm 

This special event is an 

opportunity for the local 

community, patients and residents 

to meet the doctors and staff as 

well as get involved in some fun 

and games. 

Somerton Rugby Club will be 

hosting a BBQ, the Friends of 

Langport Surgery (FoLS) will be in 

attendance and surgery staff will 

be holding a traditional village fete 

with many stalls such as face-

painting, hook-a-duck, cakes, 

crafts, bouncy castle and a raffle. 

Entry is free and all funds raised 

from this event will go towards 

the charity STAND WITH 

UKRAINE.  

Friends of Langport Surgery 

Committee 

 

OTHERY 

STREET FAYRE 
 

Saturday 18th June, 

11am to 11pm 
 

Fayre Opened by Bishop Trevor Wilmott 

11am live on air with Sedgemoor FM 

Ice Cream Van, Barbecue, 

Refreshments & Cream Teas, 

Market & Crafts Stalls, Fun Dog Show 

Classic & Vintage Cars & Tractors 

WZ Airfield Exhibition, Organ Music 

Children's Poetry Competition exhibits 

Punch & Judy, Bouncy Castle 

Children's Entertainments 

Games & Competitions 

'Guess the Weight', 'First Drop' 

'Grand Draw' Ticket Sales 
 

Bar in the Marquee (open all day) 

4pm to 11pm 
 

Live Music and Entertainment 

in the Playing Field 
 

5.30pm Pig Roast (until it's all gone!) 
 

9.30pm The 'Grand Draw' takes place 
 

10.00pm Entertainments continue 
 

Proceeds to St Michael’s Church,  

TA7 0QG 
 

Free car park & entry to the Fayre 

www.facebook.com/OtheryStreetFayre  

http://www.facebook.com/OtheryStreetFayre
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WOOLAVINGTON VILLAGE WHEELS 

Volunteer Drivers Wanted 
These are volunteers providing a local transport service for those attending medical 

and dental appointments. For information about the service or to book transport call 

07519 343689. 

BUT more volunteers are required to expand the service into other Polden villages. If 

you could spare some time to work with us then please give us a call. 

 

FARM DIARY 
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. Maize is planted in the beginning of May and the rain in central Somerset 

in the middle of May will make sure this high energy forage will be emerging well by the 

time this is read. The rows are half a metre apart and the crop is precision drilled, i.e. 

the seeds are placed a set distance apart in the rows which is unlike cereals but like 

potatoes. Looking over the farm gate you should now be able to guess the crop that 

has just emerged. June is hay making month if the weather allows and made when 

grasses have put up a seed head. 

Crops. There are a lot of pressures on crop production this year. As mentioned in a 

previous article, world grain production and consumption have matched each other for 

the last five years despite both relentlessly increasing. There has been low rainfall in 

North America and drought in Latin America’s grain growing area. La Niña might yet 

appear for a third successive year extending this drought. Ukraine’s exports are now an 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), Climbing 
and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other courses 
offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, Nutrition, 
Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 
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unknown quantity as well as their plantings. India might have filled the gap but they are 

experiencing expected lower production as a result of blistering temperatures. So, we 

have high fertiliser prices and the government are suggesting that British farmers put on 

less fertiliser this year. This writer is not sure it is necessary for the government to 

advise on such matters. Farmers will already have made their decisions on this and less 

nitrogen owing to the price will mean less output. Prices of fertiliser and crops are 

about three times the norm. Unprecedented territory. 

The Royal Bath and West agricultural show. This takes place on June 2nd, 3rd and 

4th on the Shepton Mallet showground. Farming displays, food to eat and displayed, 

entertainment for all the family. 

Open Farm Sunday - Sunday 12 June. There are several farms in Somerset that are 

open to the public. Find them on www.farmsunday.org. There are different experiences 

at different farms and these are detailed on the website. These are such as tractor and 

trailer rides, meet the animals, hosted farm tours, machinery demonstrations, and food 

to buy and eat.                   Richard Graham 

 

GARDENING CLUB 
Othery Gardening Club is returning! First meeting will be on Tuesday  

14 June 7.30pm at Othery Village Hall. We will be having a demonstration  

on hanging baskets.  

