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MOMSS MAGAZINE 
This publication is hand delivered 

FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 
villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at: 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk  

and www.stawellvillage.info  and 

www.achurchnearyou.com/ Othery page 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Gill Wilkinson 
Compiler this month: Jane Stryker 
 

NEWS ARTICLES 
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or  

the publisher. 
 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 
Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December’  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 
Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 
Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53   

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
August edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 July 
Articles 15 July 

 

This magazine is edition  
number 6 of volume 19 

 

http://www.stawellvillage.info
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  FROM THE EDITOR 

Even though we are all ‘partied out’ after the many Jubilee events there is still much to 

enjoy in July and August. Langport Surgery has an Open Day’, Moorlinch a picnic with 

entertainment, there is Bowling in Bridgwater and Middlezoy has a summer outing. 

Finally, Burrowbridge WI invites ladies to ‘imaginative ways with scarves’, it sounds 

rather like the dance of the seven veils. 

Enjoy the summer.      

Gill Wilkinson (Editor)  momssgeditor@live.co.uk 

  FROM REV KELVIN  

Many are still talking about the Platinum Jubilee Weekend, and especially 

about the Queen’s tea party with Paddington Bear! After which Her 

Majesty wrote to all who had taken part, “My heart has been with you 

all and I remain committed to serving you.”  

Together we remember her seventy years of service with gratitude. She 

continued, “Inspired by kindness, joy and kinship and a renewed sense of 

togetherness.”  

She was inspired, and we are inspired by her.  

The Queen’s balcony appearance at the end of the concert provided a 

perfect end to the celebrations, and an illustration of things to come with Prince Charles, 

Prince William and Prince George. 

Sadly, we have crashed back to normal; to the dreadful events of the war in Ukraine, the 

failure in care of vulnerable children in this country, to three prisoners of war given a 

death sentence by Russian forces. To add to that we have the oil and economic crisis as 

so many families feel the pinch of rising prices. 

Yet, July could bring another message, that of Christian hope.  

In July the Church remembers: 

St Mary Magdalene (22nd). She is someone changed by Jesus before becoming a 

companion during His ministry; the first to see the risen Lord and to share the news with 

the disciples. In her collect we pray: “that we may serve God in the power of Jesus’ risen 

life.” 

St James (25th). We remember a disciple who, “left his father and all that he had and was 

obedient to the call of Jesus”. 

William Wilberforce (30th). We recall “his toil against the sin of slavery”. After years of 

effort the slave trade was made illegal in the British Empire. 

Mary Magdalene ‘served’, James was ‘obedient’, William ‘toiled against slavery’, all had 

faith in the living God who can change our attitude to life if we will let him.  

The Queen’s faith has enriched her 70 years of service, faith could enrich ours to serve, 

inspired by kindness, joy and kinship and a renewed sense of togetherness. 

Reverend Kelvin Williams  
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FROM THE REGISTERS  
Baptism:  Freya Louisa Grace Bell was baptised on Sunday 29 May at St Michael and 

All Angels Church, Greinton. (See Page 9) 

Weddings:  

On Saturday 28 May Thomas Legg and Abigail Vowles at Holy Cross Middlezoy. 

We wish them every happiness in their marriage . 

Deaths/Funerals: 

Chris Munday of Moorlinch passed away on Sunday 29 May. The funeral service took 

place on Wednesday 29 June at Sedgemoor Crematorium. Our love and prayers go to 

Aileen and family. 
 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 
Open Daily 

The United Benefice churches in Middlezoy, Othery and Stawell are open daily for 

private prayer. 
 

UNITED BENEFICE BREAKFAST CAFÉ 
Sunday 17 July at 9.30am—Moorlinch Church Hall 

Come and enjoy breakfast and worship at Moorlinch Church Hall . 

Please note change of time to our normal UB services. 
 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR YOUNG 
PEOPLE 3-9 JULY 
Praying for a generation in need. 

Middlezoy Holy Cross Church will be 

open on 6 July from 7pm-8pm to pray for 

young people. You are welcome to come 

and join us. Please feel free to come and 

go as you please.  

The community values the wellbeing of 

children and young people and the Go 

Team from the Diocese has invited 

everyone to join them in prayer for young 

people during that week. As we continue 

to emerge from the pandemic and 

understand the impact of the last few 

years on children, young people, families 

and schools, colleges and universities the 

‘Go Team’ is raising the awareness of 

needing prayer as a way forward for the 

wellbeing of young people.  

