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MOMSS MAGAZINE 
This publication is hand delivered 

FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 
villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at: 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk  

and www.stawellvillage.info  and 

www.achurchnearyou.com/ Othery page 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Anita Winslade 
Compiler this month: Jane Stryker 
 

NEWS ARTICLES 
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or  

the publisher. 
 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 
Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December’  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 
Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 
Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53   

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
September edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 August 
Articles 15 August 

 

This magazine is edition  
number 7 of volume 19 

 

http://www.stawellvillage.info
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  FROM THE EDITOR 

As I write and prepare this edition on St Swithun’s Day (15 July) I am enjoying the 

lovely hot, dry, sunny weather, albeit not unbearable yet, but a heatwave to exceed all 

previous recorded events in British history is about to happen. The government has 

issued a severe health warning to everyone to take great care, drink plenty of water, 

stay out of the sun and not over-exert ourselves for several days and nights.  

I am presently enjoying my Covid delayed birthday treat – a delicious ‘Special Cream 

Tea’ and just relaxing and appreciating the views around me on the lovely Somerset 

Moors!  

But I do wonder how long will the dry period last? When will rain return? Will St 

Swithun’s legend be accurate – the same weather for 40 days (that’s six weeks!)? 

Perhaps not. 

On a more extraordinary note who will replace ‘the one’ who had to resign the Tory 

leadership? And then in September who will be the new Prime Minister? Don’t watch 

this space – it is nothing to do with this magazine and will not affect the production of 

it! 

In this month’s edition alphabetically there are plenty of items to enlighten, engage, 

enjoy, gladden, infuriate, ponder, prompt, sadden, soften, soothe, tease, tempt, wisen 

and wonder! 

Have fun finding them all. Enjoy life while you can. 

Sincerely, Anita. 

Anita Winslade (Editor) 

 
FROM THE REGISTERS 
Weddings: 

On Friday 3 June Oliver Boothby, late of Othery, married 

Sophia Sarmiento at Kingdom, Tunbridge Wells.  

On Saturday 2 July Nicholas May and Katie Fewings were 

married by Rev Andrea Harwood in St Michael’s Church, 

Othery. 

On Saturday 16 July James Richard Drew and Olivia Rose 

Faller of Waterlooville, Hampshire were married by Rev 

Andrea Harwood at St Mary’s Church, Moorlinch 

Congratulations and best wishes to all the couples. We wish 

them every happiness. 
 

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 
Open Daily 

The United Benefice churches in Middlezoy, Othery and Stawell are open daily for private 

prayer. 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  
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BENEFICE/MIDDLEZOY PRAYER GROUP 
Please do not think you have to be a member of the local churches as we are very willing to 

pray for anyone who asks. The prayer group feel it is needed so please do not hesitate to get 

in touch by emailing middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.   

The Prayer Group 
 

LETTER FROM BISHOP CHRISTOPHER  
I’m new around here. Following retirement from ordained ministry last year 

Somerset has become my adopted county and Bath and Wells my adopted 

diocese. Sally and I are delighted to be full time now in this lovely and 

stimulating area. We join many of you who have been part of this diocese 

and county for a lifetime or for decades, and also some who have recently 

arrived like us. 

We have chosen to be here. Others arrive here because of a range of circumstances and 

decisions. Perhaps sometimes the journey seems haphazard or inexplicable. Some people 

come here as refugees fleeing persecution, injustice, or war, especially from Syria, Afghanistan 

and Ukraine. They arrive with uncertainty, and often anxiety or trepidation in an unknown 

and entirely new place far from home.  

In our churches and Christian communities, we are committed to welcome everyone – those 

settled here and also those who are newer. We know we are sisters and brothers in God’s 

family, regardless of background, nationality or indeed any other thing which distinguishes us. 

God’s family is the family of humankind. It’s not that we pick and choose whom to call family; 

we share the same flesh and blood. 

St Paul tells us that each one of us has been 

adopted into that family which is divine and 

human. God sent Jesus “so that we might 

receive adoption as children” enabling us to be 

gifted with the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 4:4-7) 

We don’t belong out of personal choice, in 

contrast to my decision to choose here as my 

adopted diocese and community. We don’t 

pick and choose our ultimate citizenship. God 

chooses and calls us without us desiring or 

deserving such adoption. That’s why, following 

God’s adoption of us, we never select who to 

welcome into our church or parish. All belong 

and all are welcome without hesitation. 

We have been adopted into God’s family and 

we are thrilled to adopt everyone into our 

communities. Thank you for welcoming me! 

Christopher Foster (Honorary Assistant Bishop Bath 

and Wells) 
 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR 
UKRAINE 
Churches across Bath and Wells have been 

praying for Ukraine and for peace. Many are 
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open for those who wish to have a quiet moment of prayer or to light a candle, others 

have been holding prayer vigils. Locally church communities are working closely with 

aid agencies to raise money and support those in need in Ukraine and refugees from 

the conflict.  
 

