
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STAWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 7th NOVEMBER 
2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7 PM. 
 
Present: - Cllrs. Hugh Gange-Harris, Ian Graham, Phillip Jay, Brian Lishman (Chairman) and Linda 

Osborne. 
 
Also present: - None. 

 
In attendance: - The Clerk (Chris Fry) and five members of the public. 

 
1592. Apologies: - Cllr Simon Thomas. 

 
1563. Declarations of Interest: -  

 
1594. Minutes of the last meeting of 3d October 2022 were taken as read, approved and signed. 

 
1595.  Matters arising from the minutes: - 
 

a. Speed limits. 
 

The Clerk has emailed Streetwise (SCC Highways) to establish the approach they take regarding 
the lowering of rural speed limits from 30 mph to 20 mph. 
 
With a response awaited the Clerk was asked to place this matter on the agenda of the next 
meeting. 
 

b. Various (missing) signs in Ford Lane. 
 

The Chairman has liaised with the Footpaths Officer about the replacement of the footpath 
fingerpost and he has been advised that priority is being given to more urgent repairs to bridges 
on the footpath network and replacement of the fingerpost could well be delayed until the next 
financial year starting in April 2023. 
 

c. Bus services affected by road closures. 
 

The Clerk has been advised by the road closure department of SCC that, as part of their 
administration process they advise Transport Somerset of all road closures, who then 
disseminate the information outwards to the different bus companies. An email has been sent to 
Transport Somerset enquiring their policy. 
 
It is felt that bus services are cancelled, often unnecessarily, when rural roads are technically 
closed but remain passable. 
 

d. Car parking in Wood Lane. 
 

The status of Wood Lane has been established as an un-adopted road, and as such it is not 
possible to enforce car parking regulations (parking tickets), just as with private property. Ian 
Graham reported on a conversation he had with a Wood Lane resident about an overgrown 
hedge on her land which partially blocked a footpath there. She advised that cars regularly 
parked on her property when the hedge is cut back. 
 
Following a discussion it was agreed that the problem has improved to the extent that it no longer 
warrants being placed on future agendas. 
 
 
 



e. RSPB recently acquired land in Sutton Mallet. 
 

The Chairman suggested that the Clerk report the matter of the engineering activity taking place 
at this site to the SDC planning enforcement department. 
 

f. Potholes in Innsmead Lane. 
 

The Clerk reported that these have now been repaired. 
 

g. Planning Talk. 
 

Phillip Jay said that, with three of the councilors present having attended the SDC planning 
training held earlier in the summer, it would be more appropriate to hold this talk another time. 

 
 
1596. County/District Councilors’ reports: - None. 

 
Regarding the none-appearance of the SCC councilors’ at any PC meeting held since they were elected, 
the Chairman reported that, at the Yeovil LCN conference a couple of months ago, Bill Revans (SCC 
Leader) said he would have an appropriate word with them about the issue. 
 
At 7.22 pm the Chairman suspended the meeting and invited public participation.  
 

Matters raised: - 
 

a. Overgrown hedges in Sutton Mallet. 
 

The Chairman reported that he had spoken to one of the relevant householders who said they 
would take appropriate action, and that he would contact the other resident as well. 
 

b. Sutton Mallet village sign. 
 

A parishioner reported that the village sign as you enter the village from the Chedzoy direction is 
completely obliterated by undergrowth and vegetation. This sign being sited on land owned by the 
Chairman will be cleared by the Chairman. 
 

c. Missing signs in Ford Lane. 
 

A parishioner asked if it might be possible to hold the hedging contractor responsible for the cost 
of replacing signs which are damaged by their equipment. 
 
The Chairman said it would be difficult to trace the offending contractor. He said he would liaise 
with the Footpath Officer about the possibility of siting the footpath fingerpost away from the 
hedge in an endeavour to prevent a repeat of the problem in the future. 

 
1597. Financial Matters 
 

Two cheques to sign: - 
 
No 539 £173.47 payee CN Fry (November net salary). 
No 540 £130.00   “       “    (expenses). 
 

a. Payroll service fee increase. 

 
The Clerk reported that he had been advised by the payroll lady that she was introducing a 
minimum fee which would result in Stawell PC’s fees rising to £120 from the start of the next 



financial year. 
 

b. Precept setting exercise 2023/2024. 
 

The Chairman suggested this be held over until the next meeting. 
 

c. National salary awards to Clerks 2022/2023. 
 

Agreement has been reached for this financial year which means a £1 per hour salary increase 
has been awarded to all parish clerks, to be back dated to 1st April 2022. 
 
The Chairman said this would be dealt with at the next meeting. 
 

1598. Planning. 
 

a. Reference : - 46/22/00001 
Location: - Change of use of agricultural land to equestrian, including a menage area, 
stables and store (part retrospective). 
 

Decision level – Committee. Decision - Granted Permission, subject to six conditions. 
 
A parishioner said the Environmental Health department is involved in one aspect of this. 
 

b. Reference: - 46/22/00005. 
Location:  the Haybarn, Sutton Mallet, Bridgwater TA7 9AT. 
Proposal: - Change of use of land and retention of mobile home, to be used as studio/breakout 
unit and refugee home. 
Comments due by 4th November 2022. 
 
