
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Stawell Parish Council held on Monday 5th September 2022 in 
the village hall at 7.00 pm. 
 
Present: - Cllrs. Ian Graham, Phillip Jay and Brian Lishman (Chairman). 
 
Also present: - None. 
 
In attendance: - The Clerk (Chris Fry) and eight members of the public. 
 
1572 Apologies: - Cllrs. Penny Badcock, Hugh Gange-Harris, Linda Osborne and and Simon 
Thomas.  
 
1573 Declarations of Interest: - Cllr. Ian Graham re planning application reference 46/22/00001. 
 
1574 Minutes of the previous meeting of 4th July 2022 were taken as read, agreed and signed. 

 
1575 Matters arising from the minutes: - 
 

a. Defibrillator battery. 
 
Simon Thomas has sourced this and an invoice has been supplied to the Clerk. In the 
event the total cost (incl vat) amounted to £350 and Simon made an “executive decision” 
to go ahead at the higher price than had been anticipated. The 50% that the PC have 
agreed to cover comes to £175 (£25 more than expected). 
 
Retrospective sanction was proposed by Phillip Jay, seconded by Ian Graham – all in 
favour. 

 
1576 County/District Councillors’ reports – None. 
             
1577. Financial Matters: - 
 
Eight cheques to issue – 
 
No 528 £100.00 payee B Lishman (youth club grant reimbursement). 
No 529 £50.00       “               “        (fingerpost refurbishment reimbursement). 
No 530 £173.27     “      CN Fry       (September net salary). 
No 531 £47.50       “      DM Payroll Services (payroll half year). 
No 532 £111.25     “      SALC         (affiliation fee 2022/2023). 
No 533 £59.60       “      CN Fry       (expenses). 
No 534 £175.00     “      Stawell & S Mallet village hall (50% defibrillator batter cost). 
No 536 £130.00       “    HMRC        (paye Jul/Aug/Sep). 
 
At 7.09 pm the Chairman suspended the meeting to allow public participation. 
 
Points raised: - 
 

a. Speed limits throughout the village. 
 
The danger posed to pedestrians by vehicles descending down Ford Lane from the A39 
(where the limit is National) and thence along the narrow twisting lane into the village, 
was discussed, together with the possibility of a 20 mph limit replacing the 30 mph one 
throughout the village. 
 
The Chairman said this matter should be placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 
 



 

 

b. Fingerpost restoration. 
 
A short discussion took place about the colour of the fingerposts.  
 
The Chairman said he would investigate and report back to the next meeting. 
 

c. Grit bin at Ridon’s crossroads. 
 
It was agreed that the undergrowth surrounding this grit bin needs to be cleared. 
 
The Chairman said he would attend to it. 
 

d. Various signs in Ford Lane. 
 
Considerable damage has been caused to signs in the hedge, possibly caused by hedge 
trimming equipment. 
 
The Chairman asked for this to be placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 
 

e. Bus services affected by road closures. 
 
A member of the public who has raised this in the past, re-iterated the effect of bus 
services being cancelled when roads are closed. The buses are a lifeline to villagers 
without access to other transportation. 
 

 
f.  Planning: – reference 46/22/00001. 

 
Dealt with under item1578 below. 
 
The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 7.40 pm 
 

1578.  Planning. 
 

a. Reference: 46/22/00001. 
Applicant: Ms J Richardson. 
Change of use agricultural to equestrian at Crenge Lane. 
 
Cllr Ian Graham left the meeting as the start of this discussion. 
 

             The views expressed by members of the public were fully taken into account. 
 
Problems of privacy loss, late night working, noisy vehicles and horse trailers, barking 
dogs and nasty smells, as well as the problem of surface water run-off, dogs running free 
late at night creating excessive noise levels, were all discussed. 
 
Representation has been made to the Environmental Health department, a letter sent but 
little or no follow-up.  
 
The Chairman said he had received many complaints and the PC recommended that 
those affected should submit their observations to the Planning Officer before the 
deadline of 6th September 2020, but to restrict these to just the pertinent planning issues. 
He also said he would report the noise nuisance to Environmental Health himself. The 
Chairman also suggested it might be possible for working hours limits to be a condition – 
say 6 am – 8 pm.  
 