They will meet each day from 12-12-30 to 

pray together. Churches, schools, 

community groups and individuals are 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  
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encouraged to join them on Zoom or personally. However, prayer is valid at anytime 

so you may want to set aside a time that suits you or your group. Daily Prayer videos 

will also be posted on their social media channels. Let’s all pray for a way forward for 

the wellbeing of young people and families.   

Pauline Davies 
 

BENEFICE/MIDDLEZOY PRAYER GROUP 
Please do not think you have to be a member of the local churches as we are very 

willing to pray for anyone who asks. The prayer group feel it is needed so please do not 

hesitate to get in touch by emailing middlezoyprayers@gmail.com. 

The Prayer Group 
 

BIBLE STUDY 2022 

A United Benefice study on John chapters 14-17 continued on Wednesday 22 June via 

Zoom at 7.30pm. Contact your churchwarden to receive the details of how to join 

these meetings and to obtain a course booklet.  

Rev. Andrea Harwood 
 

A WEALTH OF MINISTRIES 
Half-way through the year already! Midsummer’s day past. It hardly 

seems possible. We have now had Bishop Michael’s election as our new 

Diocesan Bishop confirmed and we have joined together in a Day of 

Prayer to mark this new chapter in the life of the Diocese of Bath and 

Wells. Praying with hope and joy as we look forward to the next part 

of the journey together, and with realism as we recognise the 

challenges we face especially with our limited financial resources. 

However, we are rich in other ways. The missional and ministerial resources amongst 

us are strong. We continue to see people drawn to exploring ordained ministry and yet 

an even greater number seeking new lay ministerial opportunities. Reader training is 
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beginning to increase once more. Chaplaincies of all shapes and sizes are developing. 

Recently we introduced chaplaincy to the courts in Taunton and Weston-Super-Mare is 

following after. Churchwardens in this past month have demonstrated their commitment 

to service at the annual Visitation services. 

And there are loads more ways in which the wealth of the Church is seen, through 

pastoral care, worship leading, and children and youth work, to name but a few. Our 

deaneries are working together on plans for local shared ministry focussing on the 

particular needs, context and gifts of each place and community. It is an opportunity for us 

to note God’s abundant goodness to us and the gift of the people with whom we gather.  

I am looking forward to sharing in our celebration of all the lay ministries across the 

diocese. It is an opportunity to hear the stories of one another, to reflect on creative 

possibilities and ways you can join in. Please respond to the invitation to come along! 

Every Blessing, Bishop Ruth   Right Reverend Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 
 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE 
Churches across Bath and Wells have been praying for Ukraine and for peace. Many are 

open for those who wish to have a quiet moment of prayer or to light a candle, others 

have been holding prayer vigils. Locally church communities are working closely with aid 

agencies to raise money and support those in need in Ukraine and refugees from the 

conflict. 

PICNIC AND PERFORMANCE 
The Post House, Moorlinch 
Sunday 10 July from 3pm onwards 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

Live Music, Raffle, Poetry and Auction. 

Bring your own picnic, drinks and rug or chair - then relax and 

enjoy an afternoon and evening of wonderful entertainment. 

Entry on the gate - £5.00 Adults and £2.50 Children 

All proceeds to Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance plus other 

Cancer and Local Charities. 

Don’t hide your light under a bushel - if you would like to sing. 

dance. recite or play an instrument at this event, contact Audrey Warner on  

01458 210262  

Audrey Warner 
 

BRIDGWATER BOWLING 
Want to try something different - then have a go a bowling at Victoria Park BC in 

Bridgwater. Go along on a Wednesday evening at 6pm and try your 

hand. 

If you like it, there is a reduced membership fee offer. The club also 

has a short mat section in the winter months and quite a few social 

events to while away your time. For further details contact Colin 

Gay on 01278 452000 or email colin.mollie@btinternet.com 

  GENERAL ITEMS 
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FARM DIARY 
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. At the time of writing, we are conserving grass for next winter in the form 

of hay. The problem with hay is that overall there must be less production from the field 

than if it is conserved as silage or haylage. Grass for hay is cut a month later than that for 

silage. Also, it takes more machinery hours to make as it is turned or tedded many times 

before being fit to bale. Winter sown cereal crops have their heads out now and at the 

watery ripe stage of growth. Harvest beckons. Winter barley and oil seed rape are ready 

in the last week of July and winter wheat in the first week of August. That is for central 

Somerset. France is about four weeks earlier and Scotland three weeks later. Crop prices 

have been declining recently as the harvest approaches. 