We are just putting together the final details of a fully packed programme of visits and 

talks for the next 12 months and will share it with you soon.  

All very welcome to this informal and friendly group. Need more information?  

Contact Jo - 01823 698123, otherygardeningclub@live.co.uk or Facebook Othery 

Gardening Club. 

 

SKY AT NIGHT  June 2022 
Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of June 5.01am-9.17pm   End of June 5.00am-9.29pm 

Moon Phases 

First Quarter 7th / Full Moon 14th / Last Quarter 21st / New Moon 30th  

Planets 

The bright planets all appear in the south east after midnight during June, Saturn first at 

12.30am followed at 1.30am by Jupiter, Mars makes its 

appearance at 2am and Venus rises above the north 

eastern horizon at 3am. 

Constellation 

You would think that a constellation named Hercules 

would appear bold and prominent in the night sky, yet 

it is in fact quite indistinct having no really bright stars. 

Look high in the southern sky around midnight as it 

doesn’t get dark until quite late during June and look 

for the torso known as the Keystone, a slightly offset 

square of stars. Between the two stars on the right 

hand side you should notice what appears to be a 
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fuzzy star which is in 

fact the Hercules great 

globular star cluster 

which contains 

hundreds of thousands 

of stars.  

Phenomena 

The Summer Solstice is 

at 10.13am on 21 June, 

this is when the Sun 

reaches its most 

northerly point and we 

have the longest day 

and shortest night.                        

Paul Adamson  

01823 698156 
 

SOMERSET 

LEVELS 

STARGAZERS 
Our monthly meeting is 

on Wednesday 29 June 

at 7.30pm in Othery 

village hall where our 

guest speaker Bob 

Mizon FRAS, The 

Commission for Dark 

Skies UK Co-ordinator 

presents ‘Stars over the 

Nile, Ancient Egyptian 

Astronomy’. This is 

along with our guide  

to observing the night 

sky during the month 

ahead and all the latest 

astronomy and 

spaceflight news.  

The meeting is also on Zoom. For all details please contact 

somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com – you can also see us at 

www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk and follow us on Facebook. 

Paul Adamson 01823 698156 
 

WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION (WFA)  Somerset branch 

Our next meeting is in Othery village hall at 7.45pm on Wednesday 

8 June. Colin Chapman is the president of the Bristol and Avon Family 
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History Society and has been researching POW camps in the UK for over ten years. 

Now is your chance to learn how the prisoner of war camps were set up in the West 

Country. How they were managed and what the German POWs did to pass the time. 

WFA and non-members alike are equally welcome, we ask for a modest £4 donation to 

defray costs. Tea and coffee are available, you are more than welcome to bring your 

own drink should you wish.  

Pat Adamson, Secretary, Somerset W.F.A. 01823 698156 

Somersetwfa@hotmail.com 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 

Information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 
 

JUBILEE EVENTS 
Thursday 2 June Pub and Pizza Evening and the Lighting of a Beacon. 

Saturday 4 June a Grand Hog Roast with streamed music from the 

Buckingham Palace Live Concert.  

Sunday 5 June : 

 10am  Church Service when we shall worship God and honour for so many years 

the faithfulness, obedience and perseverance of her majesty. 

 Cream Tea event with shared food from the community. 
 

COFFEE MORNINGS  

These have started again, usually on the last Saturday of the month and in a 

different venue each time from 10 till 12 noon. Saturday 28th May at Brian 

and Janet's Willow Cottage at the west end of the village. Saturday 25th June 

at Rachel and Roy's in the middle of the village. All welcome.  