The Chairman and Clerk reported that it had been hoped to extend the “comments due by” date 
until after this evening’s meeting, but the Planning Officer could only allow an extension until 4th 
November. 
 
Having liaised with the only immediate neighbour, the Chairman drafted the following comments 
and asked the Clerk to lodge them with SDC planners within the date allowed: - 
 
“The Parish Council of Stawell objects to the application reference 46/22/00005 on the grounds 
that it feels the caravan has been sited unsympathetically to the neighbouring property, so that it 
causes overlooking and loss of privacy to their outside living space and house. Because of its 
topography it very much dominates their garden, particularly in months when the Apple trees, 
newly planted, are without leaf cover, and looks directly on to their orchard area which they used 
to use as an outside living area before the caravan was sited (a few years ago). Originally the 
planning department deemed the caravan did not need planning permission, even though it was 
connected to all services, but now deem it to need permission, hence the retrospective planning 
application. The Parish Council feels the ground plan does nor represent the situation as seen 
from Dairy House Farm. The matter was raised in the past when the caravan was first sited, but 
without the need for approval, nothing could be done even though the Parish Council held the 
view that it was not appropriately sited at the time. The Parish Council approves of the use to 
which the caravan is put and if the planning Committee are minded to approve this application, 
the Parish council would urge that it be made a condition that a solid fence be erected to the 
north and west of the caravan to above the height of the caravan windows, at a distance no 
further than three metres, to remove the problem of overlooking and loss of privacy.” 
 
The Chairman proposed a motion to retrospectively approve these comments, but no seconder 
came forward and the Clerk was therefore instructed to withdraw the comments as soon as 
possible. 



NB: - An acknowledgement has been received conforming the withdrawal of the comments, with 
the Planning Officer going on to confirm the application would not receive approval. 
 
The application has since been withdrawn. 
 
The Chairman resumed the meeting at 8.52pm. 

 
c. Reference: -46/22/00003. 

Location: - Land adjacent to Rose View, Moor Road, Sutton Mallet Bridgwater TA7. 
Proposal: - Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of 1no self-build 
dwelling and garage with access drive. 
Applicant: - Mr D Moss. 

 
Decision level – Committee. Decision – Refuse Planning Permission. 
 

1599.  Correspondence: - 
 

a. Clerks’ LGR fortnightly meetings. 
 

The Clerk reported that bi-weekly zoom meetings for all City, Town and Parish Clerks on the 
progress towards the new Unitary Authority arrangements were being held on Wednesday 
mornings from 10.30 to 11 am. 
 

b. Rights of Way Legislation – zoom – 1th November 2022 (not December). 
 

The Clerk reported that SALC are offering this free event “an introduction to the Rights of Way 
legislation” on Friday 11th November 2022 at 2 pm. 
 
The Footpaths Officer has been advised. 
 

c. Somerset Emergency Community Contacts (SECC). 
 

The Civil Contingencies Officer, Somerset local Authorities Civil Contingency Unit – SCC are 
appealing for a parish representative to be added to a data base, to act as a first point of contact 
when an emergency is happening in our area. The contact needs to be able to speak with 
authority for the Parish Council, community and geographical area. 
 
The Chairman agreed for his name to go forward and the Clerk will now complete the SECC’s 
Registration form – Somerset Prepared. 
 

d. All systems go for Northgate. 
 

The Northgate Yard Bridgwater, SDC’s £16 million leisure regeneration project, officially opened 
on Monday 24th October 2022. The Brewery Field new play area, 115 car parking spaces, eight 
ERV charging points as well as a new cinema complex are all now open, with more to come. 
 
For more information go to: - 
 
www.northgateyard.co.uk   
 

e. LGR webinar – Councillor Personal Safety – zoom – 7th December 2022. 
 

The LGA are holding virtual webinars specifically designed to support councillor safety, which are 
free to attend. 
 
 

http://www.northgateyard.co.uk/


f. Clerks’ and Councils’ Direct magazine. 
 

The November issue has been received. 
 
1600. Matters of Report and Items for next Meeting: -  

 
a. Speed limits. 

 
b. Bus services affected by road closures. 

 

c. Precept setting exercise 2023/2024. 
 

d. NALC 2022/2023 National Salary Award. 
 
1601. Any Other Business. 

 
a. Overgrown bank in Ford Lane. 

 

The Clerk has reported this and has received an acknowledgement. 
 

b. Community Hall Climate Adoption workshop. 
 

SDC Environment Champions network are holding a workshop on Saturfday 19th November 2022 
– 10.30 am to 1 pm at Othery Village Hall. Climate Change is happening now and extreme events 
are going to occur more frequently. Low lying land and coastlines make Somerset particularly 
vulnerable. 
 
Booking required via EventBrite link: - 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-hall-climate-adaption-workshop-tickets-439602782757  
 

c. Free Festive Parking in SDC car parks. 
 

People will be able to park without charge in all 18 SDC owned car parks on  Saturdays leading 
up to Christmas – 3d, 10th, 17th and 24th December 2022. 
 

d. Drainage in Ford Lane. 
 

Hugh Gange-Harris said that a parishioner had asked him to raise the matter of poor drainage on 
the first bend in Ford Lane, leading from the Church end. 
 
Ian Graham said he would look into it. 

 
Date of next meeting Monday 5th December 2022. 
 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.07 pm. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-hall-climate-adaption-workshop-tickets-439602782757