 

 

Cllr Phillip Jay stated and explained to the meeting that the buildings are to be built 35 
metres from the nearest house, which in planning terms is considered a suitable distance 
away. 
 
The following comments are to be sent to the planning department: - 
 
“The Parish council of Stawell has already submitted fairly detailed comments objecting 
to this proposal, as well as suggested conditions which might be imposed should 
permission be granted. We wish to re-emphasise those comments. 
 
The Chairman has received many complaints concerning noise nuisance from activities 
often taking place late into the evening, from horse trailer movements and horses running 
loose and dogs barking. Surface water run-off is also a problem. 
 
We are wondering if restricted working hours might be a condition – possibly 6 am till 8 
pm. 
 
It is generally felt that these equestrian activities are taking place much too close to 
neighbouring residential properties”. 

 
1579. Correspondence. 
 

a. Parking in Wood Lane near the junction with Stawell Road. 
 
The Chairman has already spoken to the B & B owner who confirmed that she advises all 
guests not to park in Wood Lane. She now has permission to park three cars on her  
property. 
 
The Clerk was asked to enlist the assistance of the PCSO team in this matter. 
 
b. POSHS £150 grant – Change of use request. 
 
The POSHS committee are requesting that the Parish Council agree to a change in the 
use of the grant awarded just before lockdown (to cover website set up costs). They 
intend to publish content on the Stawell web page, which is likely to reach a larger 
audience. They wish to create an oral-history library interviewing local residents of 
Stawell and Sutton Mallet. They are asking if the PC to sanction the funds be used to 
fund a dedicated recording device. 
 
Following a discussion Ian Graham proposed and the Chairman seconded a motion 
agreeing to the change – all in agreement. 
 
c. The New House – actually situated in Bawdrip. 
 
Phillip Jay brought this matter up saying that he had been asked to raise it by a 
parishioner. Although not in our parish, he felt it may well be in breach of planning 
regulations e.g. protecting the Polden Ridge and the view from a footpath. Phillip said he 
would look into the matter and the Chairman asked for it to be placed on the agenda of 
the next meeting. 
 
d. Footpath inaccessibility. 
 
This was raised by Phillip Jay who said that although Stawell farmers do keep the 
footpaths on their land accessible, some who live away from the village often do not. The 
problem of maize crops blocking crossfield paths and no space being left around the 
edge either. 



 

 

 
The Chairman suggested that, in view of the fact that the maize is shortly due to be 
harvested, a closer watch should be kept next year. 
 
Another such problem exists on a footpath on the edge of Sutton Mallet where a maize 
crop presents the same problem. 
 
 
 
e. LGR Scrutiny Committee observations. 
 
The Clerk has received a report of a recent meeting of the LGR scrutiny committee 
meeting. At the moment things do not look particularly encouraging, Cost savings from 
LGR might not be achieved, there are concerns over staff shortages and there is still little 
clarity about LCNs (and the impact on parish councils). 
 
f. LGA Model Code of Conduct. 
 
The Clerk has circulated this document to all councillors. The Chairman considered it a 
common sense document and proposed that it be adopted. This motion was seconded by 
Ian Graham- all in favour. 
 
The Clerk will now provide SDC Legal Services with a copy so they can update their 
website. 
 
g. Avon and Somerset PCC Street Safe tool. 
 
This street safe tool is designed for use by the public to anonymously to advise Avon and 
Somerset Police and Partners of any public spaces where they feel or have felt unsafe. 
The tool has been introduced a part of the Government’s response to talking violence 
against women and girls, but all local people are now being encouraged to use it, 
especially where there are fears caused by anti-social behaviour and environmental 
issues including the lack of street lighting, abandoned buildings and vandalism. 
 
The tool should not be used to report crime, which can be reported at: - 
 
https://avonandsomerset.police,uk/report/ 
 
Visit the Street Safe tool via: - 
 
https://police.uk/pu/notices/streetsafe/street-safe 
 
h. Parish Council Forums. 
 
Avon and Somerset Constabulary recently held an extraordinary Rural Affairs Forum 
(RAF) in respect of rising prices and potentially the possibility of rising rural crime. 
 
The RAF is a kind of multi-agency rural independent advisory group, which the police 
always attend. Other members are GLAA, Environment Agency, RSPCA, NFU, Cornish 
Mutual, County Landowners Association and the Rural Community Network. 
 
