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MOMSS MAGAZINE 
This publication is hand delivered 

FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 
villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at: 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk  

and www.stawellvillage.info  and 

www.achurchnearyou.com/ Othery page 
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers’ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Anita Winslade 
Compiler this month: Isobel Davis  
 

NEWS ARTICLES 
We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or  

 

This magazine is edition  

number 11 of volume 19 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
February edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 January 
Articles 15 January 

 

the publisher. 
 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 
Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December’  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 
Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 
Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53   

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

http://www.stawellvillage.info
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In 1966 Simon and Garfunkel sang a beautiful haunting version of 

‘Silent Night’ in the Albert Hall, but behind the words of the song, 

could be heard an American newsreader giving out a news bulletin. 

The contrast was stunning. The paradox of a ‘silent holy night’, 

overlain with reports of clashes between the National Guard and 

Martin Luther King, problems in the White House and 

demonstrations over the war in Vietnam, and the murder of eight 

student nurses in Chicago. That was over 50 years ago, but the 

absence of peace in our world continues to the present day. There always seem to be 

Warm greetings to everyone. 

With the year coming to its conclusion it is time to think ahead to Christmas and the 

New Year and also to look back over the past twelve months. Such drastic happenings 

around us all – here in our own country and overseas on the continents which have 

been experiencing massive changes in environment, wellbeing and fortunes. 

With climate change now affecting so many places and people it seems senseless to 

wage war on the humans most undeservedly and who are unable to bear such pain and 

loss. Inevitably the warmakers lose out by earning the resentment of their citizens and 

the peacemakers gain the trust and hopes of the afflicted who want to live in safety. 

Such was the state of the nations when the Romans ruled Israel and Jesus was born – 

so not much different now as then. 

The war in Ukraine has led to shortages and vastly increased prices of many things – let 

us hope our government can rule wisely and nurture our nation’s welfare and 

contribute to international peace. 

This past year has seen much happiness with national and local and family celebrations 

but also a portion of sadness with the passing of family members or friends and even 

our beloved Queen Elizabeth II. Next year our new king, Charles III will be crowned on 

Saturday 6 May in London and we will be given an extra Bank Holiday on Monday 8 

May. 

So we have much to think about and plan for and hopefully fully enjoy now and in the 

year ahead. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all. 

Sincerely, Anita.                                      Anita Winslade (Editor) momssgeditor@live.co.uk 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

THANK YOU, CHILDREN IN THE MOMSS&G VILLAGES 
We thank all the children who give us delightful and colourful drawings for the United 

Benefice Christmas Card which accompanies this edition of the magazine. All the 

pictures we received have been used on the card along with the names of the artists. 

The MOMSS Magazine Committee, Richard Graham, Anita Winslade,  

Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and Gill Wilkinson 

  FROM THE METHODIST MINISTER  

  

  FROM THE MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 
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these dark intrusions into our Christmas preparations: December tragedies, wars 

raging, people suffering …. How unfortunate, we say, that these tragedies come right at 

Christmas time.   

But actually, hasn’t this always been the background of Christmas? Christ chooses to be 

among us in the rough stable of our real lives. This is the world that God enters into, 

to accompany, to bless, to be with us. Perhaps it isn’t the tragedies that intrude on 

Christmas: perhaps it is Christmas that intrudes on the ways of the world.  

Christmas intrudes on our world when we find ourselves in the hospital waiting room, 

or helping in the homeless shelter, or see the images on our TVs of embattled towns, 

refugee camps, hungry children — and we notice Christ in those places: it is into our 

reality that the Holy One comes to walk with us, in the difficult hard places, as well as 

in our joys and our hopes. 

John Mackey, a Past President of Princetown Theological Seminary, wrote a book in 

which one of the chapters is entitled ‘Two Perspectives: The Balcony and the Road’.  

He gives a description of a little Spanish town in the early 1900s, with its terraced 

houses lining the narrow streets, their balconies above, and through this image of the 

Balcony and the Road, he describes two ways of looking at the problems of life.   

“By the Balcony I mean that little platform in wood or stone which protrudes from the 

upper windows of a Spanish home. There the family could gather to gaze spectator-

wise upon the street beneath, or at the sunset, or the stars beyond. 

By the Road, I mean the place where life is tensely lived, where thought has its birth in 

conflict and concern, where choices are made, and decisions are carried out. It is the 

place of action, of pilgrimage or crusade, where concern is never absent from a 

wayfarer’s heart. On the Road, a goal is sought, dangers are faced, life is poured out.” 
 

“To us a Child is born. To us a Son is given.” God in Jesus came - as it were from the 

Balcony to the Road - “down to such a world as this” as the carol reminds us - to walk 

with us, to share our journeying and suffering and wondering. The Creator enters his 

creation, not as a curious observer from the advantage of the Balcony, but as One who 

walks the Road with us.  Emmanuel - God with us.   

Peace for the journey 

Rev Deborah Kirk (Methodist Minister) 

  ANGLICAN BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 
Open Daily  The United Benefice churches in Middlezoy and Stawell are open 

daily for private prayer. 
 

BENEFICE/MIDDLEZOY PRAYER GROUP 
Please do not think you have to be a member of the local churches as we are very 

willing to pray for anyone who asks. The prayer group feel it is needed so please do not 

hesitate to get in touch by emailing middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.           The Prayer Group 
 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE 
Churches across Bath and Wells have been praying for Ukraine and for peace. Many 

are open for those who wish to have a quiet moment of prayer or to light a candle, 
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others have been holding prayer vigils. Locally church communities are working closely 

with aid agencies to raise money and support those in need in Ukraine and refugees 

from the conflict. 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
Baptisms: 

Theodore (‘Teddy’) Vincent Maurice Maisey was baptised in St Michael’s 

Church Othery on Sunday 6 November. 
 

Deaths/Funerals: 

Mrs Kathleen Betty of Othery, died on Sunday 13 November. After a private 

cremation a thanksgiving service was held in St Michael’s Church Othery on 

Wednesday 30 November conducted by Rev. Kelvin Williams. 