NEW LAY CURATES BEGIN WORK 

Bath and Wells has 10 new Lay Curates who were licensed by Bishop Ruth in the 

chapel at the Bishop’s Palace.  

They will be ordained Deacons in September at Wells Cathedral, but now they are 

licensed they can begin work in the parishes where they will serve their curacy.  We 

pray for all those to be ordained this year and for those who have supported them in 

their life and ministry so far. 

 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
‘Dear Editor, 

My name is Alex Underwood, I'm a long time reader of the MOMSS magazine, I live in 

Moorlinch having moved here last year from Middlezoy.  

In my day job I work for the Forestry Commission as a Woodland Officer. Part of my 

job role is to encourage/assist with tree planting projects and having seen several 

projects being planted in the area last winter/spring I wanted to bring the Forestry 

Commission’s latest grant to people’s attention. It's the most generous offer we've ever 

had with all costs being paid for as well as additional payments being offered in 

recognition of the benefits woodland creation brings.  

Please find attached my submission for the MOMSS magazine. I hope that it can be 

published and this may lead to more woodland creation in our area. 

All the best, Alex’. 

Thank you Alex, your request has been accepted and your very engaging article now appears 

in this magazine. Best wishes, Editor 

See page 4 

  GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS  
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TREE SCHEMES 
There’s more to woodland than 

meets the eye 

Woodlands can provide people and 

communities with a wealth of social, 

economic and environmental benefits 

from flood alleviation and habitat for 

native wildlife to improving mental and 

physical health.  

Woodlands can also provide alternative 

sources of income for farmers and 

landowners. Timber, wood fuel and 

carbon credits, as well as recreation and 

tourism, can generate additional revenue.  

England’s Woodland Creation Offer is a grant that supports the establishment of new 

woodlands and is administered by the Forestry Commission. It’s available to Local 

Authorities as well as private landowners. 

We know that woodland creation has multiple benefits for farmers and landowners as well 

as the local community. Some of the benefits include: 

 Combatting climate change by creating new woodlands that store carbon  

 Contributing to nature recovery and biodiversity by creating new woodland habitat  

 Improving water quality  

 Reducing flood risk by slowing the flow and trapping sediment 

 Helps alleviate effects of climate change by cooling watercourses  

 Increasing and improving recreational access to woodland  

 Trapping ammonia, phosphates and other harmful chemicals to protect nature and 

wildlife sensitive sites 

 Diversifying farm income – wood fuel, carbon credits, timber, recreation and 

tourism 

Financial support 

One-off payments up to £8,500 per hectare as well as ongoing maintenance payments of 

£300 per annum for 10 years. In addition to this you can receive additional one-off 

payments for delivering benefits to public goods: 

 
To find out more information and check eligibility, speak to your local Forestry 

Commission Woodland Creation Officer: South West Area, Somerset West and Taunton 

(west of A358), email: roland.stonex@forestrycommission.gov.uk) or head to:  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-woodland-creation-offer for fullest details.   

  
One-off payments up 

to £8,000 for benefits 

to public goods 

Biodiversity Up to £2,800 ha 

Protected River corridors £1,600 ha 

Improved water quality £400 ha 

Recreational access £2,200 ha 

Flood management £500 ha 

Close to towns and villages £500 ha 
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‘LANGPORT CARES’ FOODBANK 
The foodbank in Langport was run by the 

vicar of Huish Episcopi Church in Langport 

with the help of her congregation within 

the benefice. Sadly, Rev Jess has retired but 

she has left the running of this much 

needed facility in the capable hand of Vicky 

Boulton. 

The foodbank takes in the villages around 

Langport; Middlezoy and Othery are part 

of their Foodbank community. Middlezoy 

and Othery have been supporting their 

work now for over a year and donations 

can be left in boxes in our church porches, 

Middlezoy Coffee morning or brought to 

my home in Middlezoy (Meadowbank,11a, 

Main Road).  We can also collect if it is 

easier for you. 

With the change the food is now taken up 

on the fourth Friday of each month to the 

Angel Cafe. They always appreciate fresh 

produce and I usually collect those items 

on the Thursday late afternoon or early 

evening to have them ready for dispatching 

up to Langport on Friday. Fresh vegetables, 

fruit, dairy produce and bakery items are 

very much appreciated. I let Vicky know 

which fresh items we have on the Thursday evening and she can arrange for families to 

come and collect or arrange distribution of them as quickly as possible. 

Another change in the situation is the type of food we give. Some families are finding it so 

difficult that the additional cost of cooking staples rice or potatoes in the normal way is 

too expensive. This is why they are asking that some microwaveable rice, dehydrated 

potatoes, pasta, noodles or tinned potatoes are donated. With the expected rise in 

electricity and gas prices this situation is going to get sadly worse. 

I often put a note out saying which items are running short but please do not feel those 

are the only things wanted. ANY DONATIONS are always gratefully received. 