Crop Assurance. To sell cereals to any feed mill, the farmer has to be “crop assured.” 

This is a self-disclosure system overseen by an inspector from an assurance body such as 

Red Tractor. It ensures as far as possible that the farmer has followed all legislation 

concerning production and storage of the crop. Amazingly, imports are not subject to 

any such regime. 

Goats. Greenhouse gas emissions are at a minimum for ruminants if their health is good. 

As has been written before, goats do not develop an immunity to intestinal worms. 

These are a normal hazard for grazing animals. We are developing a system where the 

goats only graze grass or forage that has not been grazed that year. This means that 

Lots of stalls, competitions, fun and refreshments available, See Page 15 for 

 details and Page 19 for the cake competition recipe. 



6 

routine worming is done at turnout and at 

housing rather than regularly throughout the 

year. This must reduce our greenhouse gas 

emissions although we are not measuring 

them. 

Richard Graham 
 

THANK YOU FOR FARM DIARY 
A short note to say thank you to Richard, for 

all the farm articles in MOMSS, for non-

farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

It is good that there is a reduction in 

insecticide and that slug pellets containing 

metaldehyde have been banned. 

This could lead to an increase in the wildlife 

in the area and maybe we shall see more 

insects, thrushes, hedgehogs, bats and owls 

again in the area, which will be so welcome. 

Jeanette Scott       
 

SKY AT NIGHT 
July 2022 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of July 5.01am-9.29pm 

End of July 5.36am-8.59pm 

Moon Phases 

1st First Quarter 7th / Full Moon 13th / Last Quarter 20th / New Moon 28th   

Planets 

You will see Saturn rise in the east at 10.30pm this month 

while Jupiter appears at midnight followed by Mars at 

12.30am, Venus makes a spectacular appearance at 3am. 

Constellation 

Look overhead to observe Cygnus the Swan flying through 

the Milky Way around midnight during July. Cygnus also 

known as the Northern Cross is quite distinctive with the 

bright star Deneb marking its tail while two stars form the 

tips of its outstretched wings with the star Albireo marking 

its head as it heads south. Albireo is actually a double and 

one of the most beautiful in the northern sky, with a small 

telescope or even binoculars held steady you will be treated 

to the sight of a dazzling yellow star with a blue companion 

looking like two jewels.  

Phenomena 

The full moon on 13 July is the brightest of this year’s 4 super moons being the closest 

and 30% brighter than a normal full moon, try and catch it as it rises just before 10pm for 

the best effect. 

Paul Adamson 01823 698156 

 

R.J. Countryside & 

Garden Services 

 
Tree Surgery 

All aspects of garden maintenance 

Pruning, planting, weeding 

Rotavating 

Grass cutting 

Hedge trimming 

Hedge laying 

 

Fully Insured, Qualified and Licensed 

 

Contact Rhiannon and Jason on 

07706  471337 

rjcountryside@gmail.com 

find us on Facebook 
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SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 
Our monthly meeting is on Wednesday 27 July at 7.30pm in Othery Village Hall where our 

guest speaker John Chuter F.R.A.S. will give a talk on the importance of astronomical 

archives.  

This is along with our guide to observing the night sky during the month ahead and all the 

latest astronomy and spaceflight news. The meeting is also on Zoom.  

For all details please contact somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com – you can also see us at 

www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk and follow us on Facebook. 

Paul Adamson 01823 698156 
 

LANGPORT SURGERY OPEN DAY 
Sunday 3 July from 11am to 3pm 

This special event is an opportunity for the local community, patients and residents to 

meet the doctors and staff as well as get involved in some fun and games. 

Somerton Rugby Club will be hosting a BBQ, the Friends of Langport Surgery (FoLS) will 

be in attendance and surgery staff will be holding a traditional village Fete with many stalls 

such as Face-painting, Hook-a-duck, Cakes, Crafts, Bouncy Castle and a Raffle. 

Entry is free and all funds raised from this event will go towards the charity STAND WITH 

UKRAINE.  Friends of Langport Surgery Committee 

Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in Somerset 

Facebook group 
 

UNITED BENEFICE SERVICE AND BAPTISM 
On Sunday 29 May St Michael 

and All Angels Church at 

Greinton hosted the United 

Benefice Service with the joyful  

addition of a baptism.  

In a packed church, which 

included a large number of 

children, Freya Louisa Grace Bell 

was baptised by the Rev Andrea 

Harwood.  