 

LETTER FROM THE NEW BISHOP OF BATH & WELLS 
 

“HIS LIGHT IS NEVER EXTINGUISHED” 

As 2022 comes to a close, our hearts go out to the people of Ukraine 

whose country was invaded by Russia on the 24 February this year.  

In the months since, we have watched in horror as civilians, cities and 

infrastructure have been attacked, land occupied and atrocities 

committed. 

The UK has received more than 100,000 people fleeing from the 

conflict. The gift of their presence among us reminds us that this is no 

‘quarrel in a faraway country, between 

people of whom we know nothing’. 

As we recall once again the coming into 

the world of Jesus at Christmas, our 

challenge is to connect our celebration 

of his birth with the realities and 

consequences of the conflict that is 

happening. Sadly, it’s not hard to see the 

links. Jesus was born in a land (Palestine) 

that had been annexed by an 

expansionist foreign power (Rome) in 

pursuit of its territorial ambitions. The 

demands of the Roman occupiers meant 

that Jesus’ birth happened not at home in 

Nazareth, but at a counting centre - 

Bethlehem. He was born in a stable 

because ‘there was no room at the inn’. 

While still a baby, Jesus became a 

refugee when taken to Egypt due to 

warnings of atrocities to come.  

Viewed this way, the Christmas story is 

no sentimental fable. It is a brutal 

foreshadowing of the events that 
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  GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS 

Ukraine and our whole world have encountered this year. At the same time, it is also a 

story of hope. For it tells us that even in the very worst that can happen the Christ 

child whose birth we celebrate knows all too well the realities of the human condition. 

As a result, in any darkness his light is never extinguished. For he is Emmanuel – God 

with us.  

So as we come to the end of 2022 we give thanks that God is always with us in 

whatever we face. May he be with Ukraine. May he be with Russia. And may he be 

welcomed by us all.  

A very happy Christmas.  

+Michael                              The Right Reverend Michael Beasley, Bishop of Bath and Wells 

ACCESSIBLE ALLOTMENT AT MIDDLEZOY 
The Wilding Middlezoy group are setting up an accessible allotment in Middlezoy. Our 

aim is that the allotment be a safe, peaceful and easily accessible space for members of 

the local community who would benefit from its use.  

If you or someone you know or look after would enjoy being in the allotment we 

would love to hear from you. 

We will also be needing support from anyone who would like to help set up the 

allotment. Some help with the 

building of raised beds and paths. 

Planting bulbs, shrubs and seeds. 

Donations of materials, garden tools, 

plants, pots etc. 

Please Contact Anne Piper on 

annee.piper@btinternet.co.uk or 

phone 07766 430469. 
 

M’ZOY AND OTHERY PTA 

Middlezoy and Othery schools’ PTA 

will be holding their Grand 

Christmas Fayre in Middlezoy Village 

Hall on Sunday 4 December from 

11am until 2pm. 

A selection of wonderful stalls and 

crafts will be available with kids 

Christmas crafts, games, raffle, 

tombola, lucky dip, cake stall and 

much, much more. The kitchen will 

be serving hot food and drinks. 

Please come along and support your 

schools and find some fabulous gifts 

for Christmas. 

Emma Shepherd 
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SKY AT NIGHT 
Dec 2022 / Jan 2023 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of Dec: 

7.53am-4.07pm 

End of December: 

8.14am-4.14pm 

Beginning of January: 

8.14am-4.15pm 

End of January: 

7.49am-5.00pm 

Moon Phases  

December 2022: 

Full Moon 8th /  

Last Quarter 16th /

New Moon 23rd / 

First Quarter 30th  

January 2023:  Full Moon 6th / Last Quarter 15th / New Moon 21st / Last Quarter 28th 

Planets 

During December Venus reappears as an evening star in the 

south west at sunset appearing very bright and setting at 

5.30pm. Saturn sets ever earlier and appears above Venus on 

22 January when both planets set around 6.30pm. At this 

time Venus appears brighter than Jupiter which itself sets at 

midnight by January. Mars is at opposition on the morning of 

8 December visible all night and almost as bright as Jupiter. 

At 4.55am the moon passes in front of Mars which reappears at 5.55am in a rare 

occultation not seen since from the UK since 1952 and not happening again until 2052. 

Stars 

The constellation of Orion the Hunter is a prominent and unmistakable sight in the 

December and January night sky. The most obvious feature to look out for are the 

three stars that make up Orion’s belt and will guide you to a patch of misty light below 

which represents Orion’s sword. Under dark rural skies without any light pollution

(such as seen from Othery for example) this glow which is in fact the Great Orion 

Nebula is a breathtaking sight. Use a pair of binoculars to see swirls of light and marvel 

at the fact that you are looking at a stellar nursery where new stars are being born. 

Two more prominent stars in Orion are top left Betelgeuse a red giant star which will 

one day explode as a supernova and the blue supergiant star Rigel to the bottom right, 

both the stars being many times the size of our own sun. 

Phenomena 

The winter solstice when the sun reaches its lowest point in the sky and we have our 

shortest day and longest night falls on 21 December.  On the evening of 23 January at 

sunset look for the interesting sight of a crescent moon with bright Venus and below 

this fainter Saturn forming a small group together as they set together in the evening 

sky.        

                   Paul Adamson, 01823 698156 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 

* Private Chapel of Rest * 
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
 

Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 

Marsmoon 
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SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 
Our first monthly meeting for 2023 takes place in Othery Village Hall on Wednesday 

31 January at 7.30pm and is open to all whatever your level of interest or experience. 

The admission is £3 and the meeting is also on Zoom for a small optional donation. On 

this night we welcome the return of Space Detectives founder, Exmoor Dark Skies 

advisor and friend Jo Richardson who will extol the wonders of Exmoor National park 

and dark sky reserve with her talk ‘Night of a thousand Stars’. 

