
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STAWELL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 5th DECEMBER 
2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7 PM. 
 
Present: - Cllrs. Penny Badcock, Ian Graham, Hugh Gange-Harris, Phillip Jay, Brian Lishman 

(Chairman), Linda Osborne and Simon Thomas. 
 
Also present: - None. 

 
In attendance: - The Clerk (Chris Fry) and six members of the public. 

 
1602. Apologies: - None. 

 
1603. Declarations of Interest: - None 

 
1604. Minutes of the last meeting of 7th November 2022 were taken as read, approved and signed. 

 
1605.  Matters arising from the minutes: - 
 

a. Speed limits. 
 

The Clerk read an email reply from SCC Traffic Management to his enquiry concerning the 
process necessary to lower the 30 mph limit to 20 mph. The starting point is assessing the history 
of injury collisions, and police records show there have not been any in the relevant area for the 
last five years, and therefore the costs associated with lowering the limit is borne by the local 
community. On this basis Traffic Management would offer advice and assess the feasibility of the 
scheme. Repeater signs would be required to remind drivers of the new limit and where the mean 
speed of traffic exceeds 24 mph then traffic calming measures would be required. The Chairman 
said the installation of a SID might be the most appropriate way forward. 
 
Bearing in mind the strong feelings of parishioners, the Clerk is placing the matter on the agenda 
of the February meeting for further consideration. 

 
b. Bus services affected by road closures. 

 

The Clerk read an email reply from Transporting Somerset which stated that diversionary routes 
are followed when roads are closed, but there is no funding available for shuttle buses to link the 
affected areas to the diverted route. 
 
The slinky bus service continues to operate and it can often access places more effectively than 
conventional buses – The slinky service can be contacted on: - 
 
Slinky Services – Demand Responsive Transport – Travel Somerset 

 
c. Overgrown hedges in Sutton Mallet. 

 

The Chairman reported that the village sign which had been obscured by vegetation was now 
cleared. He is continuing to contact appropriate residents about overgrown hedges. 
 

d. Poor drainage throughout Stawell. 
 

Drainage problems at various locations in Stawell were discussed, particularly at the Old School, 
Innsmead Lane and Ford Lane. A resident has emailed with photographs of the recent severe 
flash flooding near the Old School and Ian Graham recently videoed the flooding in Innsmead 
Lane, both occurring after about an inch of rain fell in 24 hours. It is felt that part of the problem is 
blocked drains which have not been jetted for quite a long period. The late autumn this year has 
meant leaves falling later than usual. Damaged or collapsed culverts both at the Old School and 



Ford Lane do not help the situation. 
 
Following a discussion the Chairman asked the Clerk to make representation to SCC Highways, 
including the photographs, as a way of supporting the several reports that have been made on 
line by parishioners, requesting jetting to be carried out and an inspection be made of the areas 
concerned. 
 

 
1606. County/District Councilors’ reports: - None. 

 
At 7.25 pm the Chairman suspended the meeting and invited public participation.  
 

Matters raised: - 
 

a. Overgrown hedge at the bottom of Wood Lane.  

 
The problem of the overgrown hedge partly obscuring the footpath at the bottom of Wood Lane 
was brought up and Simon Thomas agreed to look into this. 
 

b. Bus service when roads are closed. 
 

See item 1605 (b). 
 

c. Footpath signs. 
 

The Chairman said that the replacement of missing footpath fingerposts would in all likelihood 
have to await the next financial year. 
 

The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 7.38 pm. 
 
 1607. Financial Matters. 
 

Five cheques to issue: - 
 
No 534 £346.54 payee CN Fry (December/January net salary). 
No 542 £77.00     “       “    (expenses). 
No 543 £47.50     “    DM Payroll (payroll 6 months). 
No 544 £130.00    “    HMRC (paye Oct/Nov/Dec).  
No 545 £150.00    “    POSHS (replacement of chqs 453 £50 and 455 £100 dated 3/03/2020). 
 

a. NALC National Salary Award 2022/2023. 
 

The Clerk updated the meeting on the agreement reached for the Clerks’ pay rise. An “across 
the board” increase of £1 per hour has been awarded from 01/04/2022. Additionally our 
Clerk’s grade (16) has been awarded a 20p per hour increase from 01/04/2021 to 31/03/2022 
which has not been implemented to date. 
 