More information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in 

Somerset Facebook group 
 

VILLAGE NEWS 
Greinton's monthly Pub Nights continue to be popular, providing a great opportunity 

to get together for a chat and friendly game of darts. They take place on the first Friday 

of every month, so the next ones are on the 3 June and then 1 July. We are usually up 

and running by about 7pm and stay open as long as people want to linger. We don't 

have a licence, so bring along your favourite bottles or cans.  

On the afternoon of Sunday 19 June we will be holding our usual 

Fathers' Day Barbecue, starting at 2pm. Come along, with or without 

your father!            

Toby Crispin 
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  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Services in June 

  5  June  10.00am   Short Jubilee Praise and Thanksgiving 

12 June  10.30am  Joint Service with Methodists at Middlezoy Chapel  

24 June  10.00am   Worship for All  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

The Annual Church Parochial Meeting was held on 3 May. The following appointments 

were made: Churchwarden: Ian Campbell  PCC Members: Sarah Blake, Jean Campbell, 

Ian Campbell, Pauline Davies, Rev Andrea Harwood, Christine Pring and Gill Wilkinson. 

Churchyard Memorials 

The Quinquennial Survey undertaken in March did not identify any major structural 

problems but did identify some health and safety hazards that require attention. Several 

gravestones, in both the churchyards, were found to have movement. One was so 

severe the decision was taken to lay it flat. A list of the memorials identified will be 

available in the church.  

The maintenance of the memorials are the responsibility of the families and the PCC 

have the right to lay flat any memorial that they consider a major risk to public safety.  

Foodbank 

We take food up to the Langport Foodbank to help those in need every month on the 

4th Wednesday. This will be on 22 June. Rev Jess Pitman, who organises distributing the 

donations, is very grateful for all Middlezoy and Othery have done to help. If you wish 
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to donate items they can be left in either Middlezoy or Othery church porches or at 

the coffee morning in Middlezoy. Donations can also be collected if that is easier for 

you. Please contact me via email: shrubrose@yahoo.co.uk 

If you, or anyone you know, is finding themselves in need of help from the foodbank 

please contact Rev Jess Pitman tel: 01458 251881email: jessiacapitman@aol.com 

Middlezoy PCC 
 

MIDDLEZOY PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
Everyone in the village has received a programme for the weekend. Tickets 

for all the events are available at the Post Office. So please come and join us 

for a memorable and fun few days. Hopefully the sun will be shining. 

Throughout the weekend there is a display in the church ‘Middlezoy in the 1950s’, and 

don’t forget the Garden Art around the village for which you can vote for your 

favourites. 

Sunday will be a real village get together with the ‘Big Jubilee Lunch’, with the Grand 

Draw and Prize Giving for the Garden Art. 

You have all helped to raise the money, so come and enjoy the benefits (see next page) 

Pam Jamieson on behalf of the PJ Group 
. 

Jubilee Events 

Thursday 2 June 7.00pm Taunton Deane Big Band at church. £10 tickets Post Office 

Thursday 2 June 9.00pm assemble at church to walk to Windmill Hill for lighting of 

beacon. 

Friday 3 June afternoonT20 family 

cricket. 

Friday 3 June 7pm Tribute Night at 

village hall. £10 tickets Post Office. 

Saturday 4 June 12 noon Fancy Dress 

Parade from school. Activities all 

afternoon on playing field. 

Sunday 5 June 12.30pm Big Lunch, bring 

your own picnic.  
 

MIDDLEZOY HERITAGE 

GROUP 
The Heritage Group meet from 10.00am 

to 12.00am on the first Thursday of each 

month in the church. Their aim is to 

archive the social history of the village 

through photographs and documents. 

Much has been archived but much more 

needs to be recorded. Knowledge of the 

village is not essential so if you are new 

to the area, it is an opportunity to know 

more about the history of Middlezoy. 

We look forward to welcoming you.

                        Heritage Group  
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MIDDLEZOY WALKS 
The Footpath Group have been busy restoring gates within the 

23 miles of footpaths in Middlezoy Parish. A new and beautiful 

gate ‘The woodpecker and the hare’. 
 