We have a programme of exciting talks lined up for the year ahead and we encourage 

people to attend the meetings in person if possible where free beverages, astronomy 

library, telescopes and binoculars to use when possible and the camaraderie of like-

minded people can’t be matched by watching online. Each month along with the main 

talk we give a guide to the night sky for the month ahead along with the latest news 

from the world of Astronomy and Spaceflight. We look forward to seeing you. 

For details please contact us on somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com 

www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk   Follow us on Facebook 

Paul Adamson  01823 698156 
 

WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION (WFA) Somerset Branch 

On 14 December at 7.30pm the next meeting will take place in Othery 

Village Hall. Mike Chin, a Falklands veteran will present a short talk of his 

experiences in the Falkland's War. 

With no WW1 veterans left and very few from WW2, here is a chance to listen to 

someone who participated in what was effectively an infantry war and, in some 

respects, not unlike the Great War. 

The talk will be followed by the Christmas 

Social.  

There is no fee for this meeting and there 

will be food and drink - you can come on 

the night if you find you are free but if you 

know in advance you are coming please let 

us know for catering purposes. 

Our 11 January meeting at 7.30pm has as 

our topic ‘The First World War around 

Yeovil’ by Joseph Lewis. Joseph takes a 

look at Yeovil and its surrounding area 

with links from Louisa Harris Diaries and 

the Harris Family.  

Louise Harris (1861-1955) kept a diary all 

of her life and lived in Yeovil up to 1921 

and recorded life on a daily basis including 

events of the Great War that affected 

Yeovil.  

WFA members and non-members are 

equally welcome to attend this fascinating 

talk. 

We ask for a £5 donation on the door to 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), Climbing 
and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other courses 
offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, Nutrition, 
Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 
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defray costs, this will include a free tea or coffee and entry into the raffle.  

Pat Adamson, Secretary, Somerset branch WFA, 01823 698156 

Somersetwfa@hotmail.com 
 

MIDDLEZOY AND OTHERY SCHOOLS NEWS 
The months are certainly racing by and the children and staff have been as 

busy as ever. We returned to school on Monday 31 October and there 

was a touch of magic in the air. The children in year 2 delighted (possibly a 

bit too much) in creating their own recipes to turn teachers into toads! 

However, they have certainly retained the key features of instructional writing.  

At Middlezoy, the KS2 pupils have been enjoying a daily, morning tuck shop. This is run 

by the year 6 children with the help of a member of staff and supported by the PTA. 

After-school Clubs have continued with a range of options including computing, sports, 

art and crafts as well as Dragon Class’s homework club. 

On 11 November the children observed the 2-minute silence and showed their 

respect. Four of our children laid a wreath at a church service on Remembrance 

Sunday. Thank you to Daisy, Zeke, Beau and Dulcie for doing this on our behalf. The 

children also bought poppies and other merchandise to support the appeal.  We also 

held an own clothes “spots and fancy dress” day to raise money for Children in Need.  

Our amazing PTA have continued to support the schools with fund-raising events 

galore. This term our PTA Christmas Fayre will take place on Sunday 4 December at 

Middlezoy Village Hall, we hope you will 

be able to join us. It will start at 11am 

and finish at 2pm.  On behalf of the 

children and staff, I would like to thank 

the PTA for their continued hard work 

and dedication to our schools.  

We will be welcoming the very talented 

Darrell Wakelam back in to work with 

the children on both sites in December. 

The children always enjoy his sessions 

and the resulting art pieces are always 

amazing. We will post some pictures on 

our school website once they are 

completed.  

During the last week of term, we are all 

off to the pantomime in Yeovil, which I 

am sure will be a very exciting day for us 

all. To finish our term, we will once again 

be treated to the magnificent PTA 

Christmas lunch which the children and 

staff always enjoy.  

On behalf of the children, staff and 

governors we wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.   

           Mrs Lindsay Hayward, Headteacher 
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COST OF LIVING SUPPORT IN SOMERSET 
Where to find help 

The rising cost of living is affecting everybody across the county in a variety of different 

ways. We want to support those most impacted, including those who may have not 

faced financial challenge in their lives before. 

Throughout the web pages you can find useful websites, community organisations, 

advice and guidance to help you through the rising cost of living. There’s advice, 

support and information available across Somerset. 

The pressures around the cost of living can also affect our mental health and wellbeing, 

making us feel stressed, anxious, or low. It’s important to look after your wellbeing and 

there are local organisations that can provide help and support. 

You can find out more about the support available from Sedgemoor District Council as 

well.  

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL 

(Includes help with food, information and advice, help with childcare, and help with bills.) 

By phone: 0300 123 2224 

Via internet – type into Google somerset.gov.uk 

SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL 

By phone: 0300 303 7800 

Via internet – type into Google sedgemoor.gov.uk 

Scroll down and select Cost of living crisis 

 

 
 

Jane Stryker 

Click Here 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/cost-of-living-support-in-somerset/#District-Council-Support
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/cost-of-living-support-in-somerset/#District-Council-Support
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FARM DIARY 
This is written for non-farmers who live 

surrounded by farmland. 

In the Field. The wet weather in early 

November meant we did not plant our 

beans as planned. It was too wet to get 

the required traction and being so wet 

risked spoiling the soil structure. 

Patience is the order of the day. We 

bought a winter variety but our 

agronomist who advises on all sorts of 

matters with the crops said it was a 

spring variety with good winter tolerance 

so that it could be planted almost any 

time over the winter. The rain continues 

preventing further field work. 

Net Zero. The farming industry is 

aiming for this. We have not calculated 

our carbon footprint yet as there are 

numerous methods and they produce 

different answers. However, our 

activities are reducing our carbon 

footprint significantly. Ploughing typically uses 8 to 15 litres of diesel per acre depending 

on the toughness of the soil and the shape of the field. Power harrowing which is the 

least necessary additional cultivation on all but very sandy soils uses another10 litres 

per acre. Drilling will use approximately another10 litres per acre. With our strip till 

drill we are using 3-4 litres per acre in total which is a dramatic difference. Also we 

have a gasification wood burning boiler that reduces our heating oil consumption. 

When we will reach net zero is another completely different matter. 