Rev Jess was always asking if there were families in Middlezoy and Othery who needed 

help. Please do not hesitate to ask. Please email to langportcares1foodbank@gmail.com 

If you wish to donate, please leave your donations in the collection points or phone me 

on 01823 698790  or email me at shrubrose@yahoo.co.uk 

It is good to know that we have helped so many families in the past and let us hope we 

can continue to do so. Many times, when I took up our donations, Rev Jess would say we 

were answering her prayer as a new family had just phoned who were in a desperate 

situation. Think that tells us we are doing the right thing. 

Jean Campbell 
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SEDGE MOORS TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
The 13 villages of Somerset’s wetlands (Ashcott, Burrowbridge, Burtle, Catcott, Chilton 

Polden, Edington, Greinton, Moorlinch, Othery, Shapwick, Stoke St Gregory, Stawell & 

Sutton Mallet and School links with Woolavington) are twinned with the village of St Jean-

de-Daye and its 12 neighbours in the Region de Daye in Normandy. 

The genesis of this organisation was a fact-finding visit by County and Parish Councillors, 

farmers and members of the local drainage boards to a part of Normandy which faced the 

same water management problems as Sedgemoor. 

From this evolved a social relationship between the members of the board and their 

French counterparts and in that context it was decided to establish a formal twinning 

relationship which was recorded in a Twinning Declaration signed by village 

representatives in 1999. 

The founding members and successors of the SMTA have grown older together, numbers 

have dwindled, the current committee is in caretaker mode and has resolved to disband 

the Association. 

This is not an abandonment of the good intentions in the original Twinning Declaration 

but a means whereby the Association can discontinue its activities and leave the field free 

to others to establish their own network of contacts and create, if they wish, SMTA(2) 

If you are out there and have a group of friends or are involved in an association - it could 

be musical, sporting, cultural, a school or college which wanted to expand its horizons or 

just fancied exploring what can be done 

to maintain links with the people of a 

group of villages in France - this may be 

for you. 

A final visit organised by the current 

Association will take place at the end of 

September, prior to that an SMTA BBQ 

will take place on Saturday 13 August. All 

and any who have an interest in creating 

a new point of contact in this area with 

the French Twinners are welcome to 

attend. 

For more info about this please contact 

Stephen Richards Bond on 07846 444003. 

Stephen Richards Bond 

Sedge Moors Twinning 
Association - The Finale 
SMTA are hosting French visitors for the 

last time at Othery Village Hall on 1st 

October. 

This will be a celebration of the strong 

ties that have been made with the French 

group over a thirty year period. 

Many people have been involved with the 

twinning in a variety of roles and if you 

have made a visit or hosted our French 
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friends you are warmly invited to the final soiree. If you can’t make that there will be an 

event in the morning again at the Othery Village Hall on 1 October to which you will be 

welcome. 

Please help us to contact as many old twinners as possible so that we can give the details 

and make arrangements and give the Association a send off in style.  

If you are an old twinner or know of one who may have lost touch contact Roger Harding 

on 07850908553 or Stephen Richards Bond on 07846444003 we are keen to hear from 

you. 

 

Gregory Steward 

 

I am a 22 year old 

classically trained tenor, 

having just graduated 

from The Royal Welsh 

College of Music and 

Drama, having 

previously attended 

Wells Cathedral School 

as both a vocal and 

trumpet specialist. 

To begin my career as a 

professional tenor I am 

currently giving a 

number of concerts in 

Somerset, performing a 

varied repertoire 

including some popular 

musical theatre 

favourites along with 

some Neolpolitan 

melodies and some 

classical pieces also. 

As well as giving 

concerts and recitals I 

am willing to travel up 

to a 30 mile radius from 

my home in Shapwick to 

sing at weddings, formal 

dinners and other social 

events. 
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SKY AT NIGHT 
August 2022 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of August 5.37am-8.57pm; End of August 6.24am-7.59pm 

Moon Phases 

First Quarter 5th / Full Moon 12th / Last Quarter 19th /New Moon 27th   

Planets 

Saturn is opposite the Sun and closest to the Earth on the 14th and visible all night long, 

Jupiter rises in the east at 10.30pm followed by Mars at 11pm; Venus appears at 4am but 

disappears in the morning’s twilight glow towards the 

month’s end. 

Constellation 

Looking high in the north east sky around midnight 

you will see the five stars forming the W shape that is 

the Constellation of Cassiopeia the Queen, the 

Mother of Andromeda, interestingly you can use the 

second star from the right of this asterism as a 

pointer to the Andromeda Galaxy itself. Observing 

from a dark site you will see the constellation lies in a 

band of many stars this is an edgewise view into our 

Milky Way Galaxy. 

Phenomena 

The night of 12th/13th is the maximum of one of our 

best annual meteor showers, the Perseids; however 

light from the full Moon will drown out the fainter shooting stars, the radiant is between 

Cassiopeia and Perseus. 