MIDDLEZOY SHOP  

Bread 

We have been trying to source fresh bread for you for some 

time but we have been unable to get anyone to deliver and 

with the amount we sell, it would not be cost effective to 

collect it. We have spoken to Regency Butchers in Westonzoyland and they have fresh 

bread from Maisey’s in Highbridge. They are willing to deliver some with their Friday 

order to us. We would not make any profit on this and would offer it as a service to 

you. This being the case we would require you to order and pay for the bread by 

Tuesday so we can have it ready for you on Friday. We would be selling the bread at 

the following prices: White £2.00, Wholemeal £2.10, Granary £2.20, 6 Soft Rolls £1.75 

and 4 Crusty Rolls at £1.50. If you are interested in this please let us know in the shop. 

Newspapers 

We are not sure if we have our list of ordered papers up to date but we have had 

some papers not collected and people who come on the off chance turned away. We 

will check out our list and have agreed to keep papers reserved until lunchtime, unless 

you let us know that you will collect them 

later in the day.               Becky Turner 
 

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE COFFEE 

MORNING 
We were pleased to welcome Lynne 

Mackay to our coffee morning on Monday 

9 May. Our very own village artist - her 

speciality is pet portraits and she had two 

super dog portraits on display, the eyes 

were amazing! Lynne takes commissions 

and has her own website 

www.lynnemackay.com. 

Our next guest is Jade Chels, a crafter 

from Othery on Monday 13 June. She 

makes many different things including  

cake toppers, hair bows, homeware, birth 

blankets, birth announcements, occasion 

gifts, signage and much more. Visit her 

Facebook page ‘The Makers gotta make’ 

to have a look at some of the things Jade 

creates. She will have a selection with her 

on the 13th. Do come along and support 

her. There is no obligation to buy. 

  

R.J. Countryside & 

Garden Services 

 
Tree Surgery 

All aspects of garden maintenance 

Pruning, planting, weeding 

Rotavating 

Grass cutting 

Hedge trimming 

Hedge laying 

 

Fully Insured, Qualified and Licensed 

 

Contact Rhiannon and Jason on 

07706  471337 

rjcountryside@gmail.com 
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We will be pleased to see you any Monday from 10-12. We have a raffle and a ‘bring 

and buy /bric a brac stall’ as well as many books and jigsaws. Sometimes we even have a 

cake dropped in by a lovely villager to share around. Do come along and join in with 

the chatter.                                Jill Darby  

Village Coffee Morning Co-ordinator 

Tel 01823 698000 email jilldrb@gmail.com 
 

MIDDLEZOY WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB  
Annual Outing - 9th August - Ottery St Mary Garden Centre and Sidmouth 

Please note this is the second Tuesday in August not the first Tuesday as usual. We are 

doing this to avoid the popular ‘Country Dancing Festival’ which happens at Sidmouth 

during the first week. 

Also please note we have raised the age for a free seat to 65 and ‘Villager Only’ in the 

first instance. Nearer the time if we still have seats available we will open to other 

villages!!              Pauline Stewart 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH    Services 

12 June  10.30am United Service at Chapel     

26 June     6.30pm  Circuit Service - Rev Deborah Kirk       

Pauline Stewart 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS  

OTHERY STREET FAYRE 
Saturday 18 June  

Our annual church fundraising event is here again and we 

have organised another day and evening of events and activities. 

We will be delivering our annual House-to-House appeal leaflets asking people for 

donations of items to our own church stalls of Bottle-Tombola, Bric-a-brac, and 

Produce which we will then collect during the week immediately before the Fayre. 

Cakes Stall 

We are appealing for on-the-day donations of homemade Cakes - small, medium and 

large sizes will be very gratefully received for sale in the Refreshments marquee. Also,  

if you feel you could help on the stall for an hour during the day it would be much 

appreciated. Please contact Eli Busby at Church Farmhouse, North Lane or phone 

01823 690453. 