Country Roads. There is a sad statistic that deaths on country roads are several 

times higher per passenger mile than on city roads. In our village the roads are 

generally single track. It is essential in this circumstance to be able to stop within the 

distance that one can see. This means one cannot blithely whiz round corners. 

Richard Graham 
 

SALES OF FIREWOOD UK LEGISLATION 
Bags of wood.  Wood sold in volumes under 2 cubic metres must be certified as 

‘Ready to Burn’. It must also have the following information either attached to the 

packaging, alongside the wood on the shelf or next to the price: 

  the logo         supplier details         unique certification number 

This information must be clearly displayed to confirm that the fuel has a moisture 

content of 20% or less. 

Crates or trailer loads of wood. You do not need to get wood fuel sales of 2 cubic 

metres or more certified. You can include a note when you deliver the wood to 

explain it is dry (20% or less moisture) plus instructions on how to dry, store and 

check the moisture of the wood before it is burnt. 

https://www.readytoburn.org/application/
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Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton Village in 

Somerset Facebook group 
 

REPORTS AND NEWS 
We have had two events in the church since the last edition. On the last Sunday in 

October Greinton hosted the second United Benefice service of the month. As always, 

it was lovely to see so many neighbours from the other parishes in the benefice who 

came and supported us. On Sunday 13 November we held a short Act of 

Remembrance to express our gratitude to the six villagers who made the ultimate 

sacrifice. In addition, we remembered the relatives of two current villagers who died in 

the Second World War. 

It has been a relatively quiet month in the village hall, apart from 29 October when it 

hosted a very lively and noisy children’s Hallowe’en Party. By all accounts, it was a great 

success and heartfelt thanks go to Claire and Rose for putting so much hard work into 

the preparations and running of the event. 

Our monthly pub nights continue to be well supported – the first Friday of every 

month, starting at 7.30pm or thereabouts. Bring your own drinks, and maybe one for a 

visitor too. It is a wonderful opportunity to have a cosy chat with friends and 

neighbours around the wood burner. 

We are running a food collection for the 

Bridgwater Food Bank which will 

continue until mid-December. Any 

donations of non-perishable food (tins, 

dry food etc – especially anything that 

does not require cooking) would be very 

much appreciated and may be left in the 

church porch. Food for dogs and cats is 

also welcome. 

Our annual Bingo Night in the Village 

Hall on Saturday 3 December, doors 

open 6pm. We will be doing a collection 

around the village in the weeks leading 

up to it – any donations of prizes for the 

bingo will be very much appreciated! 

On Saturday 17 December a band of 

intrepid choristers will be doing the 

rounds of the village, sweetly singing 

seasonal songs as they go. All are very 

welcome to participate – no special 

talent other than enthusiasm is required. 

Meet outside the church at 4pm. We 

normally take about 2 hours, finishing 

with mulled wine/cider and mince pies 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 
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  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 

but you are welcome to join us for as much or as little as you like. 

Finally, we are also considering running a Christmas Singalong in church on the evening 

of Friday 23 December. This would be aimed at all ages and consist of a mixture of 

carols, recorded Christmas songs and seasonal poetry readings. In order to make this 

work, we need volunteers to read and also suggestions of suitable songs and poems. 

Please get your ideas to Toby Crispin by Saturday 10 December at the very latest. 

Without support from the community, this event cannot take place. Thank you 

Toby Crispin 

MIDDLEZOY COMMUNITY SHOP 
Opening hours: see inside back cover. 
   

Christmas Gift Ideas    

Middlezoy Honey is a great local gift to give and is a good price at £6.50 

(compared to supermarkets). The shop also stocks baking ingredients for 

making your Christmas cakes and puddings! 

There are also Christmas cards and wrapping paper to be had!     

Bread  

We remain taking orders for fresh bread (from Maisey’s in Highbridge) delivery to the 

shop on a Friday. Please order and pay for the bread by Thursday 11am, so it is ready 

for your collection on Friday. The availability and prices are as follows: 

4 Crusty Rolls £1.50  6 Soft Rolls £1.75 

White £2.00   Wholemeal £2.10 

Granary £2.20  Sourdough £3.00 

Newspapers 

A reminder to collect your ordered paper by 12 noon (unless you advise us 

beforehand). Any left will be put back on the shelf. 

We also, of course, have plenty of other products and would always welcome your 

thoughts/ideas on any improvement! 

Many thanks for you continued support!              Sally Roulson 
 

VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING 
Well here we are in the run up to Christmas and the start of a new year.  

This year seems to have flown by! 

We have been fortunate in the last few weeks to have had visiting stallholders 

to our coffee morning. We have seen an array of handmade items using various crafting 

skills from both residents from the village and further afield. We have had the 

opportunity to buy something different for ourselves or as Christmas gifts. We are 

continuing this theme into December with Cath Radford returning on Monday 5 

December with her handmade dolls and doorstops. 

Monday 12 December will be our Christmas Coffee Morning and the last one for 2022. 

We hope to have some type of entertainment - details yet to be finalised. There will 

also be mince pies and sausage rolls for everyone to enjoy with your usual tea/coffee 

and hot chocolate. We will have a Christmas raffle with some lovely prizes and the 
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proceeds will be donated to a charity - yet to be agreed. We do hope you will come 

along and join in the festivities. 

The first coffee morning of 2023 will be Monday 2 January - usual time 10am-12noon, 

usual place Middlezoy Chapel. 

I take this opportunity to thank everyone who has supported our coffee mornings this 

year and wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year. 

Jill Darby, Village Coffee Morning Co-ordinator, Tel: 01823 698000, Email : jilldrb@gmail.com 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH 

Services - Schedule on back cover. 

December events 

On Tuesday 13 December at 10.30am we have a 'mainly for adults' morning for anyone 

who wants to come and make a few little Christmas decorations that we can offer as 

'fence gifts' to the village. (Please feel free to bring your own craft to make for yourself 

or to give away, or come and make a gift from the resources provided.) 