In addition to Freya’s parents, 

Tom and Tara, her older brother 

Oliver was in attendance. 

A joyful occasion and a lovely 

way to welcome Freya to the 

church family. 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 
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THE CHURCHYARD 
Pick up your dog’s faeces 

Most dog owners are responsible, but there appears to be a serial offender 

who either does not notice or allows his dog to roam. The churchyard is 

intersected by popular footpaths, many folk tend family graves and a small 

army of volunteers are busy on hands and knees planting out wild flowers to make our village 

beautiful and to attract those insects which pollinate crops. 

The offence of one, causes distress to many. Consider your neighbours, keep a strict eye on 

your dog and use the bins provided.   

Gill Wilkinson  
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Rogation Sunday 

On 22 May the church congregation 

celebrated Rogation Sunday with an outdoor 

service in the churchyard. Prayers and 

reflections were said at various areas in the 

churchyard. The service was followed by the 

unveiling of the ECO Bronze Award plaque, 

now on the inner wall of the porch, by 

Pauline Davies and then a glass of bubbly to 

celebrate. 

Churchyard Tidy Up Day Saturday 9 

July  

Although the grass is cut every month and 

the wild areas are developing nicely there are several areas of the churchyard needing 

regular maintenance. If you are free from 9.30 on Saturday 9 July please come along. If 

possible, bring your secateurs and clippers. Refreshments will be available.  

Cream Tea Afternoon and Tower Open  

Sunday 24 July from 2pm 

Come and enjoy a Cream Tea in the church or churchyard on Sunday 24 July. Weather 

permitting the tower will also be open. 

PCC Middlezoy Church 
 

WILD MIDDLEZOY 
Work on the triangle of ground next to the pathway up to the church has commenced. 

Once the area was cleared the outline of the well and the adjacent standing area was 

exposed. Plans are in place to make a feature of the well. It is reported to be 60 feet deep 

and capped in the 1950s.  It was the water supply for a house that once stood on the site of 

the adjacent garden and also for the church. Planting of wild flowers has commenced in the 

area adjacent to the well.    

Wild Middlezoy Group 
 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 
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MIDDLEZOY PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
After 10 months of 

fundraising and planning 

Middlezoy was ready to 

celebrate!  The village 

was awash with bunting of 

red, white and blue, a 

marvelous backdrop for 

the events taking place 

over the whole four day 

holiday.  On Thursday 

evening, Holy Cross 

Church hosted Taunton 

Deane Big Band to the 

delight of over a hundred 

people, and once again, 

there was dancing in the 

aisles!  Villagers – mums, 

dads, children, grannies, grandads and dogs gathered outside the church for the trek to 

Windmill Hill to watch the beacon being lit – after a tense few moments, flames 

appeared from the top of the bonfire at precisely 9.45pm and a huge cheer went up 

from the assembled crowd. We could see 7 local beacons and ours was spotted from 

Barry, South Wales by a ‘son of the village’ now living there. 
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Friday saw a cricket match between 

Middlezoy and Long Sutton, food and 

drinks were available and games for 

children, followed by an evening of 

tribute bands, ‘Elton John’, ‘Neil 

Diamond’ and a fantastic ‘Rod Stewart’ 

act – what a night!  On Saturday, the 

children in Fancy Dress met at the 

school and marched to the playing field 

accompanied by trumpets and a bass 

drum.  An inflatable assault course was 

set up for the children together with 

games and crafts and they enjoyed the 

benefit of a free soft drinks bar just for 

them.  The Women’s Social Club 

provided a mouthwatering array of cakes 

which were sold with cups of tea, and 

aptly named ‘Seven Teas’, and John Coles 

provided background music on his 

keyboard and to keep everybody 

occupied Quiz questions were placed on 

the tables. In the evening, the ’Party at 

the Palace’ was shown live on a big 

screen at the village hall. 

Sunday, however, was the culmination of 

all the planning, the village turned out in 

masses for The Big Lunch in the marquee, a nine gallon barrel of beer had been donated 

and the Jubilee Group provided wine for the tables, Jentle Jazz joined the party and was 

exactly that – mellow and melodic.  The Big Raffle was drawn to much delight, and prizes 

awarded for the Quiz and Garden Art which had been displayed around the village for 

three days. 

The children of the village were all given a 

Platinum Jubilee medal which they were 

delighted with. These are not the end of our 

celebrations as Richard Horsham is 

currently creating a beautiful stone seat as a 

permanent memorial, which will be sited in 

a quiet corner of the playing field amidst the 

newly planted trees. 