Decorate your houses and gardens 

Again, we are inviting householders to decorate the outside of their homes with any 

bunting, flags and fun and bright items to brighten up the village for this special day.  

From 11am - 4pm 

Come along to North Lane, the Playing Field, the Old Vicarage Lawn and the Church all 

of which will be filled with varieties of stalls, exhibitions, live entertainments, Dog Show, 

'Guess the Weight of', 'First Drop', children's competitions, hot and cold refreshments, 

all day Bar and Classic Cars to name just a few! 

From 4pm to 11pm 

Immediately after the Fayre closes at 4pm the Playing Field marquee will be the focal 
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point with the Bar open and live musical entertainments throughout the evening, from 

5.30pm a Pig Roast and at 9pm the Grand Draw will be held with many valuable prizes 

which have been donated by very generous donors. Live music will then continue until 

closure of the Bar and Playing Field at 11pm.                     Anita Winslade, OSF Secretary 
 

JUBILEE THANKSGIVING SERVICE  
Sunday 5 June at 10am  at St Michael’s Church  All welcome  
 

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL  Diary for June 

Mondays 11am Yoga; 6.30pm Zumba (6pm on 13 June) 

Tuesday 14 June Gardening Club 

Wednesday 8 June Western Front Association; 29 June Somerset Stargazers 

Thursdays 7.30pm Short mat bowls 

Fridays 11am Pilates; 7pm Bar night (not 3 June) 

Jubilee Events (Tickets required) 

Thursday 2 June 10-12 Children's Craft Morning 

Friday 3 June 2pm Afternoon Tea  

Saturday 4 June 5pm Children's Entertainment; 8pm Disco. The bar will open at 5pm. 

Tickets available from: parishclerk@othery.org.uk, Vicki 07718 390097, Ella 07814 754127 
 

Other dates for the diary 

Annual General Meeting 18 October; Craft Fair 26 November 

Bridget Gander, Secretary, Othery Village Hall Committee 

otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk  www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk 
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READING GROUP   Bewilderment by Richard Powers 

Bewilderment is the thirteenth novel by the multi-award winning 

American author Richard Powers. It was shortlisted for the 2021 

Booker Prize. The book concentrates on the relationship between its 

two main characters, Theo Byrne, an astro-biologist and Robin, his deeply disturbed, 

nine-year-old son. The novel is set in the near future, an inhospitable world where 

environmental collapse is accelerating, democracy is falling apart and armed private 

militia control its borders. Theo is programming simulations of life on extra-solar 

planets and Robin, who is intensely focused on the natural world, is trying to raise 

awareness of the harm humans are doing to our earth and to battle against the 

impending extinction of life. The book is full of complex ideas but central to it is the 

bewilderment of being human in a world which seems to be bent on self-destruction -  

a world which is selfish, paying service to totalitarianism and capitalism as opposed to 

ancient values of the interdependence and symbiosis of living things. This is 

bewilderment indeed and Robin’s efforts to resurrect this way of regarding life on earth 

are in the end futile. The Reading Group was very receptive to the book with several 

members finding it moving and very sad. One confessed that the sci-fi aspects were 

skipped over! However, another member summed it up succinctly and beautifully -  

“A book of mind expanding ideas, new perspectives and paradigms whilst remaining 

grounded in the mindless destruction of our planetary home”.  

June’s book is ‘Americanah’ by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.       Jane Clay 

 
GREINTON 

SERVICE STATION 
 

WESLEY LEWIS 
  

 

 

 

 MOT testing on petrol 

and diesel vehicles 
 

 Car sales and servicing 
 

 All repairs undertaken 
 

 Air conditioning service 

and repair 

 

 Taunton Road. 