Paul Adamson, 01823 698156 
 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 
Having held very successful free meetings since the first lockdown, both on Zoom and 

more recently in person, it’s 

time to ask for a small 

admission fee to cover our 

costs. Having received many 

positive comments and 

thanks for being there at all 

times, and even inspiring a 

renewed interest in 

Astronomy to some, why 

not come along and see if 

we can inspire you also. At 

our meeting on Wednesday 

31 August at 7.30pm in 

Othery Village Hall the main 

talk is on Stars and 

Satellites, we also have a 
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guide to observing the night sky during the month ahead and Astronomy and 

Spaceflight news. 

£3 visitors (includes hot drinks) membership available, the meeting is also on Zoom for 

a small donation, for details and Zoom link contact 

somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com or visit www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk or 

follow us on Facebook.  Paul Adamson 01823 698156 
 

FARM DIARY 
This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. The combine harvesters should have started everywhere in Somerset by 

now as certainly the winter sown barley and some oil seed rape were being harvested 

in the middle of July. The stems of the cereal crops are left in swaths by the combine 

and baled and hauled for animal bedding. The stems of non-cereal crops like beans or 

oil seed rape are often chopped and spread by the combine as the seeds are gathered. 

This returns organic matter to the soil when it is incorporated. The south-west of 

England has a large number of grazing livestock as the soil is often poor and is only 

suitable for grass. As a result a large amount of bedding is required and you may pass 

lorry loads of straw on the motorway coming into the area.  

Sri Lanka. Reported by Matt Ridley in The Daily Telegraph of 15 July, the Sri Lankan 

president in April 2021 announced that its farmers were to go organic. He banned 

most pesticides and all synthetic (i.e. man-made) fertiliser. As a result, tea exports 

halved within months cutting foreign 

exchange earnings. Rice yields plummeted 

leading to an unprecedented requirement 

to import rice. Unable to service its debt 

the currency collapsed; a truly man-made 

disaster. There must be a lesson here. This 

writer has mentioned before that man-

made fertiliser, in particular ammonium 

nitrate, is a way of ‘buying’ expensive acres 

of land. One can produce a lot more of any 

crop if this fertiliser is used. With the 

world’s population growing more food is 

always required and using fertiliser enables 

this without cultivating new and often 

unsuitable areas of land. There are three 

macro elements that crops require: 

nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium. 

Ammonium nitrate has nitrogen in both 

parts of the molecule. 

Butterflies. The annual big butterfly count 

to help scientists understand how 

environmental changes are affecting insects 

lasts until 7 August. Take part by visiting 

bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org 

Richard Graham  
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WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION 
The Western Front Association Somerset branch does not meet in August so our next 

meeting will be at 7pm in Othery Village Hall on Wednesday 14 September - please note 

the earlier time. Please consider joining our Facebook page where you can see many 

podcasts from Peter Hart and Gary Bain as well as other news. The national WFA site also 

has lots of information about the Great War. 

Pat Adamson, Secretary, Somerset branch WFA, 01823 698156 
 

LANGPORT SURGERY OPEN DAY 
This special event took place in the Surgery grounds and was very well attended and raised 

in the region of £2,000 for the Ukrainian medical aid fund. 

Thanks to everyone that attended, supported, donated and helped run this very popular 

event.   Friends of Langport Surgery Committee 
 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY SCHOOLS 
What an amazing end to my second year at Middlezoy and Othery Schools! It has been 

wonderful to welcome parents and carers back into school, for a range of celebrations and 

events, and the children have enjoyed the opportunities to go out and about again. 

As the end of term (and indeed this academic year) rapidly heads towards us we have been 

as busy as ever. Children from year 2, 3 and 4 represented the schools at the Somerset 

Singing Festival, which was held at the MacMillan Theatre in Bridgwater on Monday 4 July. 

They spent the afternoon at the venue taking part in rehearsals and a workshop with the 

Somerset Youth Choir. In the evening, they performed their songs in front of a sold-out 

theatre of friends and family. To say I am proud of the children is an understatement, they 

were impeccably behaved, sang beautifully and were complemented on their manners by 

other teachers. It was an absolute pleasure to take them. The festival was followed with 

Dragon and Phoenix’s classes (year 4, 5 and 6) production of Cinderella and Rockerfella. 

The children were amazing and performed with pure gusto! We even had some of the 

year 4 children stepping into stage roles at the last minute. It never fails to amaze me just 

how brave our young people are, especially those who sang solos and duets in front of a 

packed village hall. Truly phenomenal. 

Our year 6 have 

received their end of 

key stage results and we 

are very proud of each 

child. They are now 

more than ready to 

move on and will be a 

great asset to their new 

school. We have no 

doubt that they will all 

continue to do very 

well, we wish them 

every future success. 

Swimming has continued 

for our younger 

children. All children in 
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reception have been attending Aller pool once a week and have made good progress with 

their confidence in the water. Years 1 and 2 have visited Huish Episcopi pool every week 

and have made excellent progress with their water safety and swimming technique. 