Villagers came out in force to 

commemorate the 70 glorious years of 

HRH the Queen’s reign. A weekend to 

remember for years to come. 

Thank you Middlezoy for joining in 

supporting and making it work. 

Pam Jamieson On behalf of the PJ Group  
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MIDDLEZOY COMMUNITY 
PROJECT (MCP) 
Well, what a wonderful Platinum Jubilee 

Weekend we all had in Middlezoy. Many 

people had put in a lot of hard work 

over the preceding months and weeks 

in order to have a Jubilee to remember 

and everyone pulled together to make it 

a very special time. 

MCP were responsible for the Friday 

night Gig.  We had not only ‘Elton John’ 

and ‘Rod Stewart’ but also a surprise set 

from ‘Neil Diamond ‘ as a bonus.  They 

all played to a packed and enthusiastic 

audience in the hall and outside and 

their musical talents were exceptional. 

The bar in the marquee opened in the 

afternoon so that the supporters and 

spectators for a T20 cricket match that 

the Cricket Club had organised could 

enjoy some refreshment, and the bar 

went on until 11.00pm thanks to a 

group of willing volunteers who worked 

their socks off to serve the thirsty 

revellers. 

Having been let down at the last minute 

by the outside caterers, whom we had 

booked to provide an array of foods 

over the Friday and Saturday,  Karen 

from the MCP committee manfully 

stepped in and provided a great 

selection of hot dogs, burgers and 

sandwiches to keep everyone's energy 

levels up at a respectable level.  Well 

done, our massive thanks go to her. 

Our Friday night bars continue to go 

from strength to strength, aided by the 

junior cricket matches/training and the 

summer warmth and sunny evenings.  

We have a rota of regular volunteers 

and occasional helpers and we are 

extremely grateful to all of them. 

The Annual AGM is to be held on 

Monday 4 July at 7.00pm in the village 

hall and we are always happy to 



12 

welcome any members of the public to come and participate or add their voices to the 

proceedings.  You are also very welcome to join our happy band!! 

Thank you all for your support   Sally Evans    MCP 
 

MIDDLEZOY SALADS 
12 July at 12 noon in the Chapel 

Will try again to meet you all for a Salads and Sweets!!   Sorry about last time. 

Would be grateful for offers of food or help on the day. 

Hope to see you for a catch up. 

Looking ahead - Anniversary Tea on 28 August at 5.30 followed by Service with Rev 

Deborah.    

MIDDLEZOY WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB  
Annual Outing - 9 August - Ottery St Mary Garden Centre and Sidmouth 

Please note this is the second Tuesday in August not the first Tuesday as usual. We are 

doing this to avoid the popular ‘Country Dancing Festival’ which happens at Sidmouth 

during the first week. 

Also please note we have raised the age for a free seat to 65 and ‘Villager Only’ in the 

first instance. Nearer the time if we still have seats available, we will open to other 

villages!!    
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LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH 
Services 

10 July 10.00am United Service at Holy Cross Church      

24 July   6.30pm Farewell Service for Rev Chris Brown - Monmouth St, Bridgwater    

    Preceded by tea 

Pauline Stewart 

READING GROUP 
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

This was the novel for discussion at our June meeting. On a sunny evening we met in 

Sandra Peters’ beautiful garden just over the road from our usual venue at the Church 

Rooms. I was sitting looking across at the church tower bathed in the warm glow of the 

setting sun, so quintessentially peaceful and bucolic, the last line of Rupert Brooke’s poem 

Grantchester kept returning: 

…Stands the Church clock at ten to three, 

And is there honey still for tea? 

This was powerful for me, simply in its contrast to the narrative of Americanah. A novel 

exploring cruelly polarized societies experienced by the two Nigerian protagonists Ifemelu 

and her teenage boyfriend Obinze as they continue their education and careers in America 

and Britain respectively.  

The project for the work was ‘…to write an unapologetically old-fashioned love story. But it is 

also about race and how we reinvent ourselves. It is about how, when we leave home, we become 

another version of ourselves.’ 

The examination of overt and unconscious racism is eloquently described and exposed.  