Greinton, Bridgwater, TA7 9BP 

Telephone 01458 210094 
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Jubilee Events (Tickets required for some events) 

Thursday 2 June  7.30pm onwards  BBQ and Beacon Lighting Ceremony* 

Saturday 4 June  12noon to 2pm  Pebble and Decorated House Trail 

Saturday 4 June  3pm    Children's Crown Making, Bunting Decorating 

      and Baking Activities 

Sunday 5 June  10am    Jubilee Celebration Church Service 

Sunday 5 June  1pm to 4pm  Street Party and Picnic*   Spring Lane 

* By ticket only                Anne Farmer 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS   

  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

WOMENS INSTITUTES NEAR US 
Ashcott and Pedwell 7.30pm Third Thursday Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ 

Burrowbridge   7.30pm   Third Monday    Coronation Hall West Yeo Road, TA7 0RH 

Shapwick Starlets 7.30pm Second Tuesday Village Hall, Station Rd, TA7 9NJ 

Westonzoyland 7.15pm Second Wednesday Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 0EZ 

Local times can vary so it is best to contact to Somerset Federation before attending 

for the first time 01278 287034. 
 

 

Westonzoyland   Gill Wilkinson Secretary email: zoywisec@gmail.com 01823 698429 
 

 

Burrowbridge WI 

Our June meeting will be a Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee supper at our 

President’s home, with a red, white and 

blue theme and our own special WI 

home-made bunting. 
On Monday 18 July we are hosting an 

open meeting, with a demonstration by 

Jan McNeill on ‘Fun Ways with Scarves’. 

Ladies, have you ever wondered what to 

do with those scarves tucked in the 

back of your wardrobe? Jan will show 

you how to tie them in many imaginative 

ways. There will be a small entry fee. 
Sue Heyes Secretary  

email: burrowbridgewi@outlook.com  

01278 691326 

Westonzoyland WI 

Wednesday 8 June at 7pm we are 

hosting a Ladies Fashion Show and  

Pop-up Shop. High Street brands at half 

price. Tickets £6, 

westonzoylandwi@gmail.com or 

Middlezoy Post Office. 
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QUOTES 
More Albert Einstein quotes: 

 Weakness of attitude becomes weakness of character 

 Truth is what stands the test of experience 

 Unthinking respect for authority is the greatest enemy of truth 

 Common sense is nothing more than a deposit of prejudices laid down in the mind 

before you reach eighteen 

 If A is success in life, then A equals X plus Y plus Z. X is work; Y is play; Z is keeping 

your mouth shut. 
 

Brother Roger of Taizé: 

We do not discover God by withdrawing into ourselves, alone, but by sharing him with 

others, and trying to talk with others about what we are discovering. 
 

The Rev Canon Dr Ivor Smith-Cameron: 

Sow a thought, reap an act 

Sow an act, reap a habit 

Sow a habit, reap a character.         Richard Graham 
 

HOW TO REDUCE FOOD WASTE AT HOME 
Making more of the food you buy not only cuts waste, it saves money and helps the 

planet.  70% of all food wasted in the UK is thrown away at home – and of this, almost 

three quarters is perfectly good to eat. And when we discard that crust of bread or 

sprouting potato, we’re also binning all the energy and resources used to produce it.  
 

Waitrose have put together some tips to help us cut food waste – small changes that 

will make a big difference to our planet. Here is a selection of them. 

1. Make a list… before you go shopping, and stick to it. This stops you buying things 

you don’t need (which often end up in the bin). Take a photo of your fridge to remind 

you what you already have as you wander around the aisles.  

2. Don't shop on an empty stomach 

If you’re hungry you’re more likely to impulse-buy treats that you don’t need (and that 

could end up in the bin).  

3. Know your dates 

You can safely ignore 

the ‘best-before’, 

‘display-by’ and ‘sell-by’ 

dates on packaging. 

‘Use-by’ is the only 

one you need.  

4. Make leaves last 

Rocket or other dark 

green leaves can  

be frozen from fresh 

and added to sauces 

and stir-fries and 

wilted, just as you 

would use spinach. 
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5. Maximise mushrooms 

Don’t store mushrooms in plastic or  

air-tight containers. This prevents air 

flow and speeds up spoilage. If they’re 

turning brown, don’t bin them. Peel off 

the outer layer and discard any dry 

stalks.  