On Wednesday 21 December from 3pm-4.30pm, our Coffee, Carols, Crafty, 

Christingle afternoon is for any age together, and we will have the usual Carol singing 

requests and refreshments, but with an additional feature of some simple all age crafts 

to do at the tables, and finish with a short Christingle Service. 

Sandy Rogers and Pauline Stewart, Chapel Stewards 
 

MIDDLEZOY WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB 
Christmas Lunch – Saturday 3 December 

You should by now have received your invite to the Christmas Lunch - if you feel you 

qualify but have not received an invite please contact Jill on 698000. You have to be 

aged 60 or over and live in Middlezoy. We look forward to seeing you. 

Happy Christmas to you all from the Women's Social Club.                    Pauline Stewart 
 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH 
Services - Schedule on back cover. 

Remembrance Sunday 

Over 50 attended the Remembrance Sunday service at 

Holy Cross on 13 November. The service was led by Rev 

Kelvin Williams aided by Pauline Davies. 13 wreaths were 

laid beneath the memorial plaque in the church by the 

village organisations, including the school. Thank you to all 

who contributed during the service and all who decorated the church. The collection 

was donated to the British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

Embroidery Display 

Many will have noticed that the embroidery 

display on the south wall of the church has been 

removed. The embroidery became damp and, 

although every effort was made restore it in its 

original form, it was considered beyond repair. 

The embroidery team, some new and some from 

the original team, have produced a new stunning 
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OTHERY READING GROUP    
‘Lonesome Dove’ by the American author, Larry McMurtry, introduced a new genre to 

the members of the Reading Group - the Western. It has been described as ‘the great 

cowboy novel’ and won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1989. It is the first published 

book of a quartet set in the Old West of the nineteenth century. 

The story describes the adventures of the Hat Creek Company, founded by two 

famous, retired Texas Rangers in the small township of Lonesome Dove, as they 

undertook an epic journey from Texas to Montana, driving a huge herd of cattle. They 

had to endure inhospitable terrain, dust storms, blizzards, perilous river crossings, 

deadly snakes, locusts, scorpions and encounters with grizzlies, bandits and Indians.  

The book received great acclaim at the  

time of publication and has many ardent 

fans. However there were mixed reactions 

from the Reading Group with only one 

giving a totally positive response. It is very 

lengthy - 970 pages or so and some didn’t 

even begin to read it. Of those that did 

make a start only three succeeded in 

reading the complete novel. A couple of  

us described it as a kind of ‘guilty pleasure’ 

as they found the action packed adventure 

story quite gripping but were quick to 

criticise the myriad of characters as one-

dimensional and stereotypical. Others 

started to read it but found the subject 

matter totally unappealing and gave up. 

“Life is too short” commented one of us.  

However a Western may suit the bill for 

some but not the Reading Group! Jane Clay 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH  
Services - Schedule on back cover. 

Remembrance Sunday 

Over 30 people attended the service on 

13 November which was led by Rev 

design. It has now been framed and preparations are underway for it to be positioned in 

the same place as the original. Thank you to all in the very talented team. 

Advent and Christmas in Middlezoy 

Friday 16 December. Carol singing - details to be finalised. 

Wednesday 21 December at 3.00pm. With the schools on holiday this joint event with 

the Methodists in the Chapel is for all the family being a mixture of Sticky Church and 

the annual Coffee and Carols with the added opportunity of everyone to make a 

Christingle to take home.                         Ian Campbell, Churchwarden and Middlezoy PCC 

  

R.J. Countryside & 

Garden Services 

 
Tree Surgery 

All aspects of garden maintenance 

Pruning, planting, weeding 

Rotavating 

Grass cutting 

Hedge trimming 

Hedge laying 

 

Fully Insured, Qualified and Licensed 

 

Contact Rhiannon and Jason on 

07706  471337 

rjcountryside@gmail.com 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS  
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Andrea. Wreaths were laid beneath the memorial plaque in the church by the village 

organisations, including the school. Thank you to all who contributed during the service 

and all who decorated the church. The collection of £138 was donated to the British 

Legion Poppy Appeal. 

Christmas Eve Carols and Crib service 3pm 

A very warm invitation and welcome to everyone to attend this special 

service which includes the telling of the Nativity and the coming of the wise 

men to honour the birth of Jesus. Songs and readings with re-enactments  

by the children in their lovely costumes (see paragraph below) brings joy to all those 

attending. So whoever you are – age ranges from babies to 100+ – do come along and 

be included in this heart-warming event. 

Would your children and young people like to take part in the service? 

We are hoping to involve as many of the children and young people as wish to take 

part in the service. We need young people and older children (8+) to do the readings 

and younger children to help build the nativity scene in the crib. If your child/children 

would like to participate please contact Mo on mo.wright2@btinternet.com or Isobel on 

isobeldav@gmail.com or 01823 698119 so that we can try to include everyone who 

would like to take part. Children who want to dress up as a nativity character can 

either come in their own nativity costume or go to the Church Room after 2.30pm to 

find a costume and get dressed in it. 
Repairs 

The church repairs are well underway with the re-roofing of the church porch nearing 

completion. Several windows are currently being restored and when completed will be 

put back in their places in the church.  While the works are in progress the church will 

have to remain closed with apologies for the inconvenience caused. 

The church will be open for the scheduled and occasional services. 

Mervyn Winslade and Margaret Harris, Churchwardens 
 

OTHERY CHURCH ROOM 
Coffee Morning and Book Sale 

We had a steady flow of enthusiastic browsers and purchasers for our Autumn event. 

With coffee and cakes to feed their bodies and an impressive display of literary 

nourishment our fundraising event secured an impressive £296.65 boost. This is an 

amazing result. It really makes it worthwhile when we make a good profit and there 

was such a nice feeling in the Church Room that day. 

Thank you to everyone who came and supported us and enjoyed this event. 

Also thank you so much to everyone for all their hard work setting it up and taking 

away most of the unsold books which were donated to the National Trust’s Barrington 

Court pre-loved-books shop. Our thanks also to the helpers for providing and serving 

the refreshments. You really are most genuinely appreciated. 