This is a hefty novel of some 600 pages and some in the group were challenged by the 

length and type size. However, those that transcended these elements found the book a 

shocking reminder that racism remains a persistent contemporary issue. Several of the 

group had experienced working in BAME communities and reflected on one of the themes 

of the book ‘hair’ and the desire of many young African women to have their hair 

straightened. To quote the author …”I am a bit of a fundamentalist when it comes to black 

women's hair. Hair is hair – yet also about larger questions: self-acceptance, insecurity and what 

the world tells you is beautiful. For many black women, the idea of wearing their hair naturally is 

unbearable”. We concluded as darkness fell with much to reflect on and looking forward to 

our July book - Akin by Emma Donahue. 

Martin Wall 
 

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL 
Dates for the diary 

Annual General Meeting 18 October 

Craft Fair 26 November 

Bridget Gander, Secretary, Othery Village Hall Committee 

otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk 

www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS 
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 MOORLINCH PLANT SALE MAY 2022 
This year was the first proper Moorlinch Plant Sale for 2 years and, in spite of the rain 

falling like stair rods, over £900 was raised to go towards the upkeep of the Church Hall.  

The teas and cakes 

did especially well 

and this 

encouraged more 

chatting and 

catching up than 

normal.  

Thank you to 

everybody 

involved.  

A job really well 

done. 

Mary Mason, Chair of the Hall committee 
 

JUBILEE WEEKEND WALK ROUND MOORLINCH 
While on my walk round Moorlinch, over the Jubilee weekend, I saw so many gardens 

that the effort put in to the decoration was fabulous but as I can’t share all in the 

magazine here are two pictures I could not resist sharing with you. They are wacky and 

delightful and show so much imagination. Thank you, Audrey and Steve and Wendy.   

Mary Mason 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS IN MOORLINCH 
Thank you to everyone who put in so much hard work 

to organise and set up the wonderful events we enjoyed 

over the Platinum Jubilee Weekend. 

We started with the BBQ and Beacon on Thursday, 

followed by the Children’s Crown and Cake Making on 

Saturday and all topped off with a Service of 

Celebration and of course, the brilliant ‘Street Party’ in 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS  
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  GREINTON

the Barn. 

Too many people to thank individually but you know who you are and a big thank you 

from all of us who enjoyed the results of your hard work! 

MOORLINCH VILLAGE FETE IS BACK! 
Saturday 9 July 2pm – 4pm Church Hall Grounds 
We’ve missed having our Traditional Village Fete for the last couple of years, so come 

along and enjoy an afternoon of fun for all the family.  

There will be games and Retro Races, stalls including Plants and Produce, Bottle Tombola, 

the famous Mystery White Elephant and competitions for dogs and humans of all ages, as 

well as delicious Cream Teas and Cakes, Pimm’s, a Bar and Barbecue and, of course a 

Raffle! 

The recipe for this year’s cake competition appears on Page 19 so even if you can’t enter 

the competition on the day you will have the recipe to make it for your own special event 

this summer. 

All proceeds go to our Church Hall Upkeep. 

For more information, if you can help out on the day or wish to donate anything for the 

Raffle or any of the stalls, please contact  

Jenny Hayward-Karlsson jennyhaywardk@hotmail.com   07807 505 693 

Information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 

COFFEE MORNING SATURDAY 30 JULY 
10 to 12 noon at Steve and Sue Bramble’s Walnut Tree Barn. All welcome. 

Richard Graham 
 

PLATINUM JUBILEE EVENTS 
On behalf of the people of Stawell, I would like to thank all those who worked so hard to 

organise the Platinum Jubilee events. From the lighting of the beacon, to the hog roast and 

the tea party, it was obvious that a great deal of planning and hard work was involved to 

make the weekend so special and memorable. 

After the months of covid restrictions, it was a wonderful occasion for people to get 

together and catch up on village news. 

Well done, everyone. 

Ruth Peberdy 
 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 



16 

  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  

WOMENS INSTITUTES NEAR US 
Ashcott and Pedwell 7.30pm Third Thursday Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ. 

Burrowbridge 7.30pm Third Monday  Coronation Hall West Yeo Road, 

TA7 0RH. 

Shapwick Starlets 7.30pm Second Tuesday   Village Hall, Station Road, TA7 9NJ. 

Westonzoyland 7.15pm Second Wednesday  Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 0EZ 

Local times can vary so it is best to contact to Somerset Federation before attending for the 

first time 01278 287034. 

Westonzoyland Gill Wilkinson Secretary email: zoywisec@gmail.com 01823 698429 
 

Burrowbridge WI 

Ladies, you are cordially invited to our ‘Fun Ways with Scarves’ evening on Monday 18 July 

at 7.30pm at Burrowbridge Coronation Hall, when Jan McNeill will show you how to tie 

your scarves in many imaginative ways, with instruction sheet supplied.   