6. Freeze milk 

If it’s full fat rather than skimmed or 

semi, the cream will separate when it 

defrosts, but give it a good shake and it’ll 

taste completely normal. 

7. Freeze cheese 

Cut it into small portions or grate some 

into a container before freezing, ready to 

top lasagnes and other tray bakes.  

8. Get the size right 

Don’t overcompensate on portion size. 

It’s better to put on slightly less pasta or 

rice than you think you’ll need. Often, 

that extra bit you think you should add 

to the pot –just in case – is the bit that 

ends up in the bin.  

9. Buy frozen produce 

It’s often cheaper than fresh, and you can take as much as you need straight from the 

freezer. Look for frozen fish, vegetables and herbs. 

10. Make bread last 

Rolls past their best? Spritz with water and pop into a hot oven, or turn into 

breadcrumbs and freeze. Stale bread works perfectly well in French toast. Beat a couple 

of eggs with some milk, add cinnamon if you like, then soak the bread in the mixture 

before frying.  

 
 

Could you be  
advertising  

your business  
in this space? 

 
See inside front cover  

for our  
reasonable rates. 

CLEVER ANAGRAMS      
This is so clever, someone out there must be "deadly" at Scrabble.  

When you rearrange the letters:  

ASTRONOMER   becomes   MOON STARER 

THE EYES  becomes  THEY SEE 

GEORGE BUSH  becomes  HE BUGS GORE 

THE MORSE CODE becomes  HERE COME DOTS 

SLOT MACHINES becomes  CASH LOST IN ME 

ANIMOSITY  becomes  IS NO AMITY 

ELECTION RESULTS becomes  LIES - LET'S RECOUNT 

SNOOZE ALARMS becomes  ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S 

A DECIMAL POINT becomes  I'M A DOT IN PLACE 

THE EARTHQUAKES becomes  THAT QUEER SHAKE 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO becomes  TWELVE PLUS ONE 
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VILLAGE AGENTS 
 

To contact a Village Agent ring  

01823 331222 and they will find the 

most suitable person to deal with  

your query. 

Referrals can also be made via local 

doctors’ surgeries. 
 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Jane Wood   

Tel 07985 680266 

email: janew@somersetrcc.org.uk 
 

MOORLINCH 

To be allocated 
 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

Daniel Bell  

Tel 07946 461548 

email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk  
 

GREINTON 

To be allocated 

DR. SEUSS EXPLAINS WHY COMPUTERS CRASH 
 

If a packet hits a pocket on a socket on a port, and the bus is 

interrupted at a very last resort, and the access of the memory makes 

your floppy disc abort, then the socket packet pocket has an error to 

report. 
 

If your cursor finds a menu item followed by a dash and the double-

clicking icon puts your window in the trash; and your data is corrupted 

cause the index doesn't hash, then your situation's hopeless and your 

system's gonna crash! 
 

If the label on the cable on the table at your house, says the network is connected to 

the button on your mouse, but your packets want to tunnel to another protocol, that's 

repeatedly rejected by the printer down the hall, and your screen is all distorted by the 

side effects of gauss, so your icons in the window are as wavy as a souse; then you may 

as well reboot and go out with a bang, because sure as I'm a poet, the hard drive's 

gonna hang! 
 

When the copy of your floppy's getting sloppy in the disc, and the macro-code 

instructions cause unnecessary risk, then you'll have to flash the memory and you'll 

want to RAM your ROM. Quickly turn off the computer and be sure to tell your Mum! 
 

atimetolaugh.org 
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to obtain the code 

to open the cabinet give the following information about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm   TA7 9BU  

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 
 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

POLICE        Emergencies only tel: 999 ;  Non emergencies tel: 101 

CRIMESTOPPERS    8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111 

  USEFUL INFORMATION  

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The recycling and rubbish collections for the MOMSS & G area are: 
 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Saturday 4, Friday 10, Thursdays 16, 23, 30 June, and 7 July 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:  Friday 10, Thursday 30 June 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:  

