
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Stawell Parish Council held on Monday 3d October 2022 in the 
village hall at 7.00 pm. 
 
Present: - Cllrs. Penny Badcock, Ian Graham, Hugh Gange-Harris, Phillip Jay and Brian Lishman 
(Chairman). 
 
Also present: - None. 
 
In attendance: - The Clerk (Chris Fry) and ten members of the public. 
 
1582 Apologies: - Cllrs. Linda Osborne and Simon Thomas.  
 
1583 Declarations of Interest: - None. 
 
1584 Minutes of the previous meeting of 5th September 2022. 
 
Cllr. Phillip Jay pointed out that the last meeting became inquorate at the point where Cllr. Ian 
Graham was asked to leave the meeting for the discussion 1578 (a) Planning reference 
46/22/00001 and the Chairman agreed to an appropriate correction being made. On this basis the 
minutes were taken as read, agreed and signed. 

 
1585 Matters arising from the minutes: - 
 

a. Speed limits. 
 
The Chairman invited public participation on this subject and he began the discussion by 
pointing out that the 30 mph limit does not extend on the section of Ford Lane leading up 
to the A39. 
 
The Clerk was asked to write to Bawdrip PC and point out the need for this, at arguably 
the most hazardous section of Ford Lane, and to ask that they contact SCC Highways 
about getting it changed.  
 
A member of the public thought the 30 mph limit throughout the village should be lowered 
to 20 mph, and said this was happening in other rural locations. It was pointed out that 
this was predominantly where schools were located. 
 
The Clerk was asked to establish the possibility of this with SCC Highways. 
 
The Clerk said that Chedzoy PC wished to approach Stawell PC to suggest a joint Speed 
Watch venture, whereby each team could cover the other parish’s area in order to lessen 
the possibility of someone “booking“ their neighbour. 
 
Please would anyone interested in volunteering for this voluntary Speed Watch team role 
please contact the Clerk on:- 
 
cnfry@talktalk.net or telephone 07796794037. 
 
Full training would be provided. 
 

b. Various signs in Ford Lane. 
 
Brought forward from the last meeting, this refers to the footpath sign in the hedge in Ford 
Lane having been destroyed some time ago, presumably by hedge trimming equipment. 
 
The Chairman said he would liaise with the Footpath Officer appropriately. 
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c. Bus services affected by road closures. 
 
Brought forward from the last meeting, this matter refers to local bus services being 
diverted by, or even cancelled during times of road closures. People living in rural 
locations and with no other means of transportation are heavily dependent on rural bus 
services, and therefore greatly inconvenienced when the service is interrupted. 
 
The Clerk is awaiting a reply to his email to the road closure team at SCC in which he has 
requested clarification on their policy on this matter.  
 

d. Car parking in Wood Lane. 
 
Cllr. Simon Thomas has sent the Clerk an email about the status of Wood Lane, as he 
sees it, saying he has recently spoken to SCC Highways who confirmed that Wood Lane 
is not adopted by them as a highway. This being so it is Simon’s understanding that, 
unless there is a random “bye law” somewhere, to enforce any parking ticket or any other 
matter by the police (if that were the intention), would be almost impossible while the 
Lane is not covered by the Highways Act. 
 
Simon has emailed the local PCSO supervisory team requesting further advice on 
parking issues in general. He wonders if flyers and posters might be an effective solution. 
 
The Clerk was asked to email SCC road records and request a definitive answer on the 
status of Wood Lane, although the Chairman understands the Lane is indeed not 
adopted. 
 
www.roadrecords@somerset,gov.uk  
 
Cllr. Phillip Jay (a resident of Wood Lane) said the problem has diminished recently. 
 

e. The “New house” in Bawdrip parish. 
 
The Clerk reported on a visit he made to this East Side Lane (Bawdrip) property since the 
last meeting. 
 
He met with the owner who suggested he gave a guided tour of the entire premises. A 
large barn just inside the property lost its roof during a fairly recent major storm, and the 
NFU, as insurers, are co-ordinating the major refurbishment of the barn. During the storm, 
a two part mobile cabin (the yellowish structure clearly shown on the photograph taken by 
Phillip Jay) and which was then sited at a lower level closed to the barn, was blown over 
on to its side and written off by the insurers. This cabin is actually on wheels and the 
intention is to use it for the storage of hay at the higher location. The windows will be 
removed. Under these circumstances it would not require planning permission. 
 
The owner said no one lives at the site, he actually resides in Stogursey. 
 

f. Fingerpost restoration. 
 
Phillip Jay wished to thank the footpath officer for repainting the fingerposts around the 
village. 
 
At the last meeting a degree of concern was raised that the posts have been painted 
black when they were previously grey. Phillip Jay has established that fingerposts were 
painted black before 1964 but grey since then. 
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g. RTL2 funds.  