Helped greatly by the wonderful weather, our Sports Day occurred on the planned day - a 

rare occurrence in itself! The afternoon, whole school event, was held on the Middlezoy 

Hall Playing Field and the turn-out of parents and wider family members was amazing. The 

children worked in their four teams: Wells, Bristol, Bath and Exeter and competed in six 

different events. Each team had a team captain who ensured that all children participated 

and had the necessary support. The children’s teams included children from reception class 

through to our year 6. The winning house was Exeter, the yellow team. 

Following the team events, we held individual running races which really saw their 

competitive natures come out. Some races were very close indeed. Hatchlings then held 

their own mini-sports day with Mrs Grant and Mrs Hale overseeing proceedings. A 

fabulous afternoon. On behalf of the children and staff we wish you all a lovely summer and 

look forward to bringing you more updates in September. 

Mrs Lindsay Hayward, Headteacher, Middlezoy & Othery Primary Schools 

 
 

MIDDLEZOY SHOP UPDATE 
Opening hours: 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.45 – 12 noon 2pm – 5pm 

Wed. 8.45 – 11am 

Sat.    8.45 – (trialling) 12 noon 

Bread 

We are now able to take orders for fresh bread (Maisey’s in Highbridge) delivery at the 

shop on a Friday. Please order and pay for the bread by the preceding Tuesday so it is 

ready for your collection on the Friday. The availability and prices are as follows: 

White £2.00, Wholemeal £2.10, Granary £2.20, Sourdough £3.10, 6 Soft Rolls £1.75, 4 

Crusty Rolls £1.50 

Newspapers 

Don’t forget, if you have ordered a paper, please collect it by 12 noon, (unless you advise 

us beforehand) any left will be put back with others. 

Salad and Veg 

We are still looking into the supply of local salad and veg. If you are interested, please 

contact the shop? 

We also, of course, have plenty of other products and would always welcome your 

thoughts/ideas on any improvement! 

Many thanks for you continued support! 

Sally Roulson 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH 
14 August 10.00am United Service at Chapel with David Clitheroe 

28 August 5.30pm Anniversary Tea 

   6.30pm Service with Rev Deborah Kirk 

Be pleased to see all friends  

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 
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THANK YOU - Replacement Tree! 

We are very excited to say that at the appropriate time of the year we will have a 

cherry tree planted again. 

This is due to the kindness of Gordon Leonard and the Village Environment Group. 

Thank you so much. 

Pauline Stewart & Sandy Rogers 
 

MIDDLEZOY JULY SALADS 
Thanks to all who came and contributed.  Special thanks to Margaret, Jill,  Anne and 

Ron Jordon from Taunton and Jane from Bridgwater and Helena from Langport and 

Deborah as ever for supporting Pauline and Sandy as they are 'showing their age'!!  

There was a lovely atmosphere and we hope you all enjoyed it. 

Anniversary Tea on 28 August at 5.30 followed by Service with Rev Deborah. 

Pauline Stewart 
 

MIDDLEZOY WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB  
Annual Outing - 9 August - Ottery St Mary Garden Centre and Sidmouth 

Please note this is the second Tuesday in August not the first Tuesday as usual. We are 

doing this to avoid the popular ‘Country Dancing Festival’ which happens at Sidmouth 

during the first week. 
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Also please note we have raised the age for a free seat to 65 and ‘Villager Only’ in the first 

instance. Nearer the time if we still have seats available we will open to other villages!! 

We hope for good weather and that you all enjoy your day. 

Pauline Stewart  
MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING 
Is it really August? Where do the weeks and months go??! 

Come rain or shine you will be sure of a friendly welcome at the Monday coffee morning in 

the village chapel from 10am -12 noon. 

We have introduced a monthly guest table which local artists/crafters can book and use to 

display and sell their products. Sadly our bookings for June and July were cancelled. In 

November we will have a guest stall every week. Please make a note of the following 

dates : 

Monday 1 August - Sumersata Designs - Pauline Webb and her sister Janet make precious 

metal clay jewellery, sewn items, crocheted items, original linoprint designs, greeting cards 

and lots more,  

Monday 5 September - Cath Radford will show us her Dollies and doorsteps - all hand 

made.  

Monday 3 October - Elaine Di Campo will bring along her glassware items, all hand painted. 

Monday 7 November - for something a bit different Janine Collins will show us lots of 

Tropic Skincare products and we will be able to try them. 

Monday 14 November - Hopefully cards and Christmas stationery 

Monday 21 November - Sumersata Designs will return with Christmas goods 

Monday 28 November - the village craft group will display and sell their items which they 

have been busy making throughout the year. 

Do come along and support our coffee morning. We do make a small profit and in 

December we hope to be in a position to give donations to local village groups as we did 

pre the pandemic. 

Jill Darby, Village Coffee Morning Co-ordinator;  

Tel : 01823 698000 Email : jilldrb@gmail.com 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Churchyard 

Thank you to all who joined the working party in the churchyard on a very hot 9 July. 