Room Heaters 

One of the room heaters broke down recently and has been replaced with a modern 

unit which is much more efficient and less expensive to use. Plans are underway to 

eventually replace the surviving old heaters with the new types. The funds raised by the 

weekly Tuesday Coffee Morning sessions will be going towards the costs.     

         Othery Church Room Committee 

mailto:mo.wright2@btinternet.com
mailto:isobeldav@gmail.com
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OTHERY VILLAGE HALL 
Christmas Raffle. Tickets for the annual 

grand Christmas prize draw, £1 each, are 

available from hall committee members, on 

the website or by contacting us on 

otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk. Tickets will 

also be for sale at the hall on Friday bar 

nights and at the Christmas party. 

Christmas Party - Sunday 11 

December. The annual children’s party  

will be in full swing again from 4pm to 7pm. 

All welcome. If you would like your child to 

receive a present from Father Christmas, 

please contact Ella Jennings on 07814 754 

127 or email otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk 

to arrange this. We ask families who attend 

to bring a plate of food to share. The bar 

will be open for liquid refreshment.  

Christmas Eve - Fri 23 December. The 

hall bar will be open from 7pm to get your 

Christmas holiday celebrations started. The 

bar will not open on Friday 30 December 

but will be back in action on Fri 6 January.  

Regular Events  

Tuesday  13 December  Gardening Club  

Wednesday  14 December  Western Front Association 

Thursday  7.30pm Short mat bowls  

Friday   11am Pilates,   7pm Bar night (not 30 December) 

Diary Date  Mexican Evening - Friday 24 February; AGM - Tuesday 17 October 2023 

Bridget Gander, Secretary, Othery Village Hall Committee 

otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk   www.otheryvillagehall.org.uk 

 
GREINTON 

SERVICE STATION 
 

WESLEY LEWIS 
  

 

 

 

 MOT testing on petrol 

and diesel vehicles 
 

 Car sales and servicing 
 

 All repairs undertaken 
 

 Air conditioning service 

and repair 

 

 Taunton Road. 

Greinton, Bridgwater, TA7 9BP 

Telephone 01458 210094 

 

  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS   

 

MOORLINCH STITCH CLUB #2 
A happy bunch of stitchers met again in 

Moorlinch Church Hall for a social get 

together while enjoying their favourite 

hobbies. Our youngest honorary 

member Tom, aged 4 months behaved 

beautifully and had plenty of hugs. Such  

a varied number of activities went on - 

knitting blankets, mending, beautiful 

embroideries and appliqués and a few Christmas decorations also being made. We 

were pleased to welcome several new faces and were joined by friends from all around 

the villages and even Bridgwater. If you fancy it in the new year, come and join us on  
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24 January, 10am -1pm. We wanted to create a daytime activity in Moorlinch; we are 

friendly and there are biscuits! Cake on a good day but we haven't yet reached that 

pinnacle - maybe next time? 

If you'd like to find out more contact Sam Dawe sam.eastend@gmail.com or Margaret 

Gould margaretgould24@gmail.com.                                                             Sam Dawe 
 

CHARITY CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING 
Come along to Moorlinch Church Hall for our Charity 

Christmas Coffee Morning on Tuesday 6 December  

10am-12.30pm and bring your friends.  

There are lots of great festive events in Moorlinch during 

December; the New Year’s Eve party, children’s party and 

homeworkers Christmas Lunch, the carol service and social 

get together afterwards. I wanted to also contribute and do 

something to complement these, so I've booked Moorlinch Church Hall to run a 

Charity Coffee Morning in aid of Crisis (a charity which helps homeless people and 

provides shelter and support) and also towards the upkeep of the hall itself.   

It'll be traditional; coffee, tea and treats, a raffle, a bring-and-buy stall and a stall selling 

locally made craft type items.  There will also be an opportunity to get creative and 

make a cracker!  

Come and start your Christmas shopping and get into the Christmas spirit a little early 

as well as hopefully helping to raise some money to help others and help with the 

upkeep of the hall. I and my amazing band of helpers are looking forward to seeing you 

on the 6th.              Sam Dawe, sam.eastend@gmail.com 
 

‘JAMES BOND’ NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
Moorlinch Good Neighbours Social Committee is busy preparing to host a James Bond 

themed New Year's Eve party at Moorlinch Church Hall. A martini cocktail will 

welcome you on arrival with dainty canapés, followed by a delicious two course meal 

and a celebratory glass of fizz to see in the new year.  There will also be professional 

casino tables - buy chips on the night to play and you could win the star prize worth 

over £100 and of course, music and dancing!   

This event is open to all residents in the local and wider areas, with a ticket price of 

£35. Tickets are limited in number and are selling already - so book your places soon  

to make sure you don't miss out! We look forward to seeing you at 7pm on  

31 December.  Dress to impress! Email: MoorlinchGNSC@mail.com or call 07859 

826211 to book.                                                          Liz Tapper, on behalf of MGNSC 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 
Christingle Reimagined – Tuesday 6 December 

After 15 years of sticking cocktail sticks into unsuspecting oranges at our traditional 

Christingle service it is time for a change. This year we will meet (by kind permission of 

Alex and Jon Bedford) at the barn behind Moorlinch Garage and enjoy the great 

outdoors, fire pits, sparklers, chocolate, carols and light refreshments.  

Meet at 5pm and dress warmly. Donations, either cash or tubes of sweets/chocolate or 

other Christmas goodies, will be given to the Bridgwater Foodbank. 
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All very welcome.  No oranges will be harmed during this event! 

Carol Service - Sunday 18 December  

Meet at the church at 6pm for our traditional Carol Service followed by mulled wine,  

hot mince pies and soft drinks.                Jane Stryker 
 

VEGAN TASTER LUNCH 
Saturday 14 January 2023 – 12.30pm 

Many people will be taking up the challenge of Veganuary during the 31 days of January 

2023. Come and join us for a Vegan Taster Lunch at the Church Hall. Enjoy some good 

food, hot and cold drinks and swap recipes.  