 
Following the discussion at the last meeting, a motion to gift Stawell’s £793 RTL2 funds to 
Chedzoy PC for use towards the Chedzoy playing field rotten fence which is in desperate 
need of replacement at a cost in excess of £3500, was proposed by the Chairman, 
seconded by Ian Graham and agreed by all. 

 
1586 County/District Councillors’ reports – None. 
             
1587. Financial Matters: - 
 
Two cheques to issue – 
 
No 537 £173.27 payee CN Fry (October net salary). 
No 538 £240.00       “      PKF Littlejohn (external audit fee). 
 
At 7.47 pm the Chairman suspended the meeting to allow public participation. 
 
Points raised: - 
 

a. Overgrown bank in Ford Lane. 
 
The matter of the overgrown bank on the sharp corner in Ford Lane was raised and the 
Clerk was asked to report this to SCC Highways. 
 
The Chairman brought up the matter of overgrown hedges along Stawell Road in the 
centre of the village. 
 

b. Equestrian facility at Crenge Lane. 
 
In response to complaints about arrangements to store dung at the site, Ian Graham said 
he would raise the issue with the landowner. 
 

c. Sutton Mallet footpath leading to the KSD. 
 
A member of the public raised the matter of the poor state of a wooden bridge crossing a 
ditch on the footpath, which leads to the KSD. 
 
Reference point: - ST 37252 3556. 
 
There are also repairs to do on a footbridge on a Sutton Mallet footpath leading to the 
maize field. 

 
d. RSPB recently purchased land. 

 
Ian Graham reported engineering work taking place which he felt needed planning 
permission. 
 
The Chairman kindly said he would look into it. 
 
At 8.05 pm the Chairman resumed the meeting. 
 

1588.  Planning. 
 

a. Reference: 46/22/00004. 



 

 

 
The Clerk reported permission had been granted in this case, subject to conditions. 
 

b. Reference 46/21/00005. 
 
The Chairman reported the appeal has been withdrawn. 
 

1589. Correspondence. 
 

a. Somerset Energy Saver Campaign. 
 
The Somerset Energy Saver is a free on-line hub which gives advice to residents on 
how to make energy saving changes to their homes. 
 
For more information on the campaign, please visit:- 
 
www.somersetenergysaver.co.uk 
 

b. Somerset Association of Local Councils – exiting changes. 
 
Two new members of staff have recently joined SALC, following the allocation of 
funding from SCC’s Public Health department. There is a new Health and Wellbeing 
Officer and a Business and Council Support Officer. 

 
         1590 Matters of Report and Items for Next Meeting – None. 
 
         1591. Any Other Business. 
 

a. Somerset Waste Partnership – Winter Hours. 
 
All of Somerset’s 16 recycling sites will go over to winter opening hours as from 1st 
October 2022, and will open from 9 am to 5 pm. Weekend hours remain 9 am to 4 
pm. 
 

b. Voter Registration Forms. 
 
People who have not yet returned these or responded on-line, will receive a visit 
during October and November from Electoral Services canvassers, who will carry ID. 
 

c. Oil Grant. 
 
UKIFDA, the trade body for the liquid fuel distribution industry, is speaking with 
Central Government to decide on the most efficient way of distributing the £100 fixed 
payment announced on 19th September 2022 to all heating oil customers. 
 

d. Potholes in Innsmead Lane. 
 
The Clerk was asked to report the two major potholes in Innsmead Lane close to the 
junction with Moor Road to SCC Highways via the interactive portal on-line, as a 
matter of urgency. 
 

e. Overgrown verges and trees in Sutton Mallet. 
 
It was reported that there were a number of overgrown verges and trees which 
encroached on to the highway in Sutton Mallet. It appears that some householders 
are not observing their responsibilities here. 

http://www.somersetenergysaver.co.uk/


 

 

 
f. First Aid Training. 

 
Phillip Jay wished to thank Terry Matthews for the rolling programme of first aid 
lessons that he is organising. 
 

g. The Charity “Pudsey” Walk. 
 
Phillip Jay pointed out the dangerous wooden bridge over a ditch on the footpath 
which is on the route of the forthcoming charity walk. This has already been 
mentioned above but the Chairman said appropriate safety measures were in place. 
 

h. King Charles III Coronation 2023. 
 
Phillip Jay wondered if the coronation next year would be marked in some 
appropriate way. The Chairman though that the village hall committee woul be 
arranging something, but we can check with Simon Thomas. 
 

i. Planning training slides. 
 
Phillip Jay asked the Clerk to forward the email containing these to him. 
 
 

Date of next meeting Monday 7th November 2022. 
 
There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting 
closed at 8.20 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

             

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 