Work included removing 

vegetation from the 

boundary wall on Church 

Road, clearing the 

drainage gutter around 

the base of the building, 

clearing the drive up from 

Kick’s Hill, clearing growth 

on the bank towards 

Suntrap, clearing growth 

from around the recently 

planted saplings and 

tidying up the vegetation 
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on the graves adjacent to the building. The reward for the hard work was sausage, bacon 

and mushroom butties. The next date to continue the work is Saturday 9 October. All 

are welcome. 

Services 

Sunday 10 July was Sea Sunday. In her talk, Pauline Davies identified the importance of 

seafarers to the trade and economy of this country. A display dedicated to seafarers is in 

the church. It is well worth a visit. 

August services are on the back page of the magazine 

Events 

On 16 July we were pleased to host a workshop as part of Pitchfolk, a weekend 

celebration of Eastern European music based in the village hall. 

By the time you have read this article hopefully you will have enjoyed our Cream Tea 

Afternoon on 24 July. On Monday 29 August you can have another opportunity to enjoy 

more culinary delights at our Open Tower Day. Details are being finalised, look out for 

the notices and an item on the village Facebook page. 

PCC Middlezoy Church 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS THANKS 
Because of the good weather over the Jubilee weekend residents, families and friends of 

Othery were able to enjoy all the celebrations that the Othery Jubilee organising group 

arranged so wonderfully well.  

A very deserved and hearty ‘Thank You’ to all who organised, helped and took part in 

any and every way to provide the thoroughly enjoyable 4 days of sharing all the free 

daytime and evening entertainments - the blazing Beacon, the Children’s Crafts and Party, 

the Lucious Cream Tea, the Disco and welcome opportunity for socialising with 

acquaintances old and new. 

An Othery Resident 

Note from Editor: the writer refrains from publicity 
 

CLASSIC & VINTAGE VEHICLES ROAD RUN  
Othery’s third Road Run takes place on Saturday 17 September and is in aid of St 

Michael’s Church. This year cars and bikes taking part in the run will be on show in June 

Pavey’s field, with visitors’ parking in Maisey’s field. Vehicles can arrive from 1.30pm, 

when ice-cream and refreshments will be available.   

All entrants will be lined up by 3pm and are due to depart at 3.30pm for a circular route 

of about 50 miles, returning to the field at approximately 5pm, when a pig roast will be 

available (until it’s gone).  

Entry forms for the Road Run are available from Mervyn on 01823 698368, pre-booking 

rate £10 till 2 weeks before the event, £12 on the gate. 

Anyone can come along to view the cars and chat to their owners before and after the 

road run. Ice cream, cakes and hot and cold drinks will be available before the run, with a 

pig roast and tea, coffee and cakes from 5pm. We hope to see you there. 

Road Run Committee 
 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS 
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  GREINTON

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL 
Special Events 

31 July - Sunday Brunch (10am-12am) - for filled rolls, teas, coffees and hair of the dog 

Regular Events 

Mondays 11am Yoga 

Wednesday 31 August Somerset Stargazers 

Thursdays 7.30pm Short mat bowls 

Fridays 11am Pilates (not 5 August), 7pm Bar night 
Dates for the diary 

18 October - AGM 

29 October - Halloween Party with live music - details to follow 

29 November - Craft Fair 

11 December - Christmas Party 

Bridget Gander, Secretary, Othery Village Hall Committee 

otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk; www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk 
 

READING GROUP 
‘Akin’ by Emma Donaghue 

This book written by the author of best-selling novel ‘Room’ promised to be a good read. 

Noah, a retired New York 

professor, is planning a trip to the 

French Riviera in the hopes of 

discovering more about his mother’s 

wartime secrets. His plans are 

thrown into chaos when he is 

approached by a social worker 

seeking a relative of an 11 year old 

boy who turns out to be Noah’s 

deceased nephew’s son left without a 

parent currently able to care for him. 

Residential care appears to be the 

only option for this boy unless a 

relative can be found. Noah is 

identified as next of kin. So amazingly 

the trip goes ahead. Noah complete 

with a pack of old photographs sets 

off with Michael in tow to share his 

trip with a reluctant angry boy who 

constantly seeks churros and cola to 

satisfy his frequent hunger pangs and 

is initially bored by almost everything 

Noah wishes to show him.  

The (almost) unanimous view of the 

group of 10 enjoying the warm July 

evening was that the book raised 

more questions than it answered. 
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Would 79 year old Noah have been entrusted to have responsibility for an 11 year old? 

Was the whole story believable? What evidence did Noah have that made him suspect his 

mother was a spy?  

More than one reader thought that it was a bit like being in the classroom being fed 

historical facts about Nice and that the characters were rather unbelievable though others 

could recognise the behaviour of Michael so contrary to those of Noah. Yet somehow the 

two found a way to communicate and by the end of the story a bond had been formed 

between them and a mystery was solved.  

A couple of our reviewers did enjoy the book but perhaps those who had read and 

appreciated ‘Room’ felt it lacked authenticity and did not find it engaging.  