Middlezoy: Mondays 6, 20 June and 4 July        

Othery: Saturday 4, Thursdays 16, 30 June 
  

MOORLINCH, STAWELL, SUTTON MALLET & GREINTON 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  Wednesdays 1,8, 15, 22, 29 June and 6 July 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: Wednesday 15 June and 6 July 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:  Friday 10, Thursday 23 June 
 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES 

Summer opening hours are 9am-6pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 
 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks. Next visits: 6 June and 4 July 

Stawell Village Hall      9.50am - 10.30am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction 10.45am - 11.05am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop  12.20pm - 1pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on  

0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: To be arranged  

Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 

Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

See information on page 19 in the printed version of this magazine for contact details 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 Shop 01823 587222 

Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm 

Shop open additionally Wed, Sat 8.45am-11am 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358 
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 698366;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com
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The MOMSS magazine is supported by  

the National Lottery 

 

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 

SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES JUNE 2022 

 
 

  The Common Worship readings and lessons for the services: 

 

DATE TIME EVENT VENUE 

June 5 Sun 

(Pentecost) 
(Whit Sunday) 
Platinum Jubilee 

Weekend 

10.00am 

10.00am 

10.00am 

10.00am 

Short Jubilee Praise 
Jubilee Thanksgiving service 
Jubilee Celebration service 

Jubilee Thanksgiving service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

St Michael’s, Othery 

St Mary's, Moorlinch 

St Francis, Stawell 

12 Sun 

(Trinity) 
10.00am 

10.00am 

10.00am 

10.30am 

Prayer and Praise 
Holy Communion (CW) 
Holy Communion service 
Joint Worship For All service 

St Michael’s, Othery 

St Mary's, Moorlinch 

St Francis, Stawell 

Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy 

19 Sun  

(1st after Trinity) 
10.00am United Benefice  

Communion service 

Marquee in the Playing Field  

in North Lane, Othery, TA7 0QG 

26 Sun 

(2nd after Trinity) 
10.00am 

10.00am 

10.00am 

10.00am 

 6.30pm 

Holy Communion (CW) 
Prayer & Praise service 

Worship For All 
All Age Worship 

Circuit Communion service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

St Michael’s, Othery 

St Mary's, Moorlinch 

St Francis, Stawell 

Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy 

July 3 Sun 
(3rd after Trinity) 

10.00am United Benefice  

Communion service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

  

DATE SEASON READINGS 
June 
5 Sun 

Pentecost 
(Whit Sunday) 

OT:       Genesis, chapter 11, verses 1 to 9 
Psalm:    104, verses 24 to the end 
Epistle:   Acts, chapter 2, verses 1 to 21 
Gospel:  John, chapter 14, verses 1 to 17 and 25 to 27 

12 Sun Trinity Sunday OT:       Proverbs, chapter 8, verses 1 to 4 and 22 to 31 
Psalm:    8 
Epistle:   Romans, chapter 5, verses 1 to 5 
Gospel:  John, chapter 16, verses 12 to 15 

19 Sun First Sunday 

after Trinity 

OT:       1 Kings, chapter 19, verses 1 to 15a 
Psalm:    42 
Epistle:   Galatians, chapter 3, verses 23 to the end 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 8, verses 26 to 39 

26 Sun Second Sunday 

after Trinity 

OT:       2 Kings, chapter 2, verses 1 to 14 
Psalm:    77, verses 1 and 2 and 11 to the end 
Epistle:   Galatians, chapter 5, verses 1 and 13 to 25 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 9, verse 51 to the end 

July 
3 Sun 

Third Sunday 

after Trinity 

OT:       2 Kings, chapter 5, verses 1 to 14 
Psalm:    30 
Epistle:   Galatians, chapter 6, verses 1 to 16 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 10, verses 1 to 11 and 16 to 20 