Tickets £10 available from Jane stryker.jps@gmail.com or Pam pamcoombes049@gmail.com                                                                        

Jane Stryker 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 
Information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 
 

CHRISTMAS STARS 
Christmas is mostly a happy time but it can also be touched with poignant 

memories, especially so when thinking of those who, for whatever reason, are 

not sharing Christmas with us. 

Readers will find in their December edition of MOMSS, a cut out star with a loop which 

will enable it to be hung on our church Christmas tree. If you are thinking of anyone, 

friend, family, even those whom you think deserve a space on our Christmas tree, 

write their names on the blank side of the star. 

From 13 December they can be hung on our tree at any time, the church is open. 

Other options are that the stars may be placed in a box in the porch and will be put on 

the tree by someone who will be checking it daily and will hang them for you. Better still 

come along to our carol service on 16 December at 7pm when others can be added.  

The collection will be given to our Ukraine contact for their war effort.  
Following the service, mulled wine, mince pies and festive cakes will be served. You will 

be made most welcome.                                                             Ruth Peberdy 
 

CHRISTINGLE AND GIFT SERVICE 
Our Christingle and gift service this year is on 11 December at 10am. Each year we 

accept gifts unwrapped, for any age group, be it children or adults, which will be taken  

to the Salvation Army in Bridgwater, from where they will be distributed. 

If you are unable or do not wish to attend the service, do leave them at the font inside 

the church prior to the service. Many thanks,                                            Ruth Peberdy 
 

GREENER CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
Following on from last year’s successful trial, we will again be placing a display board in 

the church porch in the first week of December so that you can put up one card 

conveying your good wishes to all villagers. We hope that you will then use the money 

saved on the cost of buying all those cards to donate to the charity of your choice, so 

everyone benefits.  Bridgwater Foodbank and the Salvation Army Christmas Appeal are 

particularly in need of support at Christmas, but the choice is yours. Also, don’t forget 

 

 

mailto:stryker.jps@gmail.com
mailto:pamcoombes049@gmail.com
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to pop along to the church and see who is wishing you a Merry Christmas!  

                                                            Janet Scowcroft 

  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

FOODBANKS Any donation is appreciated and will reach the people who need it  

Donation Points  

Middlezoy: Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy Village Coffee Mornings or 

Meadowbank, 11a Main Road.  

Othery: St Michael’s Church Othery  

Moorlinch: Spring Cottage, Pit Hill Lane, Moorlinch  

Stawell: The Old Post Office Stawell  

Cash Donation By contacting the relevant Foodbank you can make either a single or 

a regular donation. If you are in a position to give via Gift Aid, the Foodbank will be 

able to claim back the tax you have paid on this.  

To obtain assistance from a Foodbank you need a referral from:  

Citizens Advice Bureau, Clarence Hse High St, Bridgwater, TA6 3BH 03444 889623  

Or your Village Agent, local GP surgery, schools, health visitors and social workers.  

Bridgwater Foodbank can be contacted by email info@bridgwaer.foodbank.org.uk or 

phone 01278 434636 or 07804 119273 (Open Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays).  

Langport Cares email langportcares/foodbank@gmail.com  
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 
To contact a Village Agent ring 01823 331222 and they will find the most suitable  

person to deal with your query. Referrals can also be made via local doctors’ surgeries. 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Jane Wood  email: janew@somersetrcc.org.uk   Tel 07985 680266 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

Daniel Bell email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk   Tel 07946 461548 

MOORLINCH  and GREINTON - To be allocated. 

 

 

  USEFUL INFORMATION   

WOMEN’S INSTITUTES NEAR US 
Ashcott and Pedwell 7.30pm Third Thursday Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ 

Burrowbridge   7.30pm   Third Monday    Coronation Hall West Yeo Road, TA7 0RH 

Shapwick Starlets 7.30pm Second Tuesday Village Hall, Station Rd, TA7 9NJ 

Westonzoyland 7.15pm Second Wednesday Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 0EZ 

Local times can vary so it is best to contact Somerset Federation before attending for  

the first time 01278 287034. 

BURROWBRIDGE WI 
In the New Year we have some fun and interesting evenings planned and would like to 

welcome anyone who is interested in joining us. If you feel hesitant about coming on  

your own, please let us know and we can arrange for someone to meet you at the door. 

In January our Speaker is John Dando who will be talking about ‘The Magic of Somerset 

Carnival’. This will be on Monday 16 January at 7.30pm at Burrowbridge Coronation Hall. 

So please give us a call and come along and join us.                          Sue Heyes, Secretary 

Tel: 01278 691326 or email: burrowbridgewi@outlook.com 
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The Common Worship readings and lessons for the following services: 

 

DATE SEASON READINGS 
December 
4 Sun 

Second Sunday of 

Advent 
OT:       Isaiah, chapter 11, verses 1 to 10 
Psalm:    72, verses 1 to 7, 18 and 19 
Epistle:   Romans, chapter 15, verses 4 to 13 
Gospel:  Matthew, chapter 3, verses 1 to 12 

11 Sun Third Sunday of 

Advent 
OT:       Isaiah, chapter 35, verses 1 to 10 
Psalm:    146, verses 4 to 10 
Epistle:   James, chapter 5, verses 7 to 10 
Gospel:  Matthew, chapter 11, verses 2 to 11 

18 Sun Fourth Sunday of 

Advent 
OT:       Isaiah, chapter 7, verses 10 to 16 
Psalm:    80, verses 1 to 8 and 18 to 20 
Epistle:   Romans, chapter 1, verses 1 to 7 
Gospel:  Matthew, chapter 1, verses 18 to the end 

25 Sun CHRISTMAS 

DAY 
OT:       Isaiah, chapter 52, verses 7 to 10 
Psalm:    98 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 1, verses 1 to 12 
Gospel:  John, chapter 1, verses 1 to 14 