Our book for September is ‘The Gardener’ by Sally Vickers.   Sandra Peters 
 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
REPAIRS GRANT 

Thanks to generous funding obtained from Viridor Credits Environmental Company, St 

Michael’s Church, Othery, will be able to carry out necessary repairs to our Grade 1 listed 

village church. The church’s 5-yearly inspection revealed essential specialist repairs need to 

be done, among them repairs and maintenance work to some of the beautiful stained glass 

windows, the guttering and the porch roof. 

The church has some more unusual features including beautifully carved bench ends, some 

from the 14th century; windows containing medieval glass roundels; choir seats in the form 

of misericords and a plaque to the three Chard brothers, who included Col. John Chard, 

VC who led the defence of Rorke's Drift in the Zulu wars. Some of you may have noticed 

these when looking at the school children’s poems exhibited in the church for the Street 

Fayre, whilst listening to the organ recital or at the recent wedding.  

The PCC thank everyone who wrote letters or emails of support which we submitted with 

our grant application, as well as to give a huge shout-out to Viridor Credits themselves for 

enabling us to carry out the repairs to keep our village church in excellent condition for 

present and future generations to use. We are hoping the work will be done in the 

autumn. 

The funding has come from the Landfill Communities Fund. Gareth Williams, Operations 

Manager at Viridor Credits, said “we are pleased to support these expansive repairs to the 

church at the heart of Othery. We look forward to working with the PCC to deliver these 

essential renovations.”  Mervyn Winslade, Churchwarden 
 

30TH ANNUAL OTHERY STREET FAYRE 
On Saturday 18 June the annual Street Fayre returned for the 30th anniversary after 

missing 2 years due to covid. The Fayre was opened by Bishop Trevor Wilmott and was 

gifted a posy by Lavella Notaro. The rain seemed to stay away during the day, with many 

stall holders having a great day. The evening saw a downpour but this didn’t stop people 

coming out to the pig roast and live music headlined by Two Tone as part of their 40th 

anniversary tour.  

I personally thank all the helpers who came out to make the day such a success. We raised 

roughly £5,000 for St Michael’s Church. 

Lastly to the committee who work so hard throughout the year planning and organising to 

make the event go smoothly. Next year’s event is on Saturday 17 June 2023. 
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We are also having a cheese and wine evening before the AGM. Everyone is welcome, 

7.30pm on Tuesday 8 November in the Church Room. 

Anthony Betty, Chairman, Othery Street Fayre Committee 
 

FORMER OTHERY RESIDENT GETS 
MARRIED! 
Whilst most people celebrated the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee on Friday 3 June Othery’s former resident Oliver 

Boothby, youngest son of Mrs Pat Adamson and stepson 

of Paul Adamson of Blenheim House, Fore Street, 

Othery married Sophia Sarmiento at Kingdom, 

Tunbridge Wells. Congratulations and best wishes to the 

happy couple. 

Pat Adamson  

THE MOORLINCH FETE JULY 2022 
Oh what a scorcher! Such fabulous weather for the 

long-awaited Moorlinch Fete after all that long lock 

down time. We did ourselves proud. Pulled out all 

the stops. 

We asked Rev. Andrea, our vicar, to open it for us 

and she said “YES”. She stayed for the whole 

afternoon meeting lots more people than she would 

have on a normal Saturday and she was so game, Pete 

Hawkins, dressed in black hood and beating a drum, 

got her to volunteer to be put in the stocks and 

pelted with wet sponges. Such a good sport.  

We had all the traditional stalls as well as a new laser 

shooting game, provided by Kate and Holly Pocock 

and the football game was reinvented and run by Mike 

and Hugo Taper. The café excelled 

itself with cream teas and cakes to die 

for, all run by the Jenny team.  

The raffle was very sought after and 

the Pimm’s and bar quenched lots of 

thirsts. There was the Mystery White 

Elephant, Plant and Produce, Tombola 

and Tony’s Burgers ably assisted by 

Gilly.  

Mel got a neat beer tasting group 

together and the human retro races 

and dog competitions were such a 

laugh and after finishing off the prize 

Winner of the Dog Most Like Their Owner 
Competition or is it the other way around? 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS  
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giving, there followed the ever-popular egg throwing and catching to end the whole event. 

We made over £1,100 which all goes towards keeping our own community space up and 

running for the village to use. Can’t wait for next year.   

Mary Mason, Chair of the Church Hall committee 

Information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 
 

STAWELL CREAM TEAS 
Saturday 16 July saw close to half the village turn out for a cream tea at the hall with the 

donation jar for Ukrainian medical supplies. These will be purchased by Galyna Tryndy, 
Somerset Aid for Ukraine coordinator,who is a partner of a local English man. She has 

lots of Ukrainian contacts and will buy supplies such as decompression needles, celox 

gauzes, sutures, dressings, bandages and many, many other items. They will be going out to 

Ukraine with a van carrying all this before the end of July. There was the incredible £500 in 

the donation jar. Thank you to everyone who helped so much with this event. It will help 

those in great need. 

 Richard Graham 
 

 

VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING 
Saturday 27 August 

10am to 12 noon at Ralph and Anna Sealey’s, Cape House. All very welcome. 