Just bring along a scarf or two, a safety pin and an elastic band to join in.  

There will also be refreshments and a raffle, and the opportunity for a scarf swap at the end, 

so please bring along any unwanted scarves.    

Tickets are £3 payable on the door, but advance booking preferred, email as below or phone 

Jo Taylor on 01823 698123. 
Sue Heyes Secretary email: burrowbridgewi@outlook.com 01278 691326 

VILLAGE AGENTS 
 

To contact a Village Agent ring   

01823 331222 and they will quickly find the most 

suitable person to deal with your query.  Referrals can 

also be made via local doctors’ surgeries. 
 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Jane Wood  

Email:  janew@somersetrcc.org.uk Phone: 07985 

680266 
 

MOORLINCH 

To be allocated.  
 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

Daniel Bell  

Email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Phone:  07946461548 
 

GREINTON 

To be allocated 
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JUST FOR TODAY  

• Just for today I will try to live through this day only, and not tackle all my 

problems at once. I can do something for twelve hours that would appal me if I 

felt that I had to keep it up for a lifetime.  

• Just for today I will be happy. Most folks are as happy as they make up their 

minds to be. 

• Just for today I will adjust myself to what is, and not try to adjust everything to 

my own desires. I will take my ‘luck’ as it comes, and fit myself to it. 

• Just for today I will try to strengthen my mind. I will study. I will learn 

something useful. I will not be a mental loafer. I will read something that 

requires effort, thought and concentration. 

• Just for today I will exercise my soul in three ways: I will do somebody a good 

turn and not get found out; if anybody knows of it, it will not count. I will do at 

least two things I don't want to do just for exercise. I will not show anyone that 

my feelings are hurt; they may be hurt, but today I will not show it. 

• Just for today I will be agreeable. I will look as well as I can, dress becomingly, 

keep my voice low, be courteous, criticise not one bit, not find fault with 

anything and not try to improve or regulate anybody but myself.  

• Just for today I will have a programme. I may not follow it exactly, but I will 

have it. I will save myself from two pests: hurry and indecision. 

• Just for today I will have a quiet half hour all by myself and relax. During this 

half hour, sometime, I will try to get a better perspective of my life. 

• Just for today I will be unafraid. Especially I will not be afraid to enjoy what is 

beautiful and to believe that as I give to the world, so the world will give to me. 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER FOR TODAY  
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy Peace.  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, 

pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.  

O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be 

consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be 

loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning 

that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal 

life. 

St Francis of Assisi 
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THE POUND OF BUTTER 

 

There was a farmer who sold a pound of butter to a baker. One day the baker 

decided to weigh the butter to see if he was getting the right amount, which he 

wasn’t. Angry about this, he took the farmer to court. 

The judge asked the farmer if he was using any measure to weigh the butter.  

The farmer replied, “Your Honour, I am a very simple fellow. I don’t have a proper 

measure, but I do have a scale.” 

The judge asked, “Then how do you weigh the butter?” 

The farmer replied;  “Your Honour, long before the baker 

started buying butter from me, I have been buying a 

pound loaf of bread from him. Every day when the baker 

brings the bread, I put it on the scale and give him the 

same weight in butter. ” 
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Moorlinch Fete 2022  

Cake Competition Recipe 
 

 

CLOTTED CREAM CAKE WITH STRAWBERRIES 
 

Elderflower, vanilla, strawberries and lemon in a delicious, squidgy, creamy 

almond cake.     Perfect for afternoon tea or as a pudding served with more 

cream and strawberries 

Ingredients 

200gm butter 

200gm caster sugar, plus extra to macerate the strawberries 

1tsp vanilla essence 

4 eggs 

150ml clotted cream 

1 lemon, zested and juiced 

150gm plain or spelt flour 

100gm ground almonds 

0.5tsp salt 

1.5tsp baking powder 

200gm strawberries 

For the drizzle 

100ml elderflower cordial 

2tsp caster sugar 
 

Method 

1. Heat the oven to 1700C (1500C fan) 

2. Grease and line a 20cm (deep or springform) cake tin 

3. Beat together the butter, sugar and vanilla until light and creamy 

4. Add the eggs one at a time, incorporating one before adding the next 

5. Whisk in the cream and lemon zest 

6. Fold in the flour, ground almonds, salt and baking powder 

7. Pour into the prepared tin, level the top and bake for one hour until a skewer comes 

out clean when inserted into the centre. 

