
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STAWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 4th JULY 
2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7 PM. 
 
Present: - Cllrs. Penny Badcock, Hugh Gange-Harris, Ian Graham, Phillip Jay, Brian Lishman 
(Chairman) and Linda Osborne. 
 
Also present: - None. 
 
In attendance: - The Clerk (Chris Fry) and eight members of the public. 
 
1562. Apologies: - Cllr Simon Thomas. 
 
1563. Declarations of Interest: - Cllr. Ian Graham in respect of planning application reference no 
44/22/00004 and item 1569 (a) – Blocked drainage ditch at Tower Lane. 
 
1564. Minutes of the last meeting of 6th June 2022 were taken as read, approved and signed. 
 
1565.  Matters arising from the minutes: - 
 
a. Defibrillator battery. 

 
Although unable to attend tonight’s meeting, Simon Thomas (Chairman of the village hall 
committee as well as a Parish Councillor), sent the Clerk an email containing details of a 
rechargeable lithium battery suitable for the defibrillator costing £299.99 inclusive of vat. 
Simon also confirmed that the VHC is agreeable to covering half the cost. The Parish Council 
has already agreed to do the same and when the purchase is made, the Clerk will remit a 
cheque to Simon appropriately. 
 

b. First Aid Training. 
 
The first aid training/refresher course will take place in September 2022. The parish is 
particularly fortunate in having a willing qualified volunteer who is kindly making the 
arrangements, at no cost. 
 

c. Finger Post repainting. 
 
As reported at the last meeting, the Chairman has seen the remarkably good job that the 
Footpath Officer is making of the refurbishment of the village finger posts, and it was 
unanimously agreed to cover the cost of paint at £50.00. 

 
1566. County/District Councillors’ reports: - None. 
 
1567. Financial Matters 
 
Five cheques to sign: - 
 
No 523 £346.54 payee CN Fry (July/August net salary). 
No 524 £130.00       “    HMRC (paye Apr/May/Jun). 
No 525 £100.00       “    SDC (uncontested election fee). 
No 526 £74.33         “    CN Fry (expenses). 
No 527 £50.00         “    G Blinko (see item 1565 (c) above). 
 
At 7.12 pm the Chairman suspended the meeting to allow public participation. 
 
 
 
a. Articulated lorry in Ford Lane. 

 



A parishioner reported that a large articulated lorry had taken the wrong turn at the church 
and turned right into Ford Lane. Unable to get through the lorry managed to reverse out. The 
signage was obscured by an overgrown elder tree which has now been cut back. 
 

1568. Planning. 
 
a.         Reference: - 46/21/00008. 

Location: - Ballwood View Farm, Moor Road, Sutton Mallet Bridgwater TA7 9AW. 
Proposal: - Erection of an agricultural building for the storage of hay and machinery 
and the formation of a landscape bund. 
Applicant: - Moate and Partners. 
Appeal start date: - 14/06/2022. 
 
The Chairman said that the appeal could prove to be a lengthy process. All comments 
previously lodged would be taken into account by the Planning Inspector.  
 
The Chairman proposed the following additional remarks should be lodged by the Parish 
Council: - 
 
“The Parish Council of Stawell endorses its remarks previously made and would like to add 
the applicants currently have no livestock at the site, and most of the holding of land (some 30 
acres or so), has been leased to grass keep for the current year, thereby negating and 
emphasising the already mentioned principle of need”. 
 
These remarks were agreed unanimously by the councillors. 
 

b.         Reference: -46/22/00003. 
Location: - Land adjacent to Rose View, Moor Road, Sutton Mallet Bridgwater TA7. 
Proposal: - Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of 1no self-
build dwelling and garage with access drive. 
Applicant: - Mr D Moss. 
 
The Chairman opened the discussion by stating that this application was for outline approval 
only at this stage, and it would be considered on merit and the planners would be fully aware 
the site represents agricultural land. A parishioner commented that drainage and localised 
flooding is a fairly frequent problem in the area at times of heavy rainfall. It is also thought that 
the site is or was a site of special interest. It is understood that the proposed dwelling would 
be attached to the foul drainage via the pumping station at Goosegreen Farm. Ian Graham 
said this represented a “trickle of new blood” that is vital to sustain settlements such as Sutton 
Mallet, and as such it should be encouraged. Ian added that there was plenty of off road 
parking included in the plan. The applicant (present at the meeting) said the proposal could 
lead to a permanent improvement to the age-old drainage problems in the area. He added 
that it he wished to down size but not leave the area. 
 