January 2023 
1 Sun 

Naming and  

Presentation of 

Jesus 
  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

First Sunday of 

Christmas 

OT:       Numbers, chapter 6, verses 22 to 27 
Psalm:    8 
Epistle:   Galatians, chapter 4, verses 4 to 7 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 2, verses 15 to 21 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

OT:       Isaiah, chapter 63, verses 7 to 9 
Psalm:    148 
Epistle:   Hebrews, chapter 2, verses 10 to 18 
Gospel:  Matthew, chapter 2, verses 13 to 23 

8 Sun First Sunday  

of Epiphany 
(Baptism of Christ) 

OT:       Isaiah, chapter 42, verses 1 to 9 
Psalm:    29 
Epistle:   Acts, chapter 10, verses 34 to 43 
Gospel:  Matthew, chapter 3 verses 13 to 17 

15 Sun Second Sunday of 

Epiphany 
OT:       Isaiah, chapter 49, verses 1 to 7 
Psalm:    40, verses 1 to 12 
Epistle:   1 Corinthian, chapter 1, verses 1 to 9 
Gospel:  John, chapter 1 verses 29 to 42 

22 Sun Third Sunday of 

Epiphany 
OT:       Isaiah, chapter 9, verses 1 to 4 
Psalm:    27, verses 1 and 4 to 12 
Epistle:   1 Corinthians, chapter 1, verses 10 to 18 
Gospel:  Matthew, chapter 4, verses 12 to 23 

29 Sun Fourth Sunday of 

Epiphany 
OT:       1 Kings, chapter 17, verses 8 to 16 
Psalm:    36, verses 5 to 10 
Epistle:   1 Corinthians, chapter 1, verses 18 to 31 
Gospel:  John chapter 2, verses 1 to 11 

February 
4 Sun 

Third Sunday  

before Lent 
OT:       Isaiah, chapter 58, verses 1 to 12 
Psalm:    121, verses 1 to 10 
Epistle:   1 Corinthians, chapter 2, verses 1 to 16 
Gospel:  Matthew, chapter 5, verses 13 to 20 
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 
From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to obtain the code 

to open the cabinet give the following information about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm   TA7 9BU  

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 
 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

POLICE        Emergencies only tel: 999 ;  Non emergencies tel: 101 

CRIMESTOPPERS    8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111 

  USEFUL INFORMATION  (CONTINUED) 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 
The recycling and rubbish collections for the MOMSS & G area are: 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Thursdays: 1, 8, 15, 22 December, 12, 19, 26 January, 2 February 

Fridays: 30 December, 6 January 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: 

Thursdays: 15 December, 26 January       Friday: 6 January 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week: 

Middlezoy: Mondays 5, 19 December, 16, 30 January 

Othery: Thursdays 1, 15 December, 12, 26 January 

MOORLINCH, STAWELL, SUTTON MALLET & GREINTON 

Recycling Boxes, every week:  

Wednesdays 7, 14, 21 December, 11, 18, 25 January, 1 February 

Thursdays: 29 December, 5 January 

Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks:   Wednesdays: 21 December, 11 January, 1 Feb 

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:    Thursdays 8, 22 December, 19 January 
 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES 
Winter opening hours are 9am-5pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY   This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks. 

Next visit: 16 December, 13 January 

Stawell Village Hall  9.50am-10.30am Moorlinch Tapmoor Rd Junct 10.45am-11.05am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop  12.20pm - 1pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on  

0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy (Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: To be arranged  

Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 

Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

See information on inside pages for contact details 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 Shop 01823 587222 

Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.45am-12 noon, 2pm-5pm 

Shop open additionally Wed 8.45am-11am and Sat 8.45am-12 noon 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358 
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 698366;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com
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The MOMSS magazine is supported by  

the National Lottery 

SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES DECEMBER AND JANUARY 
 

Please note: The Common Worship readings and lessons for the services below  

are to be found on page 25 
 

 

DATE TIME EVENT VENUE 

December 4 Sun 
(Second of Advent ) 

10.00 am United Benefice  

Communion service 
St Francis, Stawell 

6 Tues  5.00 pm Christingle Reimagined service Moorlinch 

11 Sun 
(Third of Advent) 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
 5.30 pm 

Holy Communion service 

Christingle & Gifts service 

Village Nativity service 

St Michael’s, Othery 
St Francis, Stawell 
Methodist Chapel, Middlezoy 

16 Fri 6.30 pm Village Carol Service St Francis, Stawell 

18 Sun 
(Fourth of Advent) 

10.00 am 
6.00 pm 
6.00 pm 

Holy Communion service 

Carol service 

Village Carol service 

St Michael’s, Othery 
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 

24 Sat 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

3.00 pm 

3.00 pm 
3.00 pm 
6.00 pm 

11.30 pm 

Crib service 

Carols & Crib service 

Crib service 

Village Carol service 

UB Midnight Mass 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

St Michael’s, Othery 
St Francis, Stawell 
Sutton Mallet Church 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 

25 Sun  

CHRISTMAS DAY 

10.00 am Family Communion service Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

January 1 Sun 
(First of Christmas) 

10.00 am United Benefice  

Communion service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 

8 Sun 
(First of Epiphany) 

(Baptism of Christ) 

10.00 am Joint Covenant service 
with United Benefice and 

Methodist Chapel members 

St Michael’s, Othery 
  

15 Sun 
(Second of Epiphany) 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 

Breakfast Cafe 
Joint Worship For All service 
Holy Communion (BCP) 
Holy Communion service 

Church Room, Othery 
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Mary’s, Moorlinch 

St Francis, Stawell 

22 Sun 
(Third of Epiphany) 

10.00 am 
6.30 pm 

United Benefice Communion 

Circuit Communion Service 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 
Methodist Chapel, Middlezoy 

29 Sun 
(Fourth of Epiphany) 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 

Holy Communion service 
Holy Communion service 
All Age Worship service 
Holy Communion service 

Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Michael’s, Othery 
St Mary's, Moorlinch 
St Francis, Stawell 

February 4 Sun 
(Third before Lent) 

10.00 am United Benefice Sung  

Eucharist service 
St Francis, Stawell 

 

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 