8. Hull and halve the strawberries (if they are large), mix with half the lemon juice and a 

sprinkle of caster sugar. Leave to macerate while the cake bakes. 

9. Heat the cordial and sugar in a small pan, until the sugar has melted, take off the heat 

and stir in the remaining lemon juice 

10. Once the cake is out of the oven, pierce all over the top with a skewer, drizzle with 

the syrup. Leave to cool for 10 mins, then turn out onto a rack and leave to cool 

11. Decorate with the strawberries. 
 

£1.00 per entry. All cakes should be made following the method described above. 

Please put your name and telephone number on the underneath of the plate. 

Cakes will be cut for tasting and if you wish to donate them, will be offered for sale after 

judging. 
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required give the following infor-

mation about the nearest machine. 

       Call sign 

Greinton Phone box  TA7 9BW  CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG   SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm  TA7 9BU 

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post code 

alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The recycling and rubbish collections for the MOMSS & G area are: 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Thursdays 7,14,21,28 July and 4 August 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: 

Thursday 21 July and 11 August 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week: 

Middlezoy: Mondays 4, 18 July and 1 August 

Othery: Thursdays 14, 28 July and 11 August 

MOORLINCH, STAWELL, SUTTON MALLET & GREINTON 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Wednesdays 6,13, 20, 27 July and 3 August 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: 

Wednesday 6, 27 July and 17 August 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week: 

Thursday 7, 21 July and 4 August 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES 
Summer opening hours are 9am-6pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be found 

at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks.  Next visits: 4, 29 July  

Stawell Village Hall: 9.50am-10.30am Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction:10.45am -11.05am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop:12.20pm-1pm 

For further information about reading books online contact  

Libraries Direct on 0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 

  USEFUL INFORMATION 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: To be arranged  

Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 

Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

See information on page 15 in greyscale version for contact details 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 Shop 01823 587222 

Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm 

Shop open additionally Wed 8.45am-11am, Sat 8.45am-12pm 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358 
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 698366;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com
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SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES JULY 2022 

DATE TIME EVENT VENUE 

July 3 Sun 
(Third after Trinity) 

10.00 am United Benefice Communion 

service 
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

10 Sun 
(Fourth after Trinity) 

Sea Sunday 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 

Joint Worship For All service 
Prayer and Praise 
Holy Communion (CW) 
Holy Communion service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Michael’s, Othery 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 
St Francis, Stawell 

17 Sun 
(Fifth after Trinity)) 

09.30 am United Benefice Breakfast Cafe Church Hall, Moorlinch 

24 Sun 
(Sixth after Trinity) 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
6.30 pm 

Holy Communion (CW) 
Holy Communion (CW) 
All Age Worship 
All Age Worship 
Circuit Communion service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Michael’s, Othery 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 
St Francis, Stawell 
Methodists Chapel, Middlezoy 

31 Sun 
(Seventh after Trinity) 

10.00 am United Benefice Communion 

service 
St Francis, Stawell 
  

The Common Worship readings and lessons for the services 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

July 
3 Sun 

Third Sunday after 

Trinity 
OT:       2 Kings, chapter 5, verses 1 to 14 
Psalm:    30 
Epistle:   Galatians, chapter 6, verses 1 to 16 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 10, verses 1 to 11 and 16 to 20 

10 Sun Fourth Sunday after 

Trinity 
OT:       Amos, chapter 7, verses 7 to the end 
Psalm:    82 
Epistle:   Colossians, chapter 1, verses 1 to 14 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 10, verses 25 to 37 

17 Sun Fifth Sunday after 

Trinity 
OT:       Amos, chapter 8, verses 1 to 12 
Psalm:    52 
Epistle:   Colossians, chapter 1, verses 15 to 28 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 10, verses 38 to the end 

24 Sun Sixth Sunday after 

Trinity 
OT:       Hosea, chapter 1, verses 2 to 10 
Psalm:    85 
Epistle:   Colossians, chapter 2, verses 6 to 15 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 11, verses 1 to 13 

31 Sun Seventh Sunday 

after Trinity 
OT:       Hosea, chapter 11, verses 1 to 11 
Psalm:    107, verses 1 to 9 
Epistle:   Colossians, chapter 3, verses 1 to 11 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 12, verses 13 to 21 

The MOMSS magazine is supported by  

the National Lottery 

 

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 