The Chairman proposed that the award be adopted and paid as outlined. This was seconded 
by Simon Thomas with all in favour. 
 
The Clerk’s salary going forward is now £2850 pa (or £13.70 per hour, but he continues to 
claim four paid hours per week rather than the five hours normally recognised for a seven 
person council). 
 
 
 



b. Precept-setting exercise 2023/2024. 
 

The Clerk presented the estimates for income (£4500) and expenditure (£5202) for 
2023/2024, based on a precept of £4500.  
 
He said a letter from the SCC Leader (which he forwarded to all councillors), emphasised the 
need for “financial resilience” and hinted at the need to protect reserves ahead of possible 
changes when the new unitary authority comes into being.  
 
Reserves at the end of 2021/2022 stood at £2761. The precept for 2022/2023 was £4500 
(down from £4950 the previous year). Projected reserves at the end of the current year are 
estimated at £3428. Based on a precept of £4500 for 2023/2024 reserves would reduce at 
that year end to an estimated £2726. 
 
Following a comprehensive discussion, and taking full account of the SCC Leader’s letter, 
The Chairman proposed a precept of £5250 for 2023/2024 (sufficient to cover total estimated 
expenditure for that year - £5202), thereby increasing projected reserves at that year end to 
£3476. This motion was seconded by Hugh Gange-Harris and supported by six of the seven 
councillors present. 

 
 

1608. Planning. 

 
a. Reference: - 46/22/00005 – The Haybarn Sutton Mallet TA7 9AT. 

 

The Clerk reported that, as requested, he had withdrawn the comments lodged prior to the last 
meeting. He read out an email from the planning officer which confirmed the applicant has been 
advised that the application would be refused, following which it was withdrawn by the applicant. 
It will be for the planning enforcement team to determine whether it is expedient to pursue formal 
action at this time. 
 

b. Reference 46//22/00006 – Flitchetts Farm TA7 9AU. 
 

Notification of this application was received too late for inclusion on the agenda of this meeting, 
and so a special planning meeting will be held in the village hall on Monday 12th December 2022 
at 6 pm to consider the Parish Council’s response to it. 

 
 

 
1609.  Correspondence: - 
 
a. Culvert damage in Ford Lane. 

 

Simon Thomas said the recent collapse of the culvert has resulted in a large hole in the edge 
of the highway which represents a major road hazard. The matter will be raised by the Clerk 
with SCC Highways (see item 1605 (d) above). 
 

b. Sutton Mallet former telephone kiosk. 
 

Simon Thomas said this had fallen into a dilapidated stat. The Chairman said that although 
the kiosk belonged to a charity, the Parish Council would be permitted to install a defibrillator 
therein, if deemed appropriate. 
 
Following a discussion it was generally agreed that the kiosk should be refurbished and the 
Clerk was asked to place this matter on the agenda of the February 2022 meeting for further 
discussion. 



 
c. Footpaths officer. 

 

The Clerk has been advised by the SCC Volunteer coordinator that the equipment is the 
property of SCC and it has been loaned to the footpaths officer as part of his role. SCC do 
not stipulate where the volunteer lives. 
 
The Clerk was asked to invite the footpaths officer to the next meeting. 
 

d. Somerset Waste Partnership – November newsletter. 
 

Somerset’s recycle rate is considered excellent at 56.2%. 
 

e. Warm Spaces. 
 

Simon Thomas reported that a £750 grant has been received and several dates have already 
been set for “warm spaces” days at the village hall. 

 
1610.  Matters of Report and Items for next Meeting: -  

 
a. Speed limits. 

 
b. Poor drainage throughout Stawell. 

 

c. Sutton Mallet former telephone kiosk. 
 
1601. Any Other Business. 

 
a. Asylum seekers in Somerset. 

 

Somerset is currently housing a large number of asylum seekers of many nationalities. A 
hotel on the outskirts of Bridgwater will be accommodating a maximum of 305. 
 

b. Police newsletter – November 2022. 
 

This has been received and Simon Thomas agreed to place it on the village hall notice 
board. 

 
Date of next meeting Monday 6th February 2023. 
 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.34 pm. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