Richard Graham 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 

Galyna Tryndy with Lianne Graham at the 

Ukrainian table 

One of the many cakes kindly made 

and donated 
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VILLAGE AGENTS 
 

To contact a Village Agent ring   

01823 331222 and they will quickly find 

the most suitable person to deal with your 

query.  Referrals can also be made via 

local doctors’ surgeries. 
 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Jane Wood  

Email:  janew@somersetrcc.org.uk Phone: 

07985 680266 
 

MOORLINCH 

To be allocated.  
 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

Daniel Bell  

Email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Phone:  07946461548 
 

GREINTON 

To be allocated 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 
 

Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in Somerset 

Facebook group 
 

MRS MARY TINGEY 
Late of Greinton House, Greinton 

Some of you will have seen on Facebook that Mary Tingey died recently. Mary was in her 

early 90s. 

Mary, Michael and their 2 young daughters moved to Greinton many years ago, Michael 

becoming our Council Member on Sedgemoor District Council and acting as Chairman 

for a while. 

Although a non-believer, Mary attended Church fundraising events and lately allowed the 

Church and Village Hall to use the village paddock for car parking when events were 

being held in the Church or Hall. This was a great help and much appreciated. 

Mary loved her garden, her exotic Bantam hens and of course her Retrievers. 

Mary was quite a character and Greinton will miss her.  

Her wish is for cremation without a service but she will be remembered by those of us 

who knew her. 

Ann Meade 

 
GREINTON 

SERVICE STATION 
WESLEY LEWIS 

  

• MOT testing on petrol 
and diesel vehicles 

• Car sales and servicing 

• All repairs undertaken 

• Air conditioning service 
and repair 

  

Taunton Road. 

Greinton, Bridgwater, TA7 9BP 

Telephone 01458 210094 
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required give the following infor-

mation about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm  TA7 9BU 

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post code 

alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The recycling and rubbish collections for the MOMSS & G area are: 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Thursdays 4, 11, 18, 25 August, Friday 2 September 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: 

Thursday 11 August, Friday 2 September 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week: 

Middlezoy: Mondays 1, 15, Tuesday 30 August 

Othery: Thursdays 11, 25 August, 8 September 

MOORLINCH, STAWELL, SUTTON MALLET & GREINTON 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Wednesdays 3, 10, 17, 24 August, Thursday 1 September 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: 

Wednesday 17 August, 7 September 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week: 

Thursdays 4, 18 August, Friday 2 September 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES 
Summer opening hours are 9am-6pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be found 

at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks. 

Next visit: 26 August  

Stawell Village Hall    9.50am - 10.30am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction   10.45am - 11.05am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop   12.20pm - 1pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on  

0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 

  USEFUL INFORMATION 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: To be arranged  

Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 

Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

See information on page 15 in greyscale version for contact details 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 Shop 01823 587222 

Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm 

Shop open additionally Wed 8.45am-11am, Sat 8.45am-12pm 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358 
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 698366;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com


22 

SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES AUGUST 2022 

The Common Worship readings and lessons for the services 

The MOMSS magazine is supported by  

the National Lottery 

 

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 

DATE TIME EVENT VENUE 

August 7 Sun 
(Eighth after Trinity) 

10.00 am United Benefice Sung  

Eucharist service 
St Michael’s, Othery 
  

14 Sun 
(Nineth after Trinity) 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 

Prayer and Praise 
Holy Communion (CW) 
Holy Communion (CW) 

St Michael’s, Othery 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 
St Francis, Stawell 

21 Sun 
(Tenth after Trinity) 

10.00 am United Benefice Sung  

Eucharist service 
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

28 Sun 
(Eleventh after Trinity) 

10.00 am 
TBA 

 9.30 am 
10.00 am 

Holy Communion (CW) 
TBA 
Breakfast Cafe 
All Age Worship 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Michael’s, Othery 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 
St Francis, Stawell 

DATE SEASON READINGS 

August 
7 Sun 

Eighth Sunday 

after Trinity 
OT:       Isaiah, chapter 1, verses 1 and 10 to 20 
Psalm:    50, verses 1 to 8 and 23 to the end 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 11, verses 1 to 3 and 8 to 16 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 12, verses 32 to 40 

14 Sun Nineth Sun-

day after 

Trinity 

OT:       Isaiah, chapter 5, verses 1 to 7 
Psalm:    80, verses 9 to the end 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 11, verses 29 to chapter 12, verse 2 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 12, verses 49 to 56 

21 Sun Tenth Sunday 

after Trinity 
OT:       Jeremiah, chapter 1, verses 4 to 10 
Psalm:    71, verses 1 to 6 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 12, verses 18 to 29 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 13, verses 10 to 17 

28 Sun Eleventh 

Sunday after 

Trinity 

OT:       Jeremiah, chapter 2, verses 4 to 13 
Psalm:    81, verses 1 and 10 to the end 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 13, verses 1 to 8, 15 and 16 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 14, verses 1 and 7 to 14 