The Chairman proposed the following comments should be lodged: - 
 
“The Parish Council of Stawell supports this application in principle, but there are valid 
concerns raised by parishioners about the drainage of surface water from the site, and the 
detrimental effect this would have on the age-old problem of localised flooding in the area, 
particularly the possibility of excess water backing up into the area of Rose View and The 
Cottage”. 
 
These comments were unanimously agreed by the councillors. 
 

c.         Reference: - 46/22/00004. 
Location: - Land at Sedgemoor Hill Drove, Sutton Mallet Bridgwater TA7. 
Proposal: - Erection of an agricultural building and yard. 
Applicants: -Mr A Higgs and Ms P Hill. 
 



The Chairman opened the discussion by stating that there is an element of confusion 
because this application is close to the last one. The proposed building measures 100 by 60 
feet, so it is somewhat smaller than previously proposed, and it would serve the needs of a 70 
acreage in total, currently used as both grazing and arable land. The Chairman said the size 
of the building is somewhat larger than might be expected. Concerns are being raised that the 
eventual use might be for other than agricultural. He added that under different circumstances 
this development might well be allowed under “permitted development”. 
 
The Chairman proposed that the following comments be lodged: - 
 
“The Parish Council of Stawell supports this proposal in principle. It is noted that the 
application has been written as for grazing land plus livestock use, but there is at least part 
arable use at present. If livestock were to be fed fodder, then the large building would not be 
one suitable for livestock housing and additional livestock buildings would be needed if the 
ultimate aims were to be achieved. 
 
The size of the building applied for would appear to be in excess of that required.  
 
Any approval should stipulate that the site is strictly for agricultural use only”. 
 
These comments were unanimously agreed by the other councillors. 

 
1569. Correspondence: - 
 
a. Drainage ditch blockage at Tower Hill Stawell. 

 
Since the last meeting a parishioner reported a blockage to the Clerk, at the bottom of Tower 
Hill Stawell, and he visited the relevant householder who agreed to remove the soil that had 
been deposited there following the removal of a bank to create parking space at the front of 
his property opposite the blockage. 
 
Keeping the drainage ditches clear is the responsibility of the riparian landowner, who has 
indicated his agreement to clear the blockage fairly soon. 
 
This matter has been tainted to an extent by ill-feeling between neighbours, but it now 
appears to have been settled. 
 
The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 8.00 pm. 
 

b. Stawell youth club grant application. 
 
The Clerk outlined an email he has received from the recently instituted Stawell youth club, 
for assistance to partially cover the cost of a trip to the pantomime at Christmas 2022, 
Assistance to a level of £200 is sought. 
 
 The Chairman of the VHC has indicated that any approach to the VHC for similar help would 
be viewed sympathetically. 
 
It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Phillip Jay to offer a grant of £100 be 
made to the Stawell youth club. All in favour. 

 
1570. Matters of Report and Items for next Meeting: - None. 
 
1571. Any Other Business and Date of next meeting. 
 
a.    Planning Training. 

 
The Clerk reported that three councillors would be attending an SDC planning training 
session on Tuesday 12th July at the Hollinsworth Suite at The Canalside Conference Centre. 
 



b. SCC Cost of Living Support Fund. 
 
The Clerk reported details of a fund which aims to give short term urgent financial help to 
Somerset residents who are struggling to afford household essentials. Details have been 
posted both on the noticeboards and internet. 
 

c. Somerset Waste Partnership Briefing – July 2022. 
 
This has been received and shows that “Recycle More” recycles more. The recycle rate 
has jumped from 2020/21’s 52.2% to just over 56% in 2021/22. 

 
d. SDC’s Chairman’s Awards – Keeping Sedgemoor Tidy. 

 
Ten community groups, volunteers and Sedgemoor Clean Surrounding staff were 
honoured with awards by the Chairman of SDC, Cllr Alan Bradford, at a ceremony held 
on Friday 1st July 2022. 

 
Date of next meeting Monday 5th September 2022. 
 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.10 pm. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