The meeting concluded that, although there hasn’t to date been an increase in fuel, feed 
or fertilizer theft, it was a good opportunity to raise awareness and offer crime prevention 
advice. 
 
i. World Suicide Prevention Day – Spreading Hope. 

https://avonandsomerset.police,uk/report/
https://police.uk/pu/notices/streetsafe/street-safe


 

 

 
In preparation for this year’s World Suicide Day on 10th September, the SCC Public 
Health Team are asking members of the public to share quotes, lyrics and poems 
that have helped them get through difficult times in their lives. Contributions will be 
compiled into a digital “Book of Hope”. 
 
Contributions can be sent to: - 
 
BookOfHope@somerset.gov.uk – using the subject “Book of Hope”. 
Help is available from trained professionals on 0300 124 5595 0r visit: - 
 
www.somersetemotionalwellbeing.org –  
 
To discuss all the support options that are open to you. 
 

j. Unpaid Carers – important information. 
 
Somerset Carers can provide information and support to unpaid carers- including 
people who are not receiving carers’ allowance. 
 
It is difficult to access unpaid carers because some people don’t see themselves as 
unpaid carers, and they may be looking after their partner, child or friend. It is 
important to make people aware of the support they are entitled to. 
 
Go to: - 
 
commumicationsteam@groups.gov.uk  
 

k. Wessex Flood Warden Newsletter – Simmer 2022. 
 
This has been received. 
 

l. Protocol for marking the death of the Sovereign and members of the Royal 
Family. 
 
This has been a live document for some time but there hasn’t been an occasion 
where it has to be implemented until last year when the Duke of Edinburgh passed 
away. 
 

m.  SCC Chair’s Award for Service to the Community 2022/2023 – 17th February 
2023. 
 
The deadline for the return of nominations is Monday 31st October 2022. 
 
For more information: - 
 
Telephone 01823 356804 or email becky.angle@somerset.org.uk and 
www.somerset.gov.uk 

 
        1580. Matters of Report and items for next meeting. 
 

a. Parking in Wood Lane near the junction with Stawell Road. 
 

b. The New House. 
 
c. General speed limit throughout the village and in Ford Lane. 

mailto:BookOfHope@somerset.gov.uk
http://www.somersetemotionalwellbeing.org/
mailto:commumicationsteam@groups.gov.uk
mailto:becky.angle@somerset.org.uk
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/


 

 

 
d. Fingerpost restoration. 

 
e. Damaged signs in Ford Lane. 

 
         1581. Any Other Business. 
 

a. Somerset Day 2023. 
 
This is due to take place over the second weekend of May 2023.  
 
For more information go to:- 
 
Email becky.angle@somerset.gov.uk 
 
Telephone 01823 56804. 
 

b. Grit bin process. 
 
SCC County Roads are arranging to top up grit bins (where necessary). 
 
The Clerk is to advise SCC of locations. 
 

c. King Alfred ward new councillors. 
 
We have not received any contact from the new councillors elected last May, but  
Ian Graham is diu to have a meeting with them soon and he has kindly said that 
he will ask them to make contact. 
 

d. Cost of Living Surgery. 
 
Simon Thomas has advised the Clerk that he intends to invite a representative 
from Sedgemoor CAB to attend the Hub Café so advice may be available about 
the cost of living crisis. 
 

e. Clerks’ and Councils’ Direct Magazine. 
 
The September issue has been received. 
 

f. Final Request to spend RTL2 Funds. 
 
Stawell appears on the list of parishes with RTL2 monies, amounting to £795 and 
the final call has been made reminding us that it must be claimed by 31st 
December 2022 to allow the money to be spent before the council is abolished on 
31st March 2023. 
 
The strict sending criteria states it must be spent only as follows: - 
 
a. To acquire land for play space. 
b. New playground equipment. 
c. Ancillary items for the playground. 

 
Clearly, having no playground, Stawell can’t make use of it but it is allowable 
to agree to pass it over to a parish sharing a physical boundary. 
 
Ian Graham suggested that, with Chedzoy having a substantial playground, 

mailto:becky.angle@somerset.gov.uk


 

 

we could offer it to them. 
 
The Clerk was asked to look into this. 
 
Date of next meeting Monday 3d October 2022. 
 
There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting 
closed at 8.55 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

             

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


